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Ickx and Jarier win Spa 1000 kms for Matra 


After Spa 1000 km, 
we really take our oil apart 


Straight from the Gulf competing at 
Spa, a litre sample of the motor oil used 
-Gulf Multi G 20W/50-is sent to Gulfs 
Rotterdam Research Laboratory. 

It's exactly the same oil you can get at 
any Gulf service station. No difference 
in formulation 

At Rotterdam we subject the sample 
to viscosity measurements, spectrogra- 
phic and infra-red analyses, and many 
other tests to check how our oil has 
maintained its quality. 

The results of these tests, conducted 
after each race, are collated with other 
laboratory and engine tests as part of 
‘our continuing programme of product 
development 


Designed and constructed by Gulf Research 
Racing Company, the Gulf runs on Gulf Multi G 
available on all our forecourts 


Race oil samples about to undergo a test using 
centrifuge apparatus—one of a series of after: 
race tests on Gulf Multi G. 


Gary We build our cars to help yours run better 
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Different approach 


Whatever criticism the die-hard motor racing enthusiasts 
may have about the advent of commercialism into British 
motor racing, the success of such activities was clearly 
displayed at Brands Hatch last Sunday. 

At an otherwise run-of-the-mill BRSCC Brands Hatch club 
meeting which would only draw around 1,000 spectators at 
80p, the clubbie was renamed the Radio One Disc Jockey 
Day and almost 20,000 spectators paid £1 to see the same 
races injected with’ entertainment from radio and pop star 
personalities. 

Many of the spectators were undoubtedly seeing their 
first race meeting, thanks to the vast pre-race publicity 
given to the meeting by the Radio One DJs. There was very 
little other publicity previewing the meeting, which shows 
the benefits of using non-racing personalities, and the intro- 
duction of many new commercial radio stations throughout 
the country will no doubt expand this area of promotions. 

Of the stars, Noel Edmonds has given the sport at club 
and national levels a tremendous boost through his involve- 
ment in production saloon car racing. Edmonds, one of the 
most popular DJs, is often thronged at the meetings in which 
he is competing by autograph hunters, and his mentioning 
of the various British meetings on his early morning Radio 
One programme—in similar vein to the way football matches 
and horserace meetings are previewed—must be of con- 
siderable value, He is a star, has an audience of millions 
and therefore is an undoubted asset to the sport. 

One question that is always posed is that will the families 
that attended the meeting last Sunday come back to motor 
racing again, when the television personalities are not 
there? Although it was hardly an inspiring programme of 
races on paper, they fortunately produced incident-packed 
and close racing. On the other hand, our reporter found that 
for the thousands of spectators who had been there from 
mid-morning, there was no commentary or any form of 
general entertainment before the actual meeting started at 
2 pm. In addition, there was that same old Brands problem 
of long, long delays for the spectators trying to leave the 
circuit, which is hardly a conducive note to leave a meeting 
in the hope that the newcomers to the sport will come back. 

However, before leaving this aspect, perhaps a look back 
at the Easter period is worth mentioning. The MCD circuits 
of Brands, Mallory and Oulton were the venues of a Jobn 
Player Trans-Atlantic motorcycle series between motorcycle 
riders from America and Britain, competing on a matchplay 
basis. There was no pre-race radio or television coverage, yet 
the three races attracted vast crowds approaching 100,000 
paying spectators. The promotions were superb, particularly 
at the meetings, in the way the riders were presented to the 
masses as the stars. It was a resounding success for all 
concerned and showed that at least in one form of motor 
sport, the stars are the competitors and they can generate 
the publicity that’s needed to bring in the crowds. 


our cover nicture 
Jean-Pierre Jarier's Matra sweeps out of the Masta kink ahead of the 


Hallwood/Bell Gulf and a Porsche. x 


Pit and Paddock 
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Grand Prix at Portugal 
in 1975 FIA dates 


A Formula 1 Grand Prix of 
Portugal scheduled for April oth 
bolsters the 1975 World Cham- 
pionship Grand Prix calendar to 
16 races. A provisional 1975 
calendar issued by the FIA last 
week shows that the Formula 1 
calendar is otherwise similar to 
that used this year, although the 
Monaco and Belgian events have 
switched their order. 

The Werld Championship for 
Makes includes new rounds at 
Pergusa, Enna in May and Brasi 
lia while the Brands Hatch race 
is again scheduled for Septem. 
ber. The European Formula 2 
Championship rounds have  in- 
creased provisionally to 17 with 
new rounds at Jarama, Paul 
Ricard and at an undecided 
Belgian venue. The BARC have 
again applied for dates in the 
European Formula 2 and 2 litre 
sports car championships, hope. 
fully to remain, while the posi- 
tion over the European Touring 

"and Grand Touring Car 
Championships is slightly con- 
fused owing to the proposed 
amalgamation of both champion- 
ships in preparation for the new 
Silhouette Formula Champion- 
ship in 1976, It is proposed that 
Mallory also holds a 2-Hitre sports 
car round in March and a Euro- 
pean G2 round is planned for 
Oulton Park 


The provisional 1975 dates are 
as follows 


Championsnip. 
March 2" South Attica. “apni 
6,"Portugel, April 27. Spain May 1) 
Monaco?’ May'26. Belgium - ‘duly 8. 
ty Hit, 2, Wallen uy 8 
17, Auetne 
‘october 8. USA 


Apri’ 6. Dijon 
May 4"'spe! May 


1.” Nurburgring: June 14/15, Le 

Manes ‘Sune 28. Osterreichring » July 

27,"Weikins “Gien (7). August 24 

Paul Ricard: September 14. Brands 

i Sctober tor 19. Guenos 
8 


Jgiy 13" Mugatie - “iuiy 
‘Aulgast 10. ‘Kariskoos 
nim V35". ‘September e, 
Srotenber “2h "Nogaro 
12. lomo 

pean Five Sports: March 9, 
{or salon) ‘wugetto’ June 
Br Reiand 2 ugsat 8. eane 
6 Emont : "October 1 Jor 
Gezaber 20; Montisicn Pat 

a 


2. Bator dune 
A buiy 43 (Wrouraring: 


Augutt 24, "“Bermeny 


Sent Ai Tour ge Fronce 
Setonar 12, Bijon/Montivicm » October 
Yate. 


Cars March 23 
‘Thiurburgrina) 
pr 12. Saiaarg: 


a tore eee 


Pare’ dune 38 
ine 38 


The circul’s in brackets in the 
last «wo championships show how 
complicated it’s going to be to 
try to sort out_a combined Euro- 
pean GT and Tourin Car Cham- 
Plonship when so many circuits 
want rounds of each. 

For the first time this year 
Formula Pacific appears on the 
FIA Calendar as a recognised 
championship for 1975, although 
only two rounds are so. far 
decided at Suzuka on November 
2-and in Australia on December 
6. 


Britain's view 
on track safety 


‘The RAC motor sport division's 
deputy director Basil Tye has 
been appointed on the CSI cir. 
cuit and. safety committee, after 

ing been responsible for Bri 
tish circuits for the past 20 years. 
One of the first pcin's that seems 
likely to crop up this year is the 
installation of catch fencing. Mr 
Tye is not alone in voicing some 
doubts abou: the use of catch. 
fencing, particularly about the 
fact that it’s rendered useless for 
the day once a car has gone 
through it and about a car be. 
coming tied up in it, hindering 
fa driver's quick escape, 

“We would not give a track a 
licence in this counry where 
there was only catch fencing 
between the circuit and the 
spectators,” Mr Tye added. He 
also couldn't see how circuit 


2 


‘owners could afford the removal 
or re-siting of Armco and instal: 
lation of other safety 
precautions so soon after 80 
much money had been spent on 
Armco. barriers 

Mr Tye does not foresee any 
problems regarding the — suit 
ability of Brands Hatch for this 
year's John Player Grand Prix. 

All the work that was requested 
at the CSI inspection will be 
compieted in time for the 
meeting.” he added. 

‘The situation over an error in 
the FIA regulations over barrier 
measurements is net an immedi 
ae problem. The problem arose 
back in 1971 when the FIA de- 
creed that guard rails should 
have a 10 cm gapping whereas 
the — accompanying diagram 
showed a 7 cm gap between the 
ground and the lower rail and 
8 4 cm gap between the two 
rails. The RAC pressed the FIA 
for a ruling on this and were 
subsequently advised that che 
10 cm measurement was the 
correct one. 


Yes, folks, it's tumbling Mexico 


time again. On Sunday at Brands 


Hatch a frightening accident befell Geoff Evans and John Waterman, 


Waterman is seen closer to 


picture above while Evans goes tum: 


bling across the track (below) showering the track with glass and 
petrol. Colin Vandervell (foreground) won the race and the drivers 
involved were unhurt. 


now seems this 
was an error and in fact the 
4 em and 7 cm. measurements 
are to be applied on all cireuits 
for free-standing — Armco—le, 
Armco m>: supporied from be- 
hind by earth banks. However, 
there is no “ big argument ” over 
the error, but a gradual pr 

gramme is be'ng implemented to 
Ecve- the regulations, 

© There is still no sign of motor 
racing recommencing at Lydden. 
RAC’s Basil Tye was due *0 
inspect the circuit on April 30 


to see if work agreed between 


the RAC and circuit’ owners 
“after a reasonable compro. 
mise,” had been completed. How 
ever shortly before the April 30 
date, Mr Tye was advised that 
the work had no: been completed 
and would be advised st a later 
date by the circuit owners when 
it was ready for inspection, 


@ Derek Wild, former develop: 
ment director of GRD, last week 
joined Modus Cars to help in 
development work of their For 
mula Atlantic, Formula 2 and 2. 
fitre sports cars. A number of 
other GRD employees were also 
relieved of their positions last 
week, 


Brands check 


The scrutineers had another of 
their snap-checks at Brands 
Hatch last Sunday. Three Formula 
Ford cars were checked—those of 
Wil Arif, Roy Klomfass and Rob 
Wicken—and the first two were 
found legal but Wicken’s engine 
was found to have an illegal 
(oversized and polished) inlet 
manifold, The “BRSCC sub. 
sequently disqualified Wicken and 
invoked Article 8 in the Formula 
Ford regulations in scrubbing all 
the points scored so far. this 
season by Wicken in the Town: 
send Thoresen Championship. 

The Escort Mexico engines of 
David Da Costa and Mike Free. 
man were sealed for inspection 
later this week while the engine 
of the winning car (Colin Wan: 
derwell's) had been inspected and 
sealed earlier in the week 

The Peter Jowitt “Flying 
Squad” of Eligibility scrutineers 
are certainly catching out the 
cheats, but it is hoped that before 
the end of the season their checks 
will reveal that all the cars are 
legal! 
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Fuel cuts lifted 
for all motor sport 


‘The fuel crisis is over! Well at 
east it is for the time being as 
far as British motor sport Is con 
cerned, The RAC Motor . Sport 
Division announced last week that 
the 30 per cent fuel economies, 
imposed’ by the Government 
during the fuel crisis, are no 
longer necessary due’ to the 
improvement in supplies in petrol 

‘An RAC spokesman added, 
“The Department of Energy have 
told us that a review of petrol 
supplies have been carried out 
and that Ministers have agreed 
that, whilst the need for economy 


still remains, the additional 30 
per cent restraint on motor sport 
Is no longer necessary. 

“We are pleased to say that 
these restrictions are lifted imme- 
diately and that clubs can now 
go back to a normal programme 
Of events, including full practice 
sessions.” 

Both the RAC and the Depart 
ment of Energy have expressed 
thelr appreciation of the efforts 
made by organising clubs and the 
co-operation given in making 
economies. 


Bell in F5000 


David Hobbs, currently holding 
fifth place in the Rethmans Euro 
pean. Formula 5000 Champion- 
Thip with dhe Sterling Industrial 
Securities’ sponsored Hogan Lola 
7330, {eft London last week to 
‘compete in indy and in the first 
two SCCA P5000. rounds. The 
first Indy trials take place this 
Weekend, David of course driv- 
Ing the Carling Black Labet 
MeLaren MI6C/D for the works 
McLaren team. 

Hobbs’ place in the Hogan 
Lola in Europe when David is 
occupied in the Sta‘es, will be 
taken by Derek Bell, whose first 
race in the car will be at Thrux- 
ton on May 27. 


SuperVee in USA 


Elliott Forbes-Robinson won last 
Saturday's Lime Rock Gold Cup 
SuperVee championship race. 
Robinson won handily from pole 
position driving his Lola 7250 
based Lynn, finishing 22 s ahead 
of Freddy Kottulinsky who was 
driving Carl Haas’ Lola 322 
Into third place came Tom 
Bagley (Royale RP9) ahead of 
Peter Moody (Supernova) and 
Harry Ingle’s Zink. Bertil Roos 
started the race from the back 
of the grid after having missed 
most of practice due to drive 
shaft failure, but managed to 
work up to the seventh row of 
the two by two grid before the 
flag dropped. By the sixth lap 
he was through to second place 
and rapidly catching Forbes 
Robinson, However, by the end 
of that lap he was’ blackflagged. 
His entrant Fred Opert said 
afterwards that he would no 
longer enter Roos in any Super- 
Vee races in America. 
According to Opert, Roos will 
now concentrate on the Player's 
Canadian Formula Atlantic 
championship and selected F2 
© Total starting/prize fund for 
this year’s. 75-lap John Player 
FI Grand Prix at Brands Hatch 
stands at £74,750. The regul: 
tions for the meeting will be 
available from the RAC Motor 
Sport Division early next week. 
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Pearson’s back 
with a win 


David Pearson returned to the 
NASCAR. circuit last weekend 
to win the Winston 500 around 
the 2.66 mile Alabama  Inter- 
national ‘Speedway. As at 
Daytona, this race was shortened 
by 15. miles, Pearson led for 
most of the race with his Puro- 
lator Mercury, finally maintaining 
a two car length margin over 
Benney Parson's Chevrolet 
Richard Petty. finished on the 
same lap in third place ahead 
of Charlie” Glotabach’s Ford. 
Peuty’s third place moves him 
past Cale Yarborough in the 
NASCAR point standings. Yar- 
borough finished ninth. 


Gulf’s two cars 
for Nurburgring 


With Guif now leading the World 
Manufacturers’ Championship, 
they will probably run two cars 
fat the Nurburgring 1000 kms on 
May 19, round 3 in the series. In 
addition to the usual partner: 
ship of Mike Hailwood/Derek 
Bell, James Hunt will drive the 
second car probably with Vern 
‘Schuppan, 


Bishops Court stops 


The Irish racing venue Bishops 
Court has been closed down for 
security reasons ag it's an opera- 

nal airfield, Meanwhile the 
Kirkizcewn promoters are reviv: 
ing the Ulster Trophy race for 
Formula Atlantic ears on June 
1 


© Our deputy editor Robert Fear- 
nail will be leaving Aurosrort to 
take up an appointment as Press/ 
Promotions Officer for Silver- 
stone Circuits from June 1 


® Every finisher in this Sunday's 
JCB Historic Car race at Silver 
stone will be presented with a 
bettle of brandy by courtesy of 
Martini Rossi, 


Wilds in 
British GP 


Mike Wilds, who is currently 
holding fourth place in the 
Rothmans European Formula 
5000 Championship, may be an: 
other driver to make his Formula 
T debut in the John Player 
British Grand Prix at’ Brands 
Hatch on July 20. 

‘March, it seems, will lend their 
test 741 car to Dempster’s for 
the race and give Wilds his first 
FI race 


Harper's race 
in Britain 


2 "team for David Purley and 
Dieter Quester has become al 


ready rather disillusioned with 
the apparent lack of support from 
the March factory for his 
effort 


Meanwhile Harper is hoping to 
back @ combined Formula 1 and 
2 meeting at an MCD circuit in 
‘August. Harper says that he will 
arrange the sponsorship and 
television coverage and will 
guarantee the circuit promoters 
Sgainst any. losses that they 
could incur. The most likely date 
‘available seems to be the Late 
Summer Bank Holiday Monday 
Brands Hatch meeting. 


F1 at Albi? 


An interested visitor to Jarama 
during the Spanish Grand Prix 
was Frenchman Armand Brouzes 
who was sounding out the teams, 
drivers. and. organisations in 
Formula 1 as to their willing. 
ness to compete in a non- 
Championship FI race at Albi 
later on in the year. First re- 
actions from the various factions 
proved positive and Jean-Pierre 
Beltoise has been asked to look 
at the course and its safety pi 
Cautions. ‘The prospective date 
currently mentioned is between 
the Italian and Canadian Grands 
Prix 


FI qualifying 


A spokesman from the Formula 
1 Association last week said that 
following an agreement reached 
between them and the RAC last 
year, they determine who is 
allowed to start in the Jobn 
Player Grand Prix and if anyone 
proves too slow in. practice, 
‘then they won't race The re: 
mark. arose after concern was 
shown about the stories of new- 
comers to FI. racing at the 
British GP who may prove 
uncompetitive 

© Peter Gethin will be driving a 
new Chevron 826 at this week- 
fend’s Martini Silverstone Inter- 
national and the car will In- 
corporate a number of new 
innovations In addition to a new 
2litre "development engine" 
from Brian Hart 


Vel’s Parnelli 
Jones F1 plans 


Andrew Ferguson — managing 
director of the Vel's Parnelll 
Jones European division—cleared 
up. few points about the Par 
pelli. Jones Formula 1 operation 
this week. The first car is being 
constructed at the moment and 
should be off the jig in July 
ready to run, A second one will 
follow and by the time of their 
first Grand Prix — the Canadian 
—three will be built. 

Extensive test sessions will 
take place during August and 
September before the team's 
first two Grands Prix (Canada and 
America) and test sessions will 
continue through December in 
California before moving to 
Argentina for tyre testing. In 
1975, the team then plan to do 
the entire World Championship 
and non-champlonship programme 
of Formula I races. After the 
South African GP, the team will 
be based in Europe for an initial 
operation of three years, possibly 
in England. However there is no 
tie-up, Ferguson confirmed, be 
tween GRD and the  Parnelli- 
Jones set-up. 

By the 1975 Argentine GP. 
four Parnehi Jones Fl cars wil 
be ready and of course Mario 
Andretti will be the lead driver 
for the three year period, and a 
decision will be made after the 


‘American GP as to a number 
2 driver 

Meanwhile the team have 
acquired two new Lolas for this 
year's American Formula 5000 
Series “as a run-in for the FI 
Programme,” and Andrettl has 
been testing the Lolas at Mid 
Ohio and” Riverside where he 
was below the lap record at both 
Circuits. At Mid Ohio, he beat 
the record by no less than 2 s, 

‘The Vet's of the Parnelli outfit 
is Vel Miletich who is a tremen- 
dous enthusiast in. mckor sport 
hroughout the world. From their 
racing base in Torrance, the team 
comprises a staff of 55 with a 
tremendous capital investment in 
all their racing categories; there's 
@ USAC team running three cars, 
but with back-ups there are nine 
cars on call and 22 engines. In 
addition there's a Broneo section 
for Parnelli Jones, a drag section, 
a dirt. team for ‘Mario Andretti 
and Al Unser and the previously 
‘menrioned Formula 5000 team. 
Ferguson stresses that the 
Formula 1 project is a very 
serious venture with a staff in 
this section alone being around 
20 and although the team is very 
much “all American” and backed 
by American dollars, this section 
will be based in Europe for prac 
sical reasons, The Ontario Motor 
Speedway also comes within the 
organisation's boundaries and 
therefore they have quite an 
outstanding testing facility on 
hand. 


HISTORIC ity 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 


prize of £5 and 
Shear Gack of thw tokeantng cours 


May 12. Martini/Interserie, Silverstone. 
July 20. British Grand Prix, Brands Hatch. 
August 18. Thruxton International, Thruxton, 
‘September 8. Gold Cup, Oulton Park. 
September 22. Tourist Trophy, Silverstone. 
The competition is open only 
and there is 
Each submission 
fisement which will appear in AUTOSPORT before a 
takes place. 
The competition is restricted to black and white photo- 
grephs of 4iin x. 6jin size minimum, and. ent 
State type of camera and film used, and th 


The entrant's full name and address must be in bi 
capitals. cl printed on plain paper, carelully taped. tc 
the back of each picture. 


Photographs will not be ned unless accompanied by 
a stamped addressed envelope 


No responsibility 

ging panel for any dam 
graphs submitted, howsoeve # 
|e final and correspondenc 


The winner of the first round of the photo 
graphic competition is 

P. J. WILSON, 

6 BROMWICH LANE, 

PEDMORE, 

STOURBRIDGE, 

worcs. 


who submitted the photo below 
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Tyrrell 007 sets pace at Nivelles 


‘The fifth round in the World 
Championship takes place this 
Sunday at Nivelles, _ Belgium. 
‘This rather featureless 2.313-mile 
circuit is the setting for the 89- 
lap race and Ferrari start 
favourite again with their two 
drivers, Niki Lauda and Clay 
Regazzoni, holding first and sec 
‘ond places in the World Cham. 
pionship standings. 

‘However, the main news from 
Nivelles last. week when Good: 
year tyre tests were taking 
Place, was the performance of 
the new Elf Tyrrell 007. Patrick 
Depailler emerged fastest over: 
all'on the last day of testing at 
1m iis in the car that Jody 
Scheckter drove in. Spain and 
Scheckter was equally as rapid 
{in his test sessions. Depailler will 
have his own Tyrrell 007/2 ready 
in time for the race. 

Lauda's best was half a sec- 
with Carlos Reute 


and. Ickx’s JPS and Vern 
Schuppan’s Ensign sharing 1m 
125 5, 

Brabham on this occasion will 
be fielding three cars for, in 
addition to Reutemann and new 
number 2 Rikki von Opel, 
there will be a third Hitachi- 
sponsored BT44 for Teddy Pilette 
who will be making his Formula 
T debut in his home Grand Prix. 

Vern Schuppan will be having 
his first race in the Teddy Yipp- 
backed Formula 1 Ensign and fol- 


lowing its impressive debut in 
the International Trophy at Si 
verstone, the FI Token will be 
reappearing for Welshman Tom 
Pryce. 

The other entries are as be. 
fore, ‘with the initial prospect of 
Finnish Interserie champion Leo 
Kinnunen making his Formula 1 
debut here, now seeming remote 
(no car had been linked with his 
name when we closed for press), 
and it is unlikely that the Maki 
for Howden Ganley will be ready 
in time. 

It is expected that 30 cars 

will be allowed to start the race. 
There are two I}-hour practice 
sessions on Friday and. Satur. 
day and the race is scheduled to 
start at 3.05 pm on Sunday. 
@ With Clit’ Morgan, head of 
Radio Sport, showing more in 
terest in motor sport, there will 
be quite extensive coverage of 
the Belgian GP on the radio. On 
Friday sports desk on Radio 2 
at 6.45 pm, there will be reports 
‘on the first day's practice and on 
Sport on 2 on Saturday at around 
5,30 pm there will be reports on 
the final practice session. More 
practice details and grid placings 
will be given on Radjo 4's Satur- 
day Sports session between 6.30 
pm and 7pm and a report of 
the race on Sunday can be heard 
fon Radio | at 7pm. On Monday 
morning at either 7.25am or 
25am, it is hoped to have an 
interview with the winner 


@South African Formula Ford 
champion Kenny Gray has pur- 
chased a Van Diemen RF 74 to 
contend this year's BOC FF series 

t Is when he can get his 
entries accepted ! 


© The JCB Historic car race at 
this Sunday's Martini Silverstone 
meeting will include former 
Grand Prix driver Bruce Halford, 
who will be back behind the 
wheel of a Cooper-Bristol for the 
10 lap race, entered by Barry 
Simpson Engineering. 


@ Silvio Moser’s condition is re- 
ported to have improved follow- 
Ing his serious accident in the 
Monza 1000. kms. The Swiss 
driver has been moved from 
Milan to a hospital in Switzer- 
fand, but is still in a serious 
condition, 


© Rod Sawyer, former Hexagon 
team manager, is_ currently 
‘arranging travel through James 
Vance Travel Ltd, specialist tour 
operators, for Formula One, Two, 
500 and Sports Car personnel 
Hotel and car hire may also be 
arranged, and Sawyer may be 
reached ‘at 01-205 4006, 


© Gabriel Konig will be the sole 
British representative at Monaco 
in the Grand Prix feminin 
de Monaco which will take place 
fon the Grand Prix day in Renault 
5 LS, Competition will come from 
Yvette Fontaine, Liane Engeman, 
“Biche,” and Eeva He:nonen 
‘among ‘others. 
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Revised BMW 


BMW Concessionaires (GB) Ld 
announce that the motor indus: 
try. is getting back to normal 
‘They are doing nicely, thank you, 
with as large a share of new 
car registrations as they had Jast 
year, and the German factories 
are working to capacity. 

The J-litre coupé has no 
mechanical changes but altered 
Suspension settings give a more 
comfortable ride, Six-inch Alpina 
light-alloy wheels, at first fitted 
only to lightweight cars, are now 
standard and an adjustable-length 
steering column is another im 
provement. A  colour-matched 
Vinyl roof covering is fitted and 
there are detail interior changes. 
‘The price is £7,799. 

‘The 1602, which we saw at 
Geneva, is ow available in this 
country. It is the 1600, which 
was introduced in 1966, but it 
now carries the exterior and 
Interior body changes that the 
2002 recently underwent. Though 
of only 1873ce, i develops 85 
bhp and has a claimed maximum. 
speed cf 100 mph. For present 

this should be 


@ Scottish Van Diemen Formula 
Ford champion Graham Cuthbert, 
who won the Scottish FF series 
last year, has been forced to re- 
tire from’ racing for the remainder 
of this season owing to business 
commitments. 


Richard Morgan in Atlantic 


week with no ankle breakage as 
was first feared, 

Richard has acquired an engine 
from John Nicholson to go in 
to his brother's Formula Atlantic 
Chevron and Richard will con- 
tend the MCD series with the 
car and David will continue to 
concentrate on the Player's series. 
Dave may be selling the Chevron 
he is currently racing, to build 
up a new B27. Meanwhile look- 
ing towards next season, John 
Nicholson may not be driving in 
Formula Atlantic and perhaps we 
shall see Richard Morgan take the 
seat in his Atlantic Lyncer. 
© Elliott Forbes-Robinson, well 
known for his SuperVee ‘drives 
and. recently constructor of his 
own Lynn, after his wife, has 
been named as the second Eagle 
driver in. F5000 alongside Brett 
Lunger. Forbes-Robinson, 30, has 


Richard Morgan : FAtlantic. 


Following his nasty shunt at 
Oulton Park the Saturday before 
last, Richard Morgan—one of the 
best talents to emerge from 
Formula Ford this season—was 


hobbling around Oulton last _also recently been driving Porsche 
Sunday after having been released Carreras. to. further — his. 
from hospital during the previous experience, 


“AUTOSPORT’/Veuve du Vernay results 


The free trip to the Monaco Grand Prix for two, all expenses paid, 
din the AuTosroRT Veuve du Vernay competition last month 
has been won by Mr V. J. Piggott of Huddersfield. 

‘Out of an enormous number of entries, only 226 readers answered 
all the five questions correctly. Of these 226, the judges — including 
Catchpole’s creator Barry Foley —decided Mr Piggott’s caption to 
the cartoon was the most amusing 

Correct answers to the questions were 

1. Graham Hill has won more Monaco Grands Prix than any 

other driver. 
fe Stewart's 


th Grand Prix win was the 1973 Monaco 


iam Grover, who usually raced under the pseudonym 

* Williams,”" won the first Monaco Grand Prix. 

4. Slowest Grand Prix in the past 20 years was Beltolse's 
victory at Monaco in 1972—he averaged 63.85 mph. 

5. Yackle Stewart lapped at 85.59 mph in the Tyrrell during 
the 1971 race. 

Mr Piggott’s cartoon caption was 


| understand that 
between races he 
works as a wine 
waiter at 

Lord Hesketh’s 
house parties.” 


The five runners-up, who win magnums of Veuve du Vernay, 
supplied the following captions 
“This win must give a great lift to her supporters.” — 
A.J. B, Andersz, High Wycombe. 
“Do you have to keep singing Monte Carlo or bust?” — 
Jeff Baker, Chester. 
“I hope he manages to fill the right cup.” 
Witney 
“That's not the only thing that's going to go with a bang. 
—Susan Edwards, Liverpool. 
Veuve du Vernay and Booby — what a lovely pair." —John 
Allen, Adisham. 
Our thanks to all the entrants for their efforts. And see you in 
‘Monaco, Mr Piggott. 


John Bick 


RAYNESWAY GARAGE LTD 


RAYNESWAY 
SPONDON, DERBYSHIRE 
Telephone 0332 671225 


ENGINES FOR SALE 


2-Litre BDA injected F/2. Fully rebuilt at Titans and unused 
since, t/plate clutch. pumps, etc. Ready to race £1250 


2-Litre RES BDA. Fully rebuilt and unused since, complete 
with Lucas injection t/plate clutch, etc, as above £1250 


Main Distributors for 
DERBYSHIRE : STAFFORDSHIRE 
CHESHIRE 


FVC 1800. Newly rebuilt bottom end, mostly new parts, com: 
plete t/plate clutch, etc. Unused since rebuild £1250 


Atlantic Richardson BDA 1600. Just rebuilt (bills for £280) 
Absolutely complete and ready to race £1250 


Atlantic Richardson BDA. Choice of 2 engines. 2 races only 
each, both complete each £1000 


ALL MODELS AVAILABLE 


Holbay Injected 1600 F/3 engine. T/cam. Fully rebuilt, clutch 
injection, air box, pumps, etc. 1973 engine. Choice of 2 £450 


Vegantune 1600. F/3. T/cam. Just fully rebuilt af Whitheads 
and complete, carbs, clutch, pumps, etc £395 


FVA 1600, 9 Series, updated. Rebuilt and unused... €750 
ts Bile Allen Smith, aluminium BDA, 160 miles only. Complete 

If you are a rally specialist or Bs cacyrasrecnl comtte ta000 onert 
Novamotor T/cam, 1973 engine e180 
have any rally equipment to Rebuild. Unused since, injection clutch, etc £450 


ANY OF THE ASOVE OPEN TO PX RACE SPARES, ENGINES, 
GEARBOXES, CARS, ETC. 


sell why not give us a ring on 


01-636 3600 


R. D. H. RACING, 
2 Ashbrook Road, Bollington, Cheshire 


Tel: Bollington 74022 


RATIONAL MRAQS7A 
RADIO LUXEMBOURG ‘208” STARDAY DRAG RACE 


Happiness is Drag Ra Blackbushe Airport 
. , (on A.30 nr Camberley, Surrey) 

with U.K.'s Best Racers 

200 mph dragsters and funny cars. SAT, 11th MAY (11 am-5 pm) 

150 mph stockers and motorcycles. HECTIC QUALIFYING 

With UK’s best racers: % Denis (Gates open 10 am) 


Priddie % Gary Goggin % Clive Skilton SUN, MAY 12 % ALL 


% Liam Churchill + Roz Prior # Ed ACTION RACE DAY 
Shaver % The Stones % The Hillbillys (Gates open 9 am) 


Aang OCA om ey eT ERRATA fon both days see the new wheelie car and the 
many many more incredible Gerry Gooch motorcycle team 


POP STAR GUEST APPEARANCE BY = THE SWEET 
+ HOT CHOCOLATE « BAY CITY ROLLERS <= AND WELLINGTON + 
WOMBLE « ADMISSION £1 PER DAY, TWO DAY TICKET £1.50 


Weekend camping facilities available. Admission includes pits, paddock, parking and VAT. 
Children under 12 admitted free on both days. Come early for grandstand seat. Licensed bars, 
refreshments, displays, goodies stalls and hot rod show. 


The organisers reserve the right to alter, amend or cancel, whole or any part of the meeting without notice. 
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While Barrie Williams has been 
recovering from his injucies over 
Easter, the  Mathwall-prepared 
Mazda RX3 has been undergoing 
test sessicns in the hands of Tom 
Pryce. Following the recurrence 
of the engine misfire with the 
Mazda cver Easter, testing was a 
top pricrity and Pryce completed 
over 50 laps of Goodwood last 
week and despite one excursion 
through a prive: hedge, Tom 
reported all was well 
signs of the misfire 

‘A further tests 
place at Silverstone, 
batch of Bridgetone racing tyres 
and Pryce lapped in the 1m 49s 
bracke-—just outside the lap 
record—with no trace of the 
misfire 


with no 


Williams’ ankle is now out of 
plaster and he Is scheduled to 


Pit and Paddock 
Pryce tests Mazda 


Tom Pryce —tests Mazda RX3, 


t Siiverstone on 


Friday in preparation for the 


Martini meeting 


Avon’s bonus 
scheme 


Avon's recently formed Motor 
Sport Service have launched a 
bonus scheme for competitors in 
the Britax and Triplex produc 
tion saloon car championships 
and in production sports 
races who use Avon tyres all 
round and display an Avon 
sticker. Top prize money of £100 
nd other cash prizes are avail 
‘able and interested competitors 
must first register with Alan 
Blake at Avon's Melksham, Wilt 
shire factory. 


@ Robert Cooper Is returning & 
Formula Ford racing this week 
fend at the Martini International 
Silverstone meeting after a period 
In Formula Atlantic with the ex 
Niki Lauda F2 March. Lack 0 
funds has prevented Cooper from 
continuing in Atlantic and. his 
return to Formula Ford will be 
with a Merlyn Mk 25 using 
Cooper Motor engines; he will be 
concentrating on the STP and 
BOC Championships 


CATCHPOLE 


Weekend 


@.The Calor T 


clubbies 


Trophy 


ransport 


meeting takes place at Ingliston 


this Sunday 
and hi 
special 


Dryden's Firenza, 
Frank Gunn's 


Boss Excort, 
BDA, John Calv 


arting at 2.15 pm 
attracted some exciting 


including Bill 
Doug. Niven's 
jert’s Escort BDA, 


Tony Sugden’s Escort BDE, John 


Myerscough's 
Smith and 
and Alex Clach 


Escort TC, Eric 
edric Bell in Minis 


er’s Imp. The F2 


cars of Iain McLaren, Tony Char- 


nell, Andy Barton, Phil 

Tommy Reid and Doug Thom: 
Bob Leckie’s ex-Gethin 

McLaren in the 


son fa 
F5000 


Barak, 


bre 


@ There are championship races 


galore at this 
Snetterton 

rounds in the 
saloon, — ShellS} 
Triplex producti 


‘Sunday's BARC 

including 
sso Uniflo special 
port clubmen’s, 
jon saloon, Wella 


Formula Ford, Forward Trust F3, 


Tricentrot 
Circle mod sport 
‘The first race s 


sports GT and Blue 


ts championships. 
ts at 2pm. 


Championship points... 


G1 brake ducts 


Although brake cooling scoops 
looked as though they were going 
to be allowed in Group 1 from 
the Martini Silverstone meeting 
(some cars even had them fitted, 
but not connected in the Easter 
Castrol rounds), It now seems 
that they. will not be approved 
after all. This decision was to be 
taken yesterday 

an RAC 

meeting, unfortunately after we 
went to press 


Eugenio Dragoni 


We regret to announce the death 
of Eugenio Dragoni, 65, a former 


race director with Fi He 
was with the Italian team from 
1961 to 1966 and was one of 
the personalities who precip! 
tated John Surtees’ departure 


from the team at Le Mans. In 
recent years he has been on the 
Organisational side of | It 

races and clubs, and his eager: 
ness to promote young Italian 
drivers recently led to the forma 
tion of the Marizzio Flammini 
Duilio Truffo F2 team, which has 


shown such promise. With 
Dragoni's death, it seems that 
the team may be unable to 
continue 


@ Although he's as non-commital 
as ever, John Coombs" name has 
been linked with the Baty Chev- 
ron Formula 2 team. 


ee Sete 


Dolomite success 


‘The Triumph Dolomite Sprint has 
repeated its success in Bel 

In last Sunday's 500 kms race, 
the Bill Shaw-prepared Dotomite 
shared between Teddy. Pilette 
and John Hine finished eighth 
overall and dominated the 24-litre 
class, finishing over 2m ahead of 

nearest Alfa 

‘Overall, the race was won by 
the 3-litre BMW of Xhenceval and 
Demol from the Plymouth Heml- 
cuda of Bertinchamps with Pat- 
rick Neve and Francis Polak 
taking an Opel Commodore into 
third-place. 


Brise in F3 


Tony Brise will be returning to 
Formula 3 this season after all. 
Brise will drive the F3 Modus in 
the prestigious, Monaco race 
‘There are plans for Brive to drive 
8 F2 Modus before the end of the 
Year using a Holbay Pinto engine, 
Meanwhile Robert Arnott's F3 
hired out on 

t weekend, 


® Chris Montague moves early 
next week to new premises 300 
yards from his current address. 
The new larger premises are at 
380/2 Finchley Road, London 
NW2 and the telephone number 
remains the same, 


By Barry Foley 


HOWON EARTHCAN DUNLOP. 


AFFORD To GET INVOLVED WITH 1 
MOTOR RACING AGAIN? 


EASY, THEY GET COMPOUND INTEREST 
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All your weekend sport 


Side-by-side battle between a couple of turbocharged Porsche 917/108 in last year's race. Six big Porsches 


‘are entered this year, thre 


‘of them turbocharged. 


MARTINI SILVERSTONE 


Sports car confrontation — 
full supporting line-up 


What better place to open this 
years Interserie Champlonship 
than Silverstone, where the big 
turbocharged Porsches can really 
use thelr 1,000 bhp with the 
‘Strong 2-litre sports car entry not 
far adeift, Over 40. sports cars 
fare ‘entered for this Sunday's 


Silverstone 
headed by 
charged 917-61 
Herbert Muller, Willi Kaubsen 
and Georg Loos; Muller will be 
tiving the Martini-sponsored car 


Its first appearance, at appro- 
priately enough this Martini- 
Sponsored meeting. 

Helmut Kelleners’ 8.1 tre 
McLaren-Chevrolet. M20, Finn 
Lasse Sirvio in a SA_ litre 
Porsche Spyder, Kauhsen’s 


second. unturbocharged Porsche 
for an un-nominated driver, Ger 
man, Ernst Kraus in a similar 
Porsche 917/10 and Swiss Group 
2 driver Cox Kocher in Muller's 
Ferrari 512M are among the other 
top entries in the big category. 

"The Sport 00 class has pro- 
duced a very strong entry to 
challenge the Porsche might, in- 
cluding the very fast 2 litre 
Chevrons for Peter Gethin, John 
Lepp, Peter Hanson and Spaniard 
Rafael Barrios and the new works 
Lola of Martin Raymond. Euro- 
pean 2 litre sports car champion 
Chris Craft will be driving the 
Crowne Racing Lola fitted with 
the works 2 litre Tecno engine, 
while three 74S Marches from 
Paulenco Racing include Brazilian 
Pedro de Lamare, Spaniard Emilio 
Zapico and Roy Johnson among 
the drivers. Many more 2-litre 
Chevrons and the like are also 
entered for British drivers includ- 
ing Peter Smith, Peter Long, 
lan Harrower and Brian Josce: 
Iyne, 


The successful long-distance 
sports car driver Reinhold Jost 
has his 3 litre Porsche 908, and 
other 3 litre entries include Alain 
de Cadanet's DFV-powered Le 
Mans car, the Lolas of Jeremy 
Lord and German Heinz Schultes, 
the BOAC-winning Alfa Romeo 
T33/8 for Richard Pilkington and 
three Porsche-powered KMW 
Specials for Muller-Perschl, 
Eberhard Braun and Kurt Hild. 

‘Other unknown devices 
clude the 5 litre ACA S74 
Weslake for Swiss driver Gregor 
Fischer and a 34-litre Deutsch 
Rover for successful Super Vee 
exponent Lothar Schoerg 

‘Certainly a very varied and 
full field of sports cars for the 
21 lap sprint heat on Sunday, 
followed by the final itself over 
35 laps. 

‘Sunday's full and well- 
supported programme also com- 
Brises championship rounds for 
John Player Formula Atlantics, 
Castrol Group 1 saloons, 
STP Formula Fords and JCB 
Historie C The Player's 
Atlantic race (over 17 laps) 
promises very close competition 
between the Marches of Oulton 
winner Jim Crawford, team-mate 
Stephen Choularton, Ted Wentz, 
Matt Spitzley, Alan Jones, Bev 
Bond, Geoff Friswell and Atlantic 
newcomer Andy Rouse while 
Tony Brise will be tying to 
repeat his sensational perform. 
ance at the April. International 
meeting, this time with the 
works Modus. Tom Walkinshaw 
is another Modus driver, and 
other leading x"ries_ include 
John Nicholson's Lyncar, Cyd 
Williams’ "Brabham, Richard 
Scott’s Lola, Kim — Mather's 
Brabham. David Morgan's Chev. 
ron and Ray Mallock's Ensign. 

The largest Castrol Group 1 


entry of over 40 varied saloon 
cars has been enticed for the 
sixth round in the series, with 
Promise of another Camaro battle 


between Stuart Graham and 
Richard Lioyd and other Camaro 
drivers Vince Woodman, Les 


Nash and Bob Ridgard | while 
Gordon Spice’s Plymouth Cuda 
should be making its race debut 
at last. All the usual leading con 
tenders are entered in the other 
classes Including Peter Hanson's 
Opel Commodore, Tony Lan 
franchi's BMW CSi, Tom Walkin 
shaw's Ford Capri, Barrie Wi 
llams” Mazda, the Dolomites of 
Andy Rouse, Tony Dron, John 
Hine, John Handley and Rob 
Mason, John Lyon and Stan Clark 


in Alfas, Gerry Marshall's latest 
Magnum, Bernard Unett’s works 
Avenger’ and) John Markey's 
Toyota Celica 


The full JCB Historic entry 


naturally contains more Astons 
than usual at this AMOC- 
organised meeting, in addi- 
tion to the usual class 
contenders: Neil Corner's 
BRM, Willie Green's _Lister- 


Chevrolet, the Lister-Juguars of 
John Harper, Peter van Rossem 
and Bert Young and Richard 
Bond's Cooper-Bristol, 


Another Formula Ford slip- 
streaming battle can be expected 
in the STP races (they have two 
7 tap heats on Saturday and a 12 
lap final on Sunday) with such 
leading entries as Patrick Neve, 
Robert Cooper, John Crowe, 
Doug Bassett,’ Roger Orgee, 
Geoff Lees, John Murphy, Ai 
Lawler, Gordon Smiley, Matthew 
Argenti, Richard Hawkins, Simon 
Kirkby,” Roger Bruce-White, 
Mike Young, David Heale, Ber 
ard Vermilio and Stephen South. 
© Practice takes place on Satur. 
day from 9 am to 6 pm with the 
two Formula Ford heats in the 
afternoon, the first starting at 


2.45 pm. On Sunday there are 
six races starting with the 
Formula Ferd final’ at noon, 

© Another special train/coach 


service has been laid on between 
London Euston-Watford Junction. 
Northampton-Silverstone and 
back for Sunday and. full de- 
tails can be obtained from either 
Euston, Watford stations or 
Silverstone Circuits, 

©@ Basic admission for adults is 
Top on Saturday and 1.90 on 
Sunday and for details of pre 
booking facilities on Sunday, con 
tact Silverstone's booking office 
at Silverstone 273, 


Georg Loos’ colourful Porsche will be racing at Silverstone, seen here 


leading one of three KMW-Porsches that are entered. TI 


full 2-Uitre 


sports car entry should be well up with them. 
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Free computer test to find your perfect partner 


If you're sixteen or over you can take advantage of thi 
unique test, offered ne ~ Europe's largest 
computer dating org 
Just tell us what you're like and what you want, and our 
computer will find the perfect partner for you absolutely 


din your free test tod: ‘cive the computer's 


de wet partner. 
Your Sex LI put M or F AA eal 
Your Age L_s_Iyrs Your HeightLJ ftL_1_J ins 
Christian Name oxsoviy)Loe os tae 
Surname L Pare] 
Address j 
U J 


l 
Colouring 


Race/Nationality [auwcrecarrra 


Religion errea ren arace 


Occupation 


Now send this whole page to. 
Dateline, 23 Abingdon Road, London WS. (01-937 0102). 
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Using modern paychology. sociology and computer aci 
the computer will meticulously compare your perso 
profile with those of over 70,000 people, detail b 
Sniy then will the com 

objective description o 


you. 


f 


it 
by detail. 
miter print out a comprehensive and 
its choice of the perfect partner for 


[And . . . our superb 36 page full colour brochure 
Do you consider yourself: Do you like: 

Shy 1) — Cinema/theatre: 
Extrovert Good Food: 
Adventurous OO Travel 

Family type Cl Political Activities 


Clothes-conscious: 
Generous. 
Outdoor type: 
Creative: 
Practical 


Intellectual 


Oo 
Oo 
oO 
Oo 
Oo 


o 


The Pop scene 
Sport 

Do-it-yourself 
Camping/hiking/climbing: 


a 
Qo 
Oo 
o 
Classical music/literature: (7) 
Oo 
oO 
oO 
Oo 
E 


Voluntary work 


Look carefully at these pictures. Put an 
X across the three that most appeal 
to you 


Dateline 


Exciting isnt it? 


pat 


The Ick 


SPA 1000 kms 


Vest 


Jarier Matra leads the Bell/Hallwood Gulf as they lap the Braillard/St Hubert Porsche. 


Matra’s hollow victory 


By JEFF HUTCHINSON 


A frozen, but enthusia 


Bell/Mike Hallwood to 


‘A bad entry, plus a high failure 
GR7 heading little more than a GT/G 
34litre prototype to finish wa 
the running for the lead, but w: 
all of 


le crowd watched one of the most boring 1,000 kilometre races 
the Inception of the 3-litre formula with Jackie Ickx/Jean-Pierte Jarier leading home Derek 

ive Matra their first win of the year, but with Gulf moving ahead 
in the championship table after just two rounds. 

‘early on in the race left the Matra-Simea and Gulf 
field for the majority of the race. The only other 
the Martini turbocharged Porsche Carrera which was never in 

comfortably ahead of the remaining GT ¢4 
the 2-litre prototypes dropped out before one-third distance. The 


Pictures by PETER BURN 


after virtually. 
yecond Matra. of 


Henri Pescarolo/Gerard Larousse was out of the race early on for the second time in a 
fortnight, this time with a blown head gasket after the motor overheated. John Fitzpatrick 


led home the GT field once more and scored a fine fourth place over 


I for Bi 


‘effort. Only 


14 of the original 28 starters were classified as finishers. 


The only bright spot of the 
trying to cateh the leading M: 


regrettable in retrospect 

‘The beautiful Spa road circuit is not only 
the quickest circuit in Europe, but also one 
of the most controversial. A ‘current 3-litre 
prototype will average something around 
250 kph over the 14.2 kms track, most of that 
distance spent in fifth gear pulling around 
maximum revs from the engine, It takes the 
utmost concentration and a lot of courage to 
lap at this speed; a lot of courage for the 
driver to commit himself and his car to the 
limit of its adhesion and a set line seeing 
two slower cars, perhaps 70 kms an hour 
slower, up ahead and not knowing if they will 
keep out of the way. All around are row 
upon row of pine trees broken only by the 
odd house and brick wall, the separation 
between the driver and these being just the 
thin corridor of steel barriers, which at best 
will contain an accident and at worst act as 
a launching ramp. 

For this reason, plus the other possibility 
of sudden and frequent changing track condi- 
tions caused by the notorious Spa rain 
showers on isolated parts of the circuit, 
Grand Prix racing stopped coming to. this 
circuit in 1970. The World Championship of 
Makes race, now titled the “Grand Prix de 
Spa” continues to take place every year, but 
each year the number of drivers willing to 
race at the circuit gets less and less, some 


10 


se was the Gulf team’ 
‘a which pulled out = lap right at the beginning when Bell 
was forced to stop with « leaking fuel pressure gauge. The two cai 

the same apart at the end of the 7I-lap race which made the 


effort, particularly Derek Bell's in 


‘Snished almost exactly 
arlier stop even more 


influenced by the GPDA's boycott of this 
track and others for their own reasons. Every 
year the entry gets a little bit worse and this 
Year it was worse than ever. 

Thirty-nine cars were listed as entries, but 
only 31 arrived and even less were destined 
to race. Ferrari once more stayed. at home, 
while the biggest shock of all was to find 
that the Alfa team had also stayed in Italy 
Everybody thought that after thelr win at 
Monza they would be certain runners, even 
if only with one car, to help consolidate their 
strong championship lead over Matra. Two 
cars were entered with only Stommelen and 
Merzario as named drivers, but a last minute 
decision influenced by driver shortage and 
the dangerous nature of the track (the flat-12 
Alfa made its race debut here a year earlier 
‘and was seriously damaged when De Adamich 
crashed following a tyre failure) meant that 
Matra had a clear run and a good chance of 
equalling the Alfa score Last year it had 
taken Matra the whole season to recover 
from the 15-point deficit they had started off 
with when Ferrari scored in the first round 
land they scored nothing. 

Matra's plans for an easy 20 points at this 
race were looking decidedly less sure after 
the first day's practice, however, for it was 
the only other leading 3-litre contender, the 
Gulf GR7 that headed the list of practice 


times, Gulf had arrived at Spa direct from 
Monza, both cars with fresh engines, the 


Monza race car now the “T” car for this race 


while the “T" car at Monza became the race 
car for here. With speed so vital at this 
circuit. it would have been interesting and 
perhaps a big advantage to have used la 


Year's coupé V12 chassis, but equipped with 
the Cosworth V8 engine like the open cars. 

Top speed played a slightly less important 
role this year, however, for the high speed 
blind from the top of the hill just past the 
pits to the hairpin just before the pits, was 
broken by a new chicane: at Malmédy. It 
brought the cars from flat in fifth gear down 
to a tight second gear interruption, but the 


positioning of the chicane was not too popu 
Tar amongst most of the drivers, for braking 
had to be carried out on the curved entry 


while for those that went off a steep bank 
On the outside was the prospect they faced. 

"The new chicane added around 12's to the 
lap times of last year, so by the end of the 
first day Bell and Hailwood were looking 
good with a3 m 24.3 5 and a 3 m 264 8 in 
Gach of the two cars, This was the first and 
only race win for the Gulf-Mirage M6 last 
Year and the team had high hopes of another 
Victory this year. 


Two hours on Thursday and three hours on 
Friday afternoon were the official practice 
sessions, but a wet start to Thursday's prac 
tice and a wet finish to Friday's effectively 
‘cut the amount of all important dry practice 
to just one hour each day. On the second day 
Bell und Hailwood got in several flying laps 
‘as soon as practice started and by the time 
it started to rain after about one hour it 
was still Bell/Hailwood on pole position for 
the race after Bell had dropped another 0.4 s 

his first. day's time, the car running 
Special soft sticks which ‘would probably be 
Used in the race. 


Following their Monza disaster Gitanes 
Matra were out in force and desperate to 
win this race, although things did not start 
off too well for them. They had. lost 
Pierre Beltoise for this race, but fc 
rumours as early as Monza, it was 
lance” Jacky Ickx that filled’his place, shar. 
ing the same Monza car with Jean-Pierre 
Jarier. Ickx always put up a very special 
performance on his “home track and that's 
What Matra were hoping when Ickx went out 
on the first day. Unfortunately he never even 
managed a quick time, for he ended up stuck 
out on the track throughout the dry period 
‘after the Matra's engine had broken. At 
Monza, Beltoise’s problem had been a 
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stripped timing gear due to bad heat treat- 
ment, while Pescarolo's had been a more 
Serious piston problem following a change of 
Pistons in this year’s engine. The exact rea- 
Son for the failure was not known although 
It was thought that a bad batch of connecting 
rods may have been a contributory. factor. 
Another engine also broke on the test bed so 
the team manager decided to drop the rev 
limit 400 rpm. Two fresh engines were hur- 
riedly, but very carefully, built up in Paris 
and Tushed overnight to Spa for Friday's 
Practice, Ickx recording a second best time 
Of 3 m 24.9 s before the rains came. When 
it did start to rain the Gulf drivers retired 
for afternoon tea, but Ickx decided he was 
nat finished, even if the track was soaking 
Wet. Driving like It was his last ever chance 
At the wheel of @ racing car he was lapping 
in 3m 49 5 despite the still very wet track, 
and his speed through the kink and up the 
ft sweeping right-hander after the pits was 
ight and sound as he’powered 


ig tunes with the V12 motor as it came 
off the power. Pescarolo/Larrousse 
Were sharing their normal car in third place, 
Pescarolo having 
Friday, while Thursday's best 
3m 263s, 

‘Also missing from the 3-litre entry were 
the two Porsche 908/35 of Reinhold Jost 
Racing, but fortunately, despite the very low 
starting money offered by the organisers 
r \s a strong 2-litre sports car entry. It 
Was the leading 2-litre car of John Lepp/ 
Vern Schuppan which shared the second row 
of the grid alongside the Matra, their best 
time a respectable 3m 41.1 8 in the semi. 
Wworks-backed ex-Gunston Chevron Hart-BDA 
B26 raced by the works at Kyalami and 
Cape ‘Town; the car was still painted in its 

Gunston colours although 
er Mill Racing with sponsor- 
ship from Domecq Sherry. Fastest 2-litre on 
‘Thursday had been the John Hine/lan Grob 
Chevron B23 which they also shared in South 
Africa, but Friday saw this car out of the 
race after Hine yd @ nasty crash. The 
front tyre went flat and the car turned left 
around the very fast Stavellot right-hander. 
‘The car made a very large bend in the barrier 
before running along the top and then drop- 
ping back on to the track and ending up 
Against the opposite barrier. Hine was fortun- 
‘ately unburt, while the chassis of the Chev- 
ron was extensively damaged and impossible 
to repair for the race. 

Next place on the grid was taken by the 
more powerful version of the two Ligier 
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Maserati JS2s, this time being driven by Guy 
Chasseuil and Francois Migault. Migault set 
2 3 m 46.0 5 on the first day, but then ended 
Up parked halfway up the bank going into 
the ‘chicane during the first few minutes of 
practice on Friday. The car returned to the 
Pits little the worse for wear, although t 
the time all the wheel alignment had been 
checked out the rain had set in. The Ligier 
team had worse luck with their second car 
which was being driven by new pairing Jean- 
Pierre Jaussaud/Bob Wollek. Wollek went off 
the road at a much faster point and both the 
front and back of the car was looking very 
secondhand after it had spun down the 
barrier. Both cars were taken back to. the 
garage where it was hoped to get them back 
to normal during the free day on Saturday, 
but’ Wollek’s was found to be irreparable 
with a twisted chassis. 

The close battle between the Ligier and the 
turbo Porsche continued at this race, and it 
looks like being an exciting one, for 


The Muller/van Lennep Porsche turbocharged 
lifts @ wheel through the Masta kink at 150 
‘mph (below) and keeps the locale interested 
(above). 


bearded little Herble Muller and Gijs van 
Lennep were only 0.9 s slower than the be: 
3m 46 5 of the Ligier. Both the Porsche 
Grivers were feeling a lot happier with the 
ear after softer front shock absorbers had 
Improved the high speed handling characteris- 
tes, 

The Chevron B23-BDG of Michel Dupont/ 
Laurent Ferrier came next with a best time 
of 3 m 48.5 5, just quicker than the second 
Ligier on 3 m 49.7 5 set on the first day. 
The Hine/Grob car should have filled the next 
place with a best of 3 m 49.9 5 before the 
Accident. The second Forge Mill Chevron B26, 
but powered by a Smith FVD engine, of Peter 
Hanson/Rafael Barrios came next, the car 
only practising on Friday and recording a 
best of 3 m 58.6 s after trying to cure a per- 
sistent engine misfire 

‘The only other car to break the 4m barrier 
was the new 2-litre Lola T294-FVD of Martin 
Raymond/Tony Goodwin with a best of 3m 
59.5 s. The Monza 2ulitre class winning 
Chevron B23 had been all the way back to 
England for a quick engine rebuild and check- 
over, returning to the continent for Dave 
Welpton/Paulo Monty to drive. The best time 
was a 4 m 0.5 s before Monty spun on his 
first lap and badly bent the front sub frame, 
nose and radiator which had to be replaced 
or repaired throughout Saturday to get the 
car on the grid for the race. Roger Heavens/ 
Herve Leguellec were together again for this 
race, thelr Lola T294 complete with a fresh 
‘Smith FVD engine after the other one had 
blown a head gasket at Monza. Their best was 
a 4m 14-2 thme which was equalled by 
John Fitzpatrick in the Gelo racing Porsche 
Carrera RSR which Fitz had lapped a full 
44.8 quicker than the next GT car of Claude 
Haldi/Claude Ballot-Lena, which had the 
Andrew Fletcher/Tony Birchenough Chevron 
B23-FVC just ahead with a best of 4m 3.6 5, 

‘The versatile German Manfred Mohr had 
forsaken the AMS for a BMW 3.0 CSL which 
he was sharing with its owner Martino 
Finotto, Mohr by far the fastest G2 car with 
fan Impressive best time of 4m 68 s. Five 
Carreras filled the next five places, Clemens 
Schickentanz/WIli Kauhsen, Paul Keller/Hans 
Heyer, Jean Louis Haxhe/Helmut Koinigg, 
Bernard Cheneviere/Claude Zbinden and Jur- 
gen Barth/Jurgen Neuhaus separated by 7 s 
On the grid. One Porsche 908/3 did arrive for 
this race, that of Pla/Toredemer, but the pair 
of them were pathetically slow’ with a best 
of 4m 156 s and Hailwood remarking that 
this car was one of the most difficult to pass 
on the circuit. Brian Joscelyne was sharing 
a new Dorset Foods Lola 7292-FVC with 
Belgium Claude Crespin recording a best of 
4 m 173 8 and the Ian Harrower/Tony 
Birchenough Chevron B19 made a best time 
of 4m 192 5. 

A Inte arrival was the Pino Pica/Giorgio 
Planta Lola T282 which only managed a few 
laps in the wet to record a best of 4 m 1 
‘Two more saloon cars, a Porsche Carrera and 
the all girl team of Christine Beckers/Yvette 
Fontaine brought up the back of the grid, the 
girls setting a best of 4 m 24.4 s on the first 
day before blowing up the FVC engine of their 
new Seiko backed Chevron B21. 

Emilio Zapico/Alan Stubbs were the only 
non qualifiers after just a couple of slow 
laps in their new Garvey Sherry backed March 
—Richardson FVC 74S entered by Paulenco 
Racing. This was one of a two car team, the 
other car not even getting a timed lap after 
the clutch plates were found to have been put 
In the wrong way round. 


RACE - 


Race day dawned dry but freezing cold, and 
after an unofficial incident free half ‘hour 
practice session the 28 car grid lined up for 
the late 2pm start. Had the race been run 
in the wet the organisers would almost cer- 
tainly have had to shorten the race for it 
would have been almost dark by the end. The 
only cars missing from the grid were Wollek’s 
Ligier and the Hine/Grob car, although Hine 
and Grob got a race after all, driving the 
Welpton Chevron B21. Monty ‘had returned 
to Spain having failed to qualify for the race 


n 


While Welpton was told by a local doctor 
that he was not fit enough to race and so he 
also had to step down, 

When the flag fell it was Ickx who made 
the best start, Bell losing time with too much 
wheel spin and falling in behind Ickx into 
the first corner, while Pescarolo made it a 
Gulf sandwich with the second Matra. Lepp 
made a good start in fourth place with the 
turbo Porsche and Ligier close behind, the 
Fest of the grid being swallowed up in a 
huge cloud of cement’ dust. which marshals 
had liberally spread: everywhere at the first 
sight of leaking water as the cars warmed 
thelr engines before the start. 

‘As the pack disappeared over the hill for 
the first time yellow flags suddenly appeared 
as the middle cars went through, Barrios 
having been nudged from behind and sent 
spinning into the barrier, Fortunately every 
body managed to miss him, but when Barrios 
got back the front damage to the car was 
too bad to repair during the race and s0 the 
car was pushed away, the first of many 

For a while it looked as though the crowd 
that had braved the cold had paid to see 
such a small entry were not going to be dis 
appointed after all, the first three cars pulling 
‘out big gaps from the rest, but locked in a 
really close battle. Unfortunately it did ni 
last for long, for after three laps both Bell 
and Pescarolo had trouble leaving Ickx way 
Out ahead all on his own. 

Pescarolo stopped to report serious over 
heating which the Matra pit tried to cure 
The Frenchman went out for one more lap, 
but by this time the head gasket had blown 
and so Matra’s chances were already cut By 
50 per cent. Bell's problem was not s0 
serious, for he had been forced to stop to 
replace a leaking fuel pressure gauge, a job 
which took just under one lap to carry out 
but which set the Gulf back too far to catch 
the Matra if it kept on running well to the 
finish and there was all the more chance of 
that now that Ickx/Jarrier had a 3m cushion 
to play with, using the extra few seconds a 
Ip to save the car and in particular the 
engine. 

John Lepp must have ‘been surprised to 
find himself in second place so soon, but his 
luck was also out early on when after seven 
laps he stopped at the pits with a misfiring 
engine, the first of many stops which was 
finally ‘traced to faulty spark plugs which had 
already been changed in one of the earlier 


and 3-titr 


A mixture of 2 


stops. The car was well back when it did 
start to run well again, but then Schuppan 
had an exhaust pipe sheer, so by the time the 
race ended the car had not even completed 
enough laps to be qualified as a finisher. Lepp 
did have the satisfaction of fastest 2-litre 
class lap however with a very fast 3m 374 

Tt was as if somebody above was playing 
a game of chance with the entry, for within 
the first 10 laps or 0 half the field had run 
into problems, Harrower was out with the 
clutch centre gone after four laps. Dupont lost 
hhis Chevron in the same place as Barrios had 
spun it along the guard rail. All the body 
panels were badly smashed and the car stayed 
there for the rest of the race. Hine's luck 
did not improve when he stopped out on the 
circuit with a dead engine after the mechani 
eal fuel pump fell off. The mechanics rigged 
Up the piping so that he could drive back to 
the pits, but it was not worth trying to fix 
the car and carry on as they would have been 
disqualified for outside assistance. 

The Pianta Lola was pushed away with 
electrical problems and the “Christine ” 
‘Chevron went out with engine problems, their 
second engine of the weekend, 

Raymond stopped for the frst of two pune: 


tures, while the Heavens/Leguellec Lola 
stopped for the first of no less than seven 
flat tyres, caused by the tyre peeling off the 
tims on the high speed corners; the safety 
bolts were set too far in the «rim to stop 
them moving. This was only the beginning 
of Heavens’ problems, for the car. finally 
stopped for good with no oil pressure, al- 
though by this time he was one of the few 


surviving 2-litre cars. 

The Torredemer/Pla Porsche 908/3 stopped 
out on the track with a dead engine early on, 
while even the hoped for battle between the 
Ligier ‘and turbo Porsche never materialised 


after. Migault’ slowed with gear. selection 
trouble. He was only able to find fourth and 
fifth gears, and when he finally made a long 


stop to have the gearbox selection mechanism 
rebuilt the car only went on for a few more 
laps before stopping for good with all the 
gears almost impossible to get 

So, by one third distance the lap charts 
looked more like a casualty list, the leading 
Matra holding a steady pace while Bell was 
driving magnificently to make up for his lost 
time. He had cut the gap to just around 
2 min between himself and the Matra, but on 
lap 16 the Gulf faced another minor setback 


sports and GT cars sort themselves out 


when Bell rushed into the pits with the nose 
section smashed on one corner. 

‘When he came in to hand over to Hailwood 
later, he explained what had happened. "I 
left my braking right to the last minute going 
into the chicane and over the bumps the car 
went light and brakes locked all at once and 
sent. me spinning down the road. After 1 
Came toa stop I found I still had four wheels 
pointing in the same direction and rushed in 
for a new nose.” 

This extra half a lap lost gave the Matra 
the safety margin they needed allowing for 


Jarier to lose some time when he took over 
trom Iekx, for the Frenchman had never even 
driven the car in the dry or driven around 


the circuit in the dry before. 

From then on the pap between the two cars 
fluctuated around one lap, the Gulf men also 
being hampered in the closing stages when 
the fuel metering unit turned. itself to full 
rich, although over the last few laps Bell 
managed to pull back a big margin on the 
cruising Ickx and unlap the Gulf shortly 
before the end, 

The turbo Porsche soldiered on to a reliable 
third place, its only problem being a change 

two left rear tyres after the rear body 
panel suddenly started to rub into the outside 
edge, “The turbo engine proved to be a model 
of reliability, even though throughout the 
whole race ail the pipes and turbo unit were 
glowing a brilliant red, 

Joscelyne’s Lola and the Pletcher Chev: 
ron were two more 2litre casualties before 
fethird distance, both the cars stopping out 
fon the circuit with cooked engines, despite 
the freezing weather. 

Fletcher's retirement meant that Fitzpatrick 
moved up into an incredible fourth place 
before the third distance mark, Fitz pulling 
out a handsome lead of the GT category 
having shaken off the two Keller Porsches 
in the early stages. By the time Fitz made 
his compulsory rest stop he had pulled out 
2m over the Schickentanz/Kauhsen car; the 
pit stops by the Loos team also gave the car 
an even further lead by the time that Fitz's 
teplacement Jurgen Barth took over. Un 
fortunately Barth was so slow that all Fitz's 
vod work started to disappear at the rate 

jap and at the end of the one hour 
rest period the Polifac Porsche would only be 
few yards ahead again. ‘That was just the 
way It turned out and with just four laps to 
go Barth was brought In and Fitz rushed out 
just stili in the class lead and holding Kauh- 
Sen off to the end, although the two cars were 
only 3s apart. 

So Carrera took fourth place as well, only 
four laps behind the turbo car and nine be- 
hind the winner. The first Samson Porsche 
took the next place with the team's second 
car driven by Hans Heyer/Paul Keller taking 
sixth place. 

After a lot of post-race argument and 
three sets of results seventh place was finally 
given to Haldi/Ballot Lena, Haldi having run 
Sut of petrol on the last lap and taken petrol 
from one of the spectators to get back to the 
pits. He was on his 62nd lap and had already 

mpleted 61 laps which made him seventh, 
but the organisers insisted on disqualifying 
the car until Haldi pointed out that the flag 
had already been shown to Ickx and the race 
over before he took any petrol. 

‘After some really fast driving by Manfred 
Mohr he scored a clear lap victory over the 
next G2_car, aided by his Italian sponsor 
Martino Finotto, whose 3.5 BMW CSL It we 
The only other prototype to get itself up 
in the results was the Raymond/Goodwin 
Lola which, despite no clutch during the 
second half of the race, did at least keep 
going and so won the 2-litre class with a lowly 
T3th place overall out of 14 finishers 
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April.While everyone else was streaking 
around starkers, we had a winning streak 
of our own. 


Streakers, Easter and just one or two of 
those expected showers —that was April 

That and win after win for Dunlop. On four 
wheels, two wheels, at home and abroad. 

itstarted on the 7th. 

In the 3rd round of the Castrol Touring 
Car Championship at Silverstone, Stuart Graham and 
Richard Lloyd played catch-as-calch-can Camaro 
style, Stuart taking the flag and Andy Rouse's 
Broadspeed Dolomite Sprint winning the 1601-2500cc 
class. 

‘AtMonza, Clemens Schickentanz—last 

ear's European GT Champion —led a string of five 
Junlop-shod Porsches across the 

the line in the first round of the’74 
series and, at Imola, the new Further atield still, Joginder Singh and David 
Yamaha-Dunlop partnership got Doig gave the rest of the field a dusty view of thelr 
off to an equally good start —— Colt Lancer's rear end and us our sixth 
with Agostini finishing the 200 onsecutive Safari win, finishing the 22nd East African 
mile race first and team-mate fari some 26 minutes ahead ol the second car home. 
Teppi Lansivuori coming third. ‘st it was Dunlop again with Phil 

The Easter week-end, ihe flag in the French Grand Prix at 
as you'd expect, was nothing if 
not busy 

‘On Saturday, while Paul Smart 
was streaking round Brands at 80+ 
to win round one of the Superbike 
Championship, Stu Graham and 
Richard Lloyd were at it again at Oulton 
Park. Again they finished 1-2 and, again 
Andy Rouse picked up another class win,as 
did Bernard Unett’s Chrysler Avenger. 

At Salzburg on Sunday Jacky Ickx and Hans Stuck in the works 
BMW led a BMW 1-2-3in the second round of the European Touring 
Car Championship —at a record breaking 118mph average. 

On Monday, Richard Lloyd finally chivvied—or.rather 
chewvy-ed Stu into second place in round five of the Castrol eee et Salem fe eaali a page Se 
series at Thruxton and Andy Rouse chalked up yet another Paes abatt thes nl eb et 
class win to stay overall leader on points. | ron Fah heh hcl re 
successes and it all goes to prove just one thing — 
we're almost as good at winning as we are at 
pb 


On the 
Read takin 


Clermont Ferrand. in the same race the incredible 
Ago’ knocked a shattering 3.6 seconds off Mike 


Back on two wheels, but at three different 
circuits on three separate days Paul Smart and the 
rest of the British team beat off the American 
challenge in what proved to be one of the toughest 
John Player Transatlantic Trophy matches ever 
the cup stayed in Britain by just 415 points to 401! 


Further afield and off the track we also did 

rather wellin the two big Easter rallies DUNLOF 
After four days of tough, twisting tarmac- 

driving, six of the eleven Dunlop-shod Porsches 

finished in he frstten n the Benson & Hedges leading the field 

Circuit of Ireland, taking the overall winner and to give you the best 


team prizes. 
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was not quite his usual effervescent. self 
seeing his team-mate going quicker. Depail- 
er's great quality on this demanding circuit 
is his smooth driving—he is always neat 
and tidy and avoids kerbs and the like while 
Stuck’s sideway style loses him those pre. 
cious tenths of a second although is undoub. 
tedly more entertaining. In the very wet 
session they were also dominant having three 
Sets of special soft compound Goodyear rears 
to use and it was still Depailler who was 
quickest. The transporter carried 10 spare 
noses and by the end of practice three of 
them had been used up. Also for this race 
the rear wings were moved forward to the 
“legal” position, while the engine covers and 
roll-over bar covers were removed. “It's not 
that they are illegal,” sald Max Mosley, “it's 
just that’ we find that there is no difference 
In performance but as we are in France we 
don't want to take any chances, protests 
are so boring as it means the results and 
prize money are held up. Even if there were 
protests we'd take it to the FIA and win 
but it takes up so much time.” 

Goodyear were definitely at an advantage 
especially with the works Marches, some 
put it down to as much as 4s a jap but 
team manager Ray Wardell had a much more 
sensible theory that it was the combination 
of two very good drivers, very good. cars 
and engines and the best in tyres which put 
together made the others seem #0. much 
slower 

‘A magnificent third quickest was Jacques 
Laffite in his BP Racing March-BMW 742 
The reigning French F3 champion showed 
great style and smoothness in getting down 
to 1 m 17.68 s. Once again the BP car had 
its own special bodywork inspired by Tico 
Martini. This does not bother the March 
hierarchy but Mosley sald “ we spend £40,000 
fon research and development a year ‘and 
we've tried everything shat they have done 
and found it not to be as effective as the 
standard shape. It's rather silly of them to 
spend money out of thelr budget on some- 
thing like this when they could have asked 
— us beforehand and we could have advised 

them 

‘Another of last year's F3 stars, Michet 
Leclere, was fourth fastest, Running his Fire- 


Patrich Depailler put up a superb performance at Pau, and (x seen above splashing around the 
house and tree-lined cireult. 


PAU F2 


Depailler takes his turn 


By IAN PHILLIPS Pictures by DAVID WINTER 


{trick Depailler, so often the bridesmaid in Formula 2, finally made it to the altar last 
‘Sunday with a superb win In his works Elf March. To say that he dominated the meeting 
is no understatement. He was always the quickest in all sorts of differing weather conditions 
and he won the race by well over a lap. His teammate Hans Stuck in fact led for the 
first two laps before crashing heavily in the very wet conditions. 

Second place was subject to protest following an error by the flag man. Michel Leclere 
thought he had been given it and was passed by Jacques Laffite into the next comer. 
Leclere spun his Elf at the same time and was passed by Andy Sutcliffe and Jean-Pierre 
Jaboullle before restarting. It Leclere had been given the flag, and very few thought he had, 
then it was a lap too early anyway. After much discussion Laffite was given second and 
Sutcliffe and Jabouille the next two places, and all three were covered by 6 5. 

‘Whatever the final outcome though Laffite, Leclere and Sutcliffe all drove their best ever 
races in F2 and either one could have been a worthy second in a race which held little 


Other Interest Victor Depailler does his thing with the cham- 
nS BRAGTICE the cars to circulate in times about 18s pape. 
ENTRY_AND PRACTICE ___ —The'tecond session on Saturday was run in stone shod Schnitzer.powered Eif he got 
[Automobile Club Basco Bearnais received pouring Tain so. that for the most part all found in. m 16.36 1. He. would. probably 
Ba" entres forthe Sah Grand Prix ‘Ge Pa grid’ placings ‘were ‘determined’ on “Friday. have gone even quicker but for a nasty acel- 
which this year" wag subiitied the Francois ‘There’ were' only 19 placer available on the dent fn front of the pits. It seems that the 
Cevert ‘Mensoral “alter his'vielory im the grid however and the last few places were wing broke and put the car into a lurid pin 
race last year, settled tn the wet seston, Wich ended up hard) sguingt the. Barrer 
ts always the race attracted a great deal “The pattern set in the two opening rounds He missed. the ‘wet practice (as. did. Laffts 
of “attention, it Being. perhaps the. most of the championship was. adhered te closely through ‘choice ‘only) as the apace frame 
pleasant venue on the F2 championship in practice, ie the works Marches were com: chassis required a great deal of straightening 
falendar. The circuit was unchanged in ite fortably ‘quickest. This: time though It was which wat only” completed. minutes, before 
twisting through ‘the streets and park of the Patrick’ Depailler’ who took’ pole position inthe start. Leciere's ‘driving ls very. much, in 
town whichis situated within sight. of the the “Elf ‘sponsored’ T42. He recorged 1m the mould of Depailiers. He is not so much 
snow-capped Pyrenees, For the frst time in G7 s inthe dry while teammate. Stacks charger but ir very tidy. and resultantly 
four’ years, though the weather turned out did't m 17.13". Depailler has always been uick 
{o be” unpleasant ‘The frst practice session quick at Pau in Pathe was a very, close “Nest up after an extremely good perform 
(on Friday ‘was run in slteroating wet and” second to Peter Gethin two years ago und led ance was the lending ‘British driver, Andy 
emi dry’ conditions—the dry parte allowing isst'year until’ mechanical failure) but Stuck Sulclife’ in the ‘smart Brian Lewis Racing 
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Michel Leclere put up a fine F2 performance in the Elf 2 but spun out of second finishing fifth. 


ex-Jarier 723. Pau definitely sults Sutcliffe 
In all conditions—he was fifth fastest in the 
dry and sixth in the wet. After the various 
dramas at Hockenheim the team had an ex: 
tensive test session at Silverstone trying all 
of bodywork ending up with full 742 
Tess ‘additional bodywork 


running with 
four pot calipers. Sutcliffe’s best time with 
this set up was 18.86 5 nearly a full second 
quicker than the next man Alain Serpaggi 
who did 19.71 s in bis Elf 2. Although in 
the dry the Firestone-shod Elfs were com- 
petitive in the wet they were just not in the 
Same ball game. 

‘A promising seventh quickest after only 
a few laps in the dry was John Watson in 
‘Olufsen Surtees-BMW EXP2, 
first visit to Pau and the 
dry laps were spent learning the circuit and 
running the new car in. The wing mounted 
radiators certainly seemed to be effective 
and his best time was 1 m 20.09 5 with 
Tot still to come. On Saturday though, 
's birthday, he was to be found looking 
‘sheepish in the Surtees truck after practice 
while the car was towed back from the pave- 
ment below the top hairpin. An alteration to 
the setting of the car during the session 
made it break away rather quickly and John 
had failed to catch it at this point and bent 
the offside rear corner. The fact that the 
tyres were not gripping properly either made 
it virtually impossible to control. After prac- 
tice John Surtees himself set off for the 
Firestone truck hacksaw in hand to sev about 
modifying the tread pattern. 

‘One of the many promising young Italian 
drivers was next up, Gabriele Serblin, in 
‘one of the Trivellato’ March-BMWs. To 
he was hairy is something of an underst 
ment and he paid for his enthusiasm by 
clouting kerb at the monument in the Park 
‘and Taping over the top of the Armco to 
Tand in somebody's garden with his rather 
original gnome. He was quite unhurt and 
unruffied although the car was well bent. 
True Italian fervour in the team though saw 
it straightened for the wet session. Before 
this incident he had done 1 m 20.26 s. 

Reigning European hillclimb champion and 
this year's series leader Jimmy Mieusset was 
next up on 1 m 20.38 5 in his March-BMW. 
The twisty circuit suited his style admirably 
and although he did not bother in the wet 


tm 21.06 5. 


Running in Ron Dennis’ third) Ecuador 
‘Team Marlboro Surtees TSISA set up was 
Tim Schenken who replaced Emerson Fitti- 
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paldi who was required for FI testing at 
Nivelles. As he is not a Marlboro contracted 
driver this may only be a one off drive al 
though both driver and team manager hope 
otherwise. Tim's car was a brand Hew chassis 
which was tested briefly at Nogaro on the 
way down. In practice they had numerous 
new car problems but Tim was fairly happy 
with his 1m 21,18 5. In the wet with Good- 
year tyres and some of the problems sorted 
out Tim was fourth quickest and he was 
fone of those hoping it would rain for the 
race. On 1 m 2121 5 was Jacques Coulon 
In his Antar March which for this race was 
lunder the wing of the works. Although his 
Firestone tyres accounted for his mediocrity 
in the wet his dry time was rather disap- 
pointing. The car is absolutely to the same 
spec as the works but Coulon himself does 
not seem mentally attuned to the situation 
and consequently is nothing like the force 
he was last year. Similarly Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille was disappointing in his Elf 2. As 
the one experienced driver in the Elif team 
he does seem to spend a lot of time helping 
out the younger members and sorting the 
cars which obviously detracts from his 
driving. For this meeting he was running 
with a new nose set up while all the cars 
featured revised wings and suspension 

David Purley was next up in the first of 
the immaculate Team Harper March-BMWs. 
His car had been shorn of its excess rear 
bodywork and following a puncture which 
stranded him on the circuit for much of the 
dry session David only had time to do 1 m 
22.04 s. In 1972 he scored his best ever F2 
result at Pau with a third place but due to 
having the wrong tyres he could not shine 
in the wet. Team boss Bob Harper described 
the circuit as, “something like a mini Macou 
with Armco.” He was also talking quietly 
about Ford engines in F2 while later on he 
talked much louder about either building his 
‘own cars or buying Chevrons in an attempt 
to beat the works Marches which he feels 
should not race against customers with such 
superior equipment. Masami Kuwashima did 
1m 22.14 s despite a number of handling 
problems and a duff fuel pump which restric~ 
ted his dry lappery. He is desperately short 
of driving too while the car is also in need 
of @ major testing session which Roy Ken- 
nedy hopes to remedy shortly. On Saturday 
night Masami was struck with a strange 
illness which required a doctor's attention 
just before the race 

Dieter Quester in the second Harper car 
had a duff engine in the dry and described 
the circuit as ‘dangerous.” His best was 1 m 
22.63 s in his car which was built dround a 
new tub following the Hockenheim shunt 

‘The Italians Paulo Bozzeto and Carlo 


Martini were next up with thelr March- 
BMWs on Im 2368 s and 1 m 2603 s 
respectively. Bozzeto especially looks quite 
Promising and more experience will see him 
nearer the front. Bill Gubelmann was not 
having a very happy time in his Brian Lewis 
run March 732. After setting a 1 m 27.87 s 
in the dry he demolished the car in the wet. 
He locked up at the top of the hill prior 
fo entering the park and clouted the barrier 
hard. Sadly the car was not repairable, Bill 
was unhurt save a sore ankle. In fact Pau 
is just not his circuit as he did much the 
same thing last year although not as badly. 
Marrizio Flammini was another to shunt 
heavily. He did not practise his March until 
the Wet session as team organiser, former 
Ferrari man Dragoni died last week and the 
cars were late leaving. He was fourth 
quickest in the session with a time of £m 
30.22 s before he bent the car. This was a 
remarkable performance which actually qua- 
lifled him for the grid. Under the new FIA 
ruling they should have been able to swap 
over cars with teammate Duilio Truffo's car 
which failed to qualify with 1 m 3245 s 
again his practice was solely on Saturday in 
the wet. However French Interpretation of 
this ruling proved otherwise later on, 

Another man who did not arrive on Friday 
was Jean-Pierre Paoli in the second. BP 
March. He also went extremely well in. the 
wet to be seventh fastest with 1m 30.40 5 
bur it did not quite pur him on to the grid, 
fat least not until later. If he had performed 
in the dry he wOuld undoubtedly have been 
very quick, Another sad initial non-qualifier 
was Jose Dolhem who was having his first 
race of the year in the only Ford-engined 
car in the field, the Surtees-Hart TS15 which 
John Watson had at Hockenheim; Dolhem 
will be doing the whole championship in the 
Bang and Olufsen car. He had a blown head 
gasket in the dry after only getting down 
1 m 31.67 s and although he went well in the 
‘wet he could not qualify, at least not until one 
oF two people had accidents on race day 

‘The final two runners, neither of whom 
qualified, were the Ecuadorians Guillermo 
Ortega and Fausto. Merello in thelr smart 
Marlboro Surtees-BMWs. With two top men 
from Marlboro South America on hand to 
watch they performed no better than at 
Hockenheim. Ron Dennis says they just need 
time but they ought to be 
of people's way while learning. Some of 
their movements were quite frightening to 
watch. The French press were also uptight 
about their performances as they feel that such 
people as Wollek and Jaussaud and others 
should be running instead. They both ma 
ged to get round in Im 36.35 5 in the dry 
While in the wet they were only 5 5 slower 
which must mean something as everybody 
else was nearly 15 8 off the pace. “I'd better 
find out what our drivers are playing at," 
said Mr Mosley, “If these people are oniy 
5's slower then why aren't they ?* 

The final word on official practice must 
‘go to the cool unflapable Jochen Neerpasch 
‘who quietly said "I see all the qualifiers are 
using BMW engines, 

“And it only took just over a year” said 
Mosley. 

‘The question about whether it was time 
for BMW to move on to another field was 
greeted with stony silence from Neerpasch 
and a stifled laugh from Mosley. 

The look of the grid changed somewhat 
following the unofficial session on Sunday 
morning and the peculiar French interpreta- 
tion of what is a fairly straightforward ruling 
made Neerpasch's dream at least one more 
race. away. With Gubelmann already out 
Paoli became a starter and then in the 
unofficial session Quester went off and 
damaged a corner and a tub on his Harper 
March while trying a set of Goodyear wets 
which ruled him out. Flammini should have 
been in but the organisers refused to accept 
that there is now an FIA ruling allowing 
drivers to change cars and retain their grid 
position. Thus Dothem was allowed to take 
the vacant place with his Ford-engined 
Surtees 
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Congratulations 
HUGO 
SHIPLEY 


on winning the 
Renault 5 Challenge. 
at Brands Hatch 
Sunday 
When you think— 
Renault think 


WHEELERS (NEWBURY) LTD. 


LONDON ROAD, 
NEWBURY, BERKS 
Telephone: NEWBURY 1020 


North London’s Sporting Chrysler Dealer 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 


are’ pleased to announce that entry No 35 on the 
International Welsh Rally, will be a Chrysler Avenger 
GT driven by Andy Dawson and Andrew Mariott. 


To coincide with this event we have our special May 
sales promotion offer. 


10%, DISCOUNT ON ALL NEW CHRYSLERS 
(part exchanges welcome) 


£50 DISCOUNT OFF ANY USED CAR 


We are the largest stockists of Chrysler competition 
parts in London’ 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD, 
Stapleton House, 
279-289 Holloway Road, London N7 


Telephone 01-607 5851 


The rightone MARTINI) 
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In fact during the unofficial session a 
number of Firestone drivers tried Goodyears 
among them Jabouille and Coulon who both 
opted to use them in the race. Jean Mosnier 
and the Firestone technicians tried every- 
thing they could to help their men; all the 
tyres had bands of tread removed by hand 
to reduce the contact area. This effectively 
made the working temperature much higher 
fon the tyres which were just too hard for 
for the job. Mosnier says it is a production 
problem at Brentford which is the cause of 
their not having the proper equipment. 
‘The most important non-arrival was the 
Baty Chevron BMW: for James Hunt. The 
car was built up with 2 dummy Schnitzer 
engine and when the real one arrived it was 
‘a. different shape and although it was just 
fitted in time, the fact that the car had not 
ted at all made the team withdraw 


Although the circuit became virtually dry 
‘about an hour before the start it then clou- 
ded over and began to fall once more and so 
there was no doubt as to what rubber to 
use. 

All the 19 cars got away surprisingly 
smoothly from what could be seen in 
enormous spray cloud. What was notices 
‘was the phenomenal getaway of a very deter- 
mined Stuck. On pole Depailler spun his 
wheels just ‘a Tittle too much and Laffite 
found himself almost under the March which 
knocked the splitter off his nose. However 

hed the first corner safely 
with Stuck ahead of Depailler, Leclere, 
Laffite, Sutclitfe, Serblin, Watson and Schen- 

At the end of the first lap the two works 
still led by Stuck, were already 
‘ahead, their soft compound Goodyears really 
helping them along. Leclere, on Firestone of 
course, headed Laffite and Sutcliffe who were 
well ahead of the rest who came in the 
order Serblin, Watson, Coulon, Serpaggi. 
Tambay, Mieusset (the only Firestone runner 
not to cut his tyres), Schenken, Paoli, Dothem, 
Bozzeto, Purley, Kuwashima,’ Jabouille, a 
Martini. 

The second Iap saw Depailler take the 
tead he was never to lose. At the top of the 
hill where the cars go round a left hander 
under a bridge Stuck hit the brakes with the 
right front wheel on one of the white lin 
‘The wheel locked and there was no stopping 
him going head on into the barrier. He was 
unhurt but the car was well damaged. So it 
‘was just Depailler in the Elf car who came 
Found next time some 12 s in front. This he 
extended to over 70 s by the elghth lap in 
a masterly display of controlled driving. 

‘Also off on the second lap was Watson. He 
was following Serblin through the Park when 
the Italian appeared to lose it. John was 
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Formula 3 graduate Jacques Loffite drove his best F2 race in the wet at Pau to finish second. 


busy watching him and then found himself 
doing the same! Serblin collected his in time 
but the new Surtees spun and damaged the 
wing against the Armco. 
Lap three saw a change for second place 
the mighty Leclere spun and let Laffite 
and Sutcliffe by. The EN dropped some way 
back but Sutcliffe was in a determined mood 
and stuck like glue to Laffite even though 
he had a terrible problem with the steering 
which had tightened right up on the warm 
up lap making cornering very difficult. 

Serblin and Coulon settled themselves into 
fa dice for fifth while on lap five Schenken 
moved up to sixth when he passed Serpagsi 
who was left to fend off Tambay, Dothem 
and Paoli, Bozzeto with a damaged nose led 
Purley and Kuwashima with Jabouille, 
Mieusset and Martini bringing up the rear 

The first six places remained unchanged 
until the tenth Jap and none of the others 
dropped out although Serpaggi started losing 
oll and places and Dothem's car went rough 
with water on the electrics. Jabouille also 
started to move up the fleld and by lap 10 
was the last unlapped runner behind Bozzeto 
and Purley. 

There seemed to be drama with the leading 
car on lap 11 when the gap back to Laffit 

ed from 72 s to 69s and then to 63 5 
4 


though the 
smoothly but then on lap 15 the gap was 
up to 75 8 and as if to rub it in that there 
was nothing wrong it went to 93 5 and 97 5, 

Most of the interest lay in the battle for 
second place and in the second 10 laps it 


engine was not picking up 


became quite hectic. Laffite always had the 
advantage but on laps 15 and 16 Sutcliffe 
really put the pressure on as Leclere did the 
same to him. Sutcliffe, with his steering 
problem, found it difficult to maintain the 
challenge as he lost out on the corners and 
it was this chat Int Leclere through on lap 
17. Behind them the trio of Serblin. Coulon 
and Schenken were closing up, Serbiin espe- 
clally looking impressive. The last unlapped 
runner by lap 20 was Tambay in eighth place. 
He had been pushed by Paoli but the BP 
March had a punctured front tyre entering the 
* gulley" formed by the houses coming down 
towards the pit straight. He tried to turn 
the corner but went straight on into the 
barrier. Serpaggi then made the first of three 
pit stops to investigate his falling oll pressure 
While Jabouille passed Purley going into the 
Bottom hairpin. 

From Japs 20 to 30 Depailler did nothing 


but press relentlessly on lapping every- 
one up to fourth place. Laffite seemed 
to make a break from Leciere who had the 


constant attentions of Sutcliffe. Serblin's ad- 
vance subsided and by lap 30 Schenken was 
right with him having got passed Coulon 
whose engine was sounding very rough. Tam- 
bay's good drive came to an end at the 
lower hairpin when, having just been lapped 
by Depailler, he tried to watch how it should 
be done and missed his braking point and 
spun into the straw bales, In fact he was 
having to pump the pedal to get any reaction 


fat all and he just forgot to do it before it 
was too late. 

It was on the 36th of the 70 laps that 
Depailler managed to lap Laffite and put the 
whole field 2 lap behind—a really fine 
achievement in such foul conditions. At the 
same time Leclere started to leave Suteliff 
and by lap 40 he had closed on Laffite once 
more, Serblin chose the same lap to clout 
2 kerb hard and broke a top link. Its all very 
well for a man to be brave but he became 
stupid with it’ then—he did two complete 
laps with the offside rear wheel half falling 
off before calling at the pits. 

This moved Schenken, whose nose cone 
was falling apart in the’ middle, up to fifth 
and Jabouille to sixth after Coulon pitted 
to have all the electrics changed. The only 
other runners not to have stopped were 
Purley, Kawashima and Martini 

By 41 Leclere, throwing the whole 
theory about Goodyear's total superiority to 
the wind, closed to within a second of Laffite 
He pressed him hard for four laps before 
making a mistake and dropping 4 s back 
into the clutches of Sutcliffe. Undaunted 
he caught up again and slid inside Laffite, 
whose broken nose was giving him big unde 
steer problems, On lap 46 Jabouille had made 
it three Elf sponsored cars in the first five 

he went inside Schenken at the bottom 
hairpin. On lap 50 Purley spun bythe 
Monument when he inadvertently knocked 
off his switches and Jost a lap, but no places, 
In getting it restarted 

On lap 56 it started to rain harder than 
i had done all weekend and. Laffite hauled 
in his old F3 sparring partner once more 
and they became locked together right to th 
end. At this point Leclere undoubtedly did 

t tyre disadvantage but he was 
able to match it with some great driving 
keeping the March at bay until the last or 
was it penultimate lap? With Depailler 
closing up to lap them for a second time 
just before the end the man with the che- 
Quered flag got into position and apparently 
held the flag out to Leclere and Laffit 
Depailler came into sight behind Jabouill 
and Sutcliffe. The Elf 
Lecter 
waving to him and one man was even 
jump the pit wall—to the rest of us the race 
appeared to be still on and by the speed 
Leclere and Laffite came to the next corner 
0 did they. Laffite dived to the inside of the 
hairpin and shot passed Leclere who then 
promptly spun letting Sutcliffe and Jabouille 
through and up a place. Lé 

ed fifth or 40. the majority 
people however did not and lodged 
protest that the flag went to Leclere even 
though it was on the 74th Jap. The only 
person to agree with them was Ron Dennis 
because he reckoned that Tim Schenken took 
the flag in sixth place also on lap 74. 

It took some hours for the matter to be 
jorted out and it may yet go to the FIA but 
as it currently stands Depailler of course 
was the undisputed winner (his first in F2 
although he has had six seconds), with Laffite 
second, and claimant to the fastest lap, Sut- 
liffe an excellent third, Jabouille an equally 
impressive fourth after his climb through the 
field, the unfortunate Leclere fifth after putting 
in the best drive of the meeting and 
Schenken sixth. Purley soldiered round 
tyres gripping less and less to finish 
seventh” with Kuwashima overcoming his 
physical handicap well to take eighth just 
Shead of Martini after a consistent drive. 
Coulon came out again and ran strongly to 
the finish while Serblin also reappeared with 
anew top link and also much excess castor 
was in evidence. 
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The Ford RS 2000 is a very top-drawer Escort, with 
luxury seating, a single overhead cam 2 litre power unit, 

and a heavy-duty body. Its stable companion is the Capri RS 3100. 
These sophisticated ‘hot rods’ appeal strongly to the man who likes a little 
fun and flair with his everyday motoring — and who enjoys the enthusiastic 
service offered at the TCH Rallye Sport Centre. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY OF THE FOLLOWING:- 


Mexico Custom Pack. 175 x 13 tyres RS 2000. Head rests, centre console. No 
Opening quarter vents. No stripes stripes. Olympic blue £1795.45 
Pevtonaisyanew FIGIB.B6 | RS 2000. Bilstein suspension. No stripes 

Mexico. 175 x 13 tyres. Stripes. Sebring ‘Stardust silver e1810.18 
is £1587.96 | Rs 3100. No options available. Olympic 

Mexico. 175 x 13 tyres. Stripes. Olympic blue/Daytona £2043.15 
a ome USED VEHICLES 

RS_2000. Head rests, 175 x 13 tyres 1974 RS 2000. White/blue stripes. 5600 
‘Stripes. Sebring red 1784.44 miles. Head rests, radio, twin spots 

RS 2000. Head rests, 175 x 13 tyres, centre ye eee he 
console. Sebring red (no stripes) £1815.35 | 1974 RS 2000. Silver/biue stripes. 5600 

RS_2000. Head rests, 175 x 13 tyres. een eee rene pbs 
Stripes. Olympic blue 1784.44 | 1974 Mexico. Red/black stripes. 5000 miles. €1275 


All prices shown include each car being ready tor the road and having 12 months’ road tax. 


T.CHarrison Ltd @ Ea 


53-67 London Road, Sheffield 2. Tel : 0742 29091 


18 AUTOSPORT, MAY 9, 1974 


SILVERSTONE 


Martin Kent's 5.9-litre Sunbeam Rapier Chev leads a varied group of special saloons in the Forward Trust race at Woodcote. 


Rain confuses; Henton wins again 


By PETER RICHINGS 


ws 
GRDs 
round of the Forward Trust Championshi 
rain shows 


Henton scored yet another F3 win in 


Avold some of the Inevitable shunts, Flv 
John Pe 


RE 


Tim Gath's immaculately turned out U2 
Mk IIB made a fine start to the Super Visco 
F1300 championship round and soon pulled 
out a convincing lead over his pursuers. His 
closest challenge came from fellow front row 
man Philip Lloyd (whose Nomad Mk 1 has 
no connections with Mark Konig) until Lloyd 
Slowed dramatically and retired to the pits. 
‘This left Alan McBeath's Gopher in second 
spot, but he was being caught by Ron Sadler 
(Centaur Mk 8), John Howieson (Rejo) and 
Belan Morris (Alrcool Hybrid). Morris spun 
at Becketts on the penultimate lap, dropping 
to fifth, whilst Sadler and Howieson tried to 
pass McBeath. A back marker got muddled 
mongst them on the last lap at Woodcote 
lowing McBeath to go for the inside line 
and hold of Sadler and Howieson in a close 
finish. Paul Webb (Perigree CK) had an 
undramatie race to sixth place head of Peter 
Clark. (Centaur 14B). 

With Team Hartwell’s Ray Payne on pole 
position for the Forward Trust race for the 
smaller classes the result seemed almost a 
foregone conclusion. Sure enough Payne led 
away and driving in his normal smooth fashion 
scored a fine win. Never very far behind, 
though, was John Peachey Austing's Mini into 
which he has installed a Hartwell Imp engine 
the set up being good enough for a clear 
second place. An equally secure third place 
was taken by Peter Monkhouse’s Imp but 
behind birthday boy Trevor Clapton (GMG 
Anglia) and Brian Pebble (Imp) were having 
‘a stirring dice, cornering side by side, until 
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‘cond and third driven by Tony Rouff and Alex 
was turned 

a crawl 
Slick-shod cars. One felt that it would have been a 
other championship races resulted In wins for 
son (VRM Lotus Elan) in an action-packed Blue Circle modsports round, Mick Hill 
i) and Ray Payne (Hartwell Imp) in the Forward Trust Special Saloon rounds, Geoff Lees 
16) in the Wella FF race after poleman non-started following a pre-race protest 

wine and Tim Gath (U2) in the F1300 thrash, 


Pictures by MIKE MEAKIN 


js March at Silverstone last Sunday but with 


las Ribeiro. The race (a qualifying 


stop the race 


Pebble rotated at Woodcote whilst making 
great effort and finished on the grass with a 
Gead engine he could not restart. This allowed 
Roger Gill into.fifth place (and victory of the 

class) from fellow battling 850s Mike 
y (imp) Reg Ward (Mini) and Mike 
Holland (Imp). 

Rather than ranning heats the BARC 
allowed the fastest 30 in practice to qualify 
for the Wella FF round the remainder com 
peting in a non champloship race at the end 
of the programme. The drama started early 
for this race when a number of drivers pro- 
tested the engine in Chris Barnett’s Royale. 
Vegatune RPI6A after he had claimed pole 
position. The situation was unclear but it 
seems Barnett was so upset he decided not 
to race while the engine has been sealed 
for inspection. Geoff Lees continued to show 
the form he has been all season in the Royale 
RE RPI6 and after hitting the front on lap 
two proceeded to break the tow and pull clear 
of the bunch to score an unusually clear win 
for a Silverstone FF race of 2.6 s. A typically 
close struggle was being fought out for second 
place between first lap leader Terry Richards 


(Merlyn Scholar Mk 1A), Peter Orlando 
(Merlyn Longman Mk 20A), Jim Walsh 
(Merlyn Close Mk 20A), Roger Bruce- 


White (Dulon MP15) and Tif Needell (Elden 
Scholar Mk 10C). The lead of this bunch was 
dominated by new star, Walsh (who clearly 
leads the Vandervell Novice Award) and on 
the last lap he managed to get the inside line 
for Woodcote to fend off Richards, Bruce- 


White, Needell and Orlando who had a moment 
at Becketts on the last lap. Ceylonese 
Everard Potger (Merlyn Scholar Mk 24) quali- 
fled for the front row of the grid and led into 
Copse but spun off at Becketts ina big way 
fon lap one and never recovered, 

It appeara that Victor Raysbrook Motors 
have spent an incredible amount of money 
and time in preparing thelr modsports Elan 
‘and John Pearson showed It to be well spent 
a he completely dominated the Blue Circle 
qualifier leading from start to finish and 
establishing a new class lap record of 1m 
01.0 In the process. Ron Collins’ beautiful 
ex-JCB Ferrari Daytona was going very well 
and held a good second spot until Jon 
Fletcher (Elan) stormed by on lap si 
Fletcher has had some engine dramas and was 
left a little at the start but soon started 
carving his. way through to a fine second 
Spot. This drive earned Jon the APG Driver 
of the Day Award—just recognition for this 
stalwart and popular competitor. Behind 
Collins (who won the big class, of course) 
came 3-litre class winner Win Percy in the 
Hart “Racing Datsun 2402. Percy also 
established a new class lap record, beating 
the late Brian Hough's old time quite com- 
fortably. Ex-Midget ace Richard Jenvey is still 
developing his Elan but had quite a dice with 
Percy coming home a couple of seconds ahead 
of Max Payne's similar car. Pat Longhurst's 
Davrian took the small class following team 
mate Bob Jarvis’ retirement. Best dice was 
for second In this class between Andy Bailey 
(Sprite) and lan Hall (Mini Jem) which the 
frogeyed car just managed to win. Most unfor- 
tunate incident of the race occurred when 
John Kerswill (Tuscan) spun on water dropped 
by Robin Gray's Morgan at Becketts and was 
rammed by Bryan Litherland’s E-type. Happily 
neither driver was hurt but the cars of these 
two modsports regulars were quite extensively 
damaged : Gray had been involved in a hectic 
battle, with Percy and a fast-recovering 
Fletcher. 

The BARC took the surprising decision to 
combine the FT F3 contestants with the Mono. 
posto Tunners—a move which was proved 
potentially dangerous before but on this 
Secasion the weather caused all the problems. 
‘The race started dry with Brian Henton’s 
works March Holbay 743 pulling away to a 
comfortable lead over Tony Rouff (GRD 
Vegantune 373), Alex Dias Ribeiro (Holly- 
wood GRD Novamotor 374), Jose Chateau- 
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(O}LUILA 3S 


MONACO GRAND PRIX 
AVAILABILITY 


MR.10. and MR.11. MR. 15 and MR. 16 


Thursday/Tuesday Friday/Monday week-ends 


Hovercraft/Coach departures Fully booked on all four aircraft. Try for a 
A few seats left on each from only £37. cancellation. 


MR.14 MR.17 


Wednesday/Monday—Air Flights One day visits. 


Only a total of seven seats left on the aircraft Luton departure fully booked. Some seats still 
at the time of writing. These are from Luton available from Gatwick but booking fast. 
from £55. Only £29 

Note : The above prices for departures by air are subject to a fuel surcharge 


CALL KATE HAYNES NOW. 
WE MAY HAVE RECEIVED 
A CANCELLATION FOR 
EXACTLY WHAT YOU 
REQUIRE. 


Telephone Leicester (0533) 51211 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 


136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB 


Please send 56-page Motor Racing Brochure 


Name 
Address 
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In the incredible FF battle, Geoff Lees leads Terry Richards and a big bunch at Bechetts ; Lees won. 


briand (works March Holbay 743), Buzz 
Buzaglo going well in the Ippokampos March 
Holbay 743 and Derek Lawrence trying hard 
to make up the deficiences of the Ehrlich 
E52/3, Everything was settled and close for 
the first half of the 10 lap race until spots 
of rain were felt and Buzaglo spun wildly 
coming out of Woodcote, Chateaubriand being 
Very quick to avold contact and cause a nasty 
shunt, Then the rain came down heavily. One, 
then two, three and four cars went spinning 
at Copse until six cars had visited Jimmy 
Brown's field at that part of the circuit. The 
pace fell to a crawl as Henton cruised to his 
Well deserved win from Rouff. Ribeiro and a 
Closely following Chateaubriand, Lawrence and 
Prince Nicholas von Preussen (March Brown 
733). Both Rouff and. Chateaubriand spun 
crossing the finishing line. Buzaglo recovered 
to take seventh from the monoposto winner 
Brian Jordan (Nike HC). Alan Baillie (Viking 
74M), Bryan Small_ (who had two spins in 
his Tecno MRE F68) and David Coombs 
(Manta 71) were the monopostos remaining 
tunlapped at the finish. Buzaglo's team mate 
Hany Wiano spun into the Armco in front 
of the pits on the last lap while Dick Parsons’ 
debut with the Smiths Crisps Ensign LNF3 
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John Pearson's Lotus Elan on (ts way to dominating the modsports race. 


ended in a spin at Copse 

‘With the track still slippery but drying the 
big saloons lined up for their Forward Trust 
round. Tony Hazlewood had the incredible 
DAF on pole from Tony Strawson and Mick 
Hill in their Capris. Hazlewood led at the start 
and held off the two Capris until Hill got by 
on top speed on lap two. The DAF stops much 
better and corners quicker and tried all sides 
to get past only for Hill to blast away down 
the straight. Unfortunately Hazlewood was 
hampered’ by fuel leaking into the cockpit 
which eventually affected his vision so he 
stopped on lap four leaving Strawberry to 
chase Hill. Strawson was able to keep up with 
Hill_but could not challenge, finishing 1.2 s 
in arrears. Dave Millington had his first Silver- 
stone race with the Brook Hire Firenza coming 
home a safe third from John Elliott (Viva GT) 
and 1300 class winner John Robinson (BDA 
Escort) who drove his usual amooth race. Until 
the seventh lap Elliott's entrant Jef Allam 
(Viva GT) and Dennis Nott's Capri were dis. 
puting fourth, then Allam’s engine blew up 
And Nott spun at Becketts recovering to finish 
ninth. Greg Taft's Mini Cooper S was second 
to Robinson in the smaller ¢lass on the road 
but dropped to fourth after a penalty for a 


jumped start, Thus Martin Ridehalgh (with 
whom Taft was dicing) took second from 
David Hancock (both Cooper S mounted). 
‘The non qualifiers for the Wella race closed 
the day and It turned out to be a rather 
ing processional event for FF. Undis 
puted winner was Adrian Reynard who drove 
bis self built machine quickly and smoothly 
away from the rest of the field for a clear 
win. Ken Silverstone (Hawke Lloyd DL11) 
Gisputed. second spot with Adam Smith's 
Merlyn Richardson Mk 17A for a while but 
pulled away in the closing stages. Fourth was 
Graham Shaw (Getem Moore 6BD4) from Alex 
Donachy (ex-Morgan Lotus Holbay 61M) whe 
drove well to. win a battle with David 
McClelland (Nike) and Julian Clark (Royale 


383 Shaan’ 48)" rastest 


Die ae 


‘Ss en, 


Special stage 


The Foden-supported 3.5-litre Morris Marina of Major John Hemsley and Major John 


UDT WORLD CUP RALLY 


ree 


AES 


Army Marina second to Zasada 


times of the two 

‘at Bramshitl_ and 
Yateley Heath Wood, showed 
Zasada to be leading from 
‘Andrew Cowan by 12. prior to 
the “departure by boat from 


Aggregate 
special stage: 


Southampton on Sunday evening. 


Quite a sight on a special stop: 


Andrew Cowan/Johnston 
Escort. (Sixth overall.) 


The Sche 


‘Third overall were Michael and 
Anne O'Connell the Irish crew 
driving an Escort. All competitors 
made the journey (o Southampton 
but Fritz Helsler's Axcona and 
the Escort of Simmons and Hay 
both Incurred 24-hour time penal- 


nberg/Moff 


Bentl 


with the White Horse 


ties for failing to clock-in within 
the hour permitted lateness. 
‘Those in trouble as the 
crossed France Included the 
Moss/Taylor/Sell Mercedes which 
had to have repairs made to the 
Fear suspension. The sump guard 
which fell off on the English 
stages caused the damage as the 
car ran over it. Basil Wadman/ 
Michael Hillier/Christopher Lentz 
(Peugeot) were in trouble with 
a drive shaft and Evan Green's 
Leyland P76 was taking time to 


have a misfire cured; the 
problem being fuel starvation. 
An electrical fire was a set back 


encountered by the Schellenberg/ 
Moffatt eight litre Bentley In 
England. The Lancia Fulvia of 
Bompard and Hummel which had 
badly baulked Andrew Cowan on 
Yateley Heath Wood seems likely 
to be out of the running after 
they telephoned the organisers 
and asked to skip a large section 
ith three controls. They, in- 
stead, will have to reach Buro- 
hondo (Time Control Five) within 
lateness or will be excluded. 
Overall positions (provis 
after the ‘two Firestone Rally 


edited by lan Sadler 


stages tackled early on Tuesday 
morning showed Zasada to have 
Increased his lead to nearly three 
minutes from the V8 Marina of 
Majors Hemsley and Skinner. 
Positions after SS4: 1, Zasada, 
Dobrzanski (Porsche) 9'm 11 55 
2, Hemsley/Skinner (Morris, 
Marina) 12 m 10 s; 3, Reinhardt/ 
Pedersen (BMW) 12 m 20 5; 4, 
Kling/Pfuhl (Mercedes) 12.23; 5, 
Taylor/Moss/Sell (Mercedes) 12 
rer (RS1600) 
Mehta/Drews 
(Lancia Fulvia) 13m 25 5 
8, Chuchua/Fortin/Clark (Jeep) 
13m 31s; 9 O'Connell/ 
O'Connell (Escort) 14 m 4 8; 
10, Eberhardt/Kaltenbach (Opel 
Ascona) 14m 8 5. 


vr waSPECIAL STAGE TIMES 
Counties Sese detey 2 
$5, Veay te Wace 

Ladbrokes. ante-post prices for 
the UDT World ‘Cup Rally: St 
Cowan, 6.1 Mehta” 6-1" Neyret 
Bot Zasada: 6-1 Moss; 101 Ms 
€ 'trautmann; 10.1 Ventont 124 
Taoreel: Oroeas Haloler Jediage 
Sips” Springer and Welloskt 


The Chuchua/Fortin/Clark Jeep 


shows ite weight (eighth overall) 


First action for the Springer/Miersch Opel Ascona, 


Be ws 


“ ns 
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Special stage 


Stratos for the RAC Rally? 


Danielle Audetto, who was in 
London for the start of the world 
Cup and left on Monday to fly to 
Morocco to try to hire an aero- 
plane for service in the Sahara, 
fave some idea of Lancia plans 
for the rest of 1974. They are 
hoping to have the Stratos homo- 
Jogated in July which means that 
they can then go ahead with 
thelr plans for entering it in 
rallies ‘ke 1000 Lakes, Tour of 
Corsica and RAC Rally. This last 
‘one may open a few eyes but 
Lancia are confident that they can 
do well with this car in such 
It has plenty of ground 
fance and sufficient power! 
Watching it on the rough part 
of the track during the twelve 
hour "race" at Chamonix earlier 


this year, Audetto was sure that 
a few bumps would not stop it 
and that its light weight would 
Prove much more telling on a 
rally like the RAC. 


‘At the same time, Lancia are 
continuing to rally ‘their highly 
successful Fulvia in such rallies 
that they think it can still have 
a chance to win. There is also 
the question of the Beta Coupé 
programme and more and more 
they are trying to run these cars 
in Italian rallies to get them de- 
veloped to take over from the 
Fulvia. Mauro Pregiiasco is 
assigned to drive the Beta when- 
ever It is entered while Sandro 
Munari and Amilcare Ballestrieri 
will stick with the Stratos. 


FIA 1975 rallies chosen 


The FIA have now decided on 
the rallies to be included for the 
World Rally Championship for 
Makes and the European Rally 
Championship. World Makes 
Championship, World / Makes 
rounds areas follows: Feb, 
Swedish Rally; March, TAP 
Rally, East African” Safari; 
April, Maritime Rally Nordland 
May, Moroccan Rally, Cyprus 

Acropolis Rally: July, 
Heatway Rally; August, 1,000 
Lakes, Total Rally: September, 
Austrian Alpine ; October, 
remo, Ri Tour 
Corse; November, Presson Re- 
gardless, RAC. Rally, Cataluna 


Rally. ‘The European Drivers 
events are virtually as this year 
with few. changes, British and 
Irish events in the series are 
Galway, Circuit of Ireland, Welsh 
and. Scottish, 


The Cyprus Rally will be in: 
cluded in the | manufacturers 
Series if It js run on 16/18th 
May date and as a drivers round 
if run in September. The Mari 
time Rally Nordland (D) may be 
a European drivers round if not 
included In the world series. The 
Heatway Rally (New Zealand) and 
the Total (South Africa) are new 
Inclusions. 


Centre Hotels 
stay with Lee 


‘The Welsh Rally this weekend 
will see the Clarke and Simpson 
Escort RS for Barry Lee and Jon 
Gittins appearing for another 
season with the sponsorship of 
Centre Hotels. Worried by the 
slow start to the year’s rallying, 
many sponsors have pulled out 
80 It Is good to hear of one that 
Ig staying with it, Lee's car is 
Virtually all new ‘but uses the 
engine that Chris Sclater excer- 
cised in Portugal and Spain now 
re-built by Terry Hoyle and giving 
224 bhp. 


White Horse Awards 


‘As well as providing substantial 
cash awards on the Scottish Rally 
White Horse Distillers will be 
entering a Hillman Avenger GT 
in G2. for Gavin Waugh/Peter 
Handy. The car has been built 
by Alan Conley and makes it’s 
debut on the Welsh. The White 
Horse awards on the Scottish 
(for private entrants only) start 
‘at £500 for first down to £50 
for fifth private driver to the 
finish, 
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Davenport pace notes 


Following the successful res. 
ponse over the past two years 
for John Davenport Pace Notes 
for the rol International 
Manx Ri the service to 
competitors this year will be 
expanded to take in the Donegal 
International Rally. 

Notes for this event will be 
available in early June and will 
either be despatched to pur- 
chasers or delivered personally 
during the Scottish. As for the 
Manx notes, these will either 
be despatched a week pri 
the event or delivered direct to 
the purchaser on the Island at 
the beginning of the week of the 
event. As usual the notes will 
contain comprehensive instruction 
on their use and meaning and 
will take their usual attractively 
bound and well-printed form. 

‘The notes will be available 
from MotoMail, 48 Earls Court 
Road, London W8 GEJ at a cost 
of £11.50 including VAT and 
postage. Payment is required 
‘with orders and cheques should 
be made payable to“ MotoMail.” 
Prompt ordering Is recommended 
as this year only a set amount 
will be produced and reserved on 
a first come first served basis. 


to 


CASTROL /“AUTOSPORT” 


ROUND 2 


A top international entry 


for the Fram/Ca 


‘This weekend sees Round two of 
the Castrol Special Stage Cham- 
plonship with AUrosrorT in the 
Shape of the Fram/Castrol Inter 
national Welsh Rally. This, one of 
the three big forest rallies held 
annually in Great Britain, has 
tracted a full and excellent 


entry. In the past, it has been 
known as the clibman’s inter 
national” as it ls certainly the 


one best suited to ft the average 
man's pocket with a minimum of 
time off work and hotel rooms 
required. But with Norwegians, 
‘Swedes, Finns and Germans tak- 


strol Welsh 


ing their place aniong the entry, 
it is clear that the Welsh Rally 
hhas begun to spread its wings 

‘As might be expected, the 
entry list Is full with two hundred 
‘and forty crews ready to take 
the start—and a further batch of 
reserves ready to take up a tate 
entry if some of them should not 
make it. This is exceptional con- 
jidering that only a short while 
ago, there was a ban on rallying 
in this country and even when it 
was lifted, the resulting climate 
existing in the sport was not such 
fas to make a man go out and 
start preparing his rally car. In 
the light of this and the gargan- 
tuan increase in the price of 
petrol, it is cheering indeed to see 
the Welsh get such an overwhelm 
Ing gndorsement of its popularity. 

‘The route one would expect 
to be a bit of a stop-gap con- 
sidering how much warning the 
South Wales Automobile Club 
hhad that their event was definitely 
going to be held, However, it 
Tooks on paper as if it may’ be 
considerably refined from I 
year despite the fact that the 
Co-operation of the South Wi 
Conservancy of the For 
Commission has not yet been 
obtained, Consequently, though 
the start and finish are cutside 
Cardiff at Barry, the majority of 
the stages are to the north of 


Where to watch 


A Radnor 
The re 
Approach from either di 
B Dovey 


116(124) /846099 


128(148)/189683 05.20 Saturday. May 11 
fence given is the entry point to the spectator car park, 
ction on A488. 


13.05 Saturday, May 11 


The reference given is the entry point to the spectator car park. 


Approach from the East vi 
416 (124) /848096, from  A4084. 


€ Coody Bronin 116(124) /72126: 


The re 
Approach from 
D’ Penmachno 


Please utilise the yellow ro: 
where the Forestry Commission 


short length of yellow road from 


14.49 Saturday, May 11 


fence given is the entry point to the spectator car park 
ther direction on A487. 
107(115) /789504 


17.23 Saturday, May 11 


between th 


will make parking facili 


available. Approach on B5105 from the WEST (Cerrigydrudion) 


only. Do not approach from the 
F  Serridge 142 (162) /6121: 


East 


Ruthin) 
31t 


09 Sunday, May 12 


The reference given is the entry point to the spectator car park. 
Approach from the North on, 84234 from 4136 


Uandow 
Final special test 
track at the same time. 
PLEASE make use of these faciliti 
try to spectate at other stages 


184(170) /961716 
it Liandow Race Circuit with ten cars on the 


09.45 Sunday, May 12 


jes being provided and do not 
‘which are not nominated as 


spectator stages. The other stages on the rally are not suitable 


for spectators due either to partic 


's high fire risk, or unsuitable approach roads. 


ular dangers within the forest, 
When 


Spectators try to use narrow approach roads to stages which 
are themselves being used by rally traffic, congestion results 


which causes considerable delays 
and may even tuin the rally. 


and difficulty to competitors, 


Special stage 


Lampeter and Brecon, The forest 
of Brechfa is an exception while 
the tarmac stages of the Eppynt 
ranges are also south of that 
line. The Forest of Dean will pro- 
vide four stages towards the end 
Of the rally while the final stage 
at Llandow race track is just. a 
short distance from the finish in 
Barry. A limited number of stages 
have been designated ” spectator 
Stages" and most of these are on 
the Saturday In daylight. It is 
to be emphasized that. though 
there may not be any law forbid 
ding spectators to watch else. 
where, it would greatly assist the 
relationship between the Rally 
and the Forestry Commission if 
those of you who are going out 
to watch, would try to attend 
those stages and not ones of your 
‘own finding! A list of references 
‘and times appears on page 23 
but don't forget to arrive well 
before the rally cars. 


‘The entry Is really good and 
should prove. as’ exciting to 
watch as an RAC Rally or one 
of the continental Internationals. 
Heading the list of starrers 

the Esso Unif_lo Escort of Roger 
Clark /Jim Porter which is hoping 
to complete a hat-trick of wins. 
The car Is the same. one that 
Roger drove in the RAC Rally 
and Is a full RS 1600 and not the 
2000 that he Is scheduled to drive 
on the Mintex Dales a week later. 
Behind him Is one of the men 
whose claim to be fast Is only 
equalled by his claim to be spec- 
tacular; Per-Inge Walfridsson is 
appearing In his Volvo 142 § with 
John Jensen and if his results on 
the Scottish and RAC Rallies are 
anything to go by, he might well 
give Clark something to. think 
about other than the scenery. 
Third car is the works Datsun 
260 Z driven for Datsun UK by 
Chris “Sclater/Martin Holmes. 
This is the car used by Harry 
Kallstrom on the TAP Rally and 
has since been fitted with rear 
disc brakes like the Safari car 


Fourth man is Adrian Boyd in 
the Lombard and Ulster ex-works 
Escort driven on the Circuit by 
his brother Derek. Co-driver re- 
mains the same from that rally 
with Frank Main reading the 
maps while the engine has. been 
speedily rebuilt by David Wood. 
At fifth spot, is | man who may 

‘even Walfridsson for spec- 


tacular “driving! Fords tovest 
recruit, Markku Alén, who on this 
occasion will be with John 


Davenport, Jack Tordoff still has 
4 crumpled Porsche on his hands 
from the Firestone Rally and has 
borrowed the Datsun Sunny from 
Datsun UK for himself and 
Short to drive. The Clarke and 
Simpson Escort RS at number 
seven is in the capable hands of 
Mr Glitter, Barry Lee, with Jon 
Gittins reading the music 
Another Finn occupies eighth 
place in the person of Curt Nes 
kyla with Tony MeMahon in the 
ex-Blue Rose BMW. 2002. Thi 
Another ex-works Escort RS 
appears in ninth place with Billy 
Coleman/Donal O'Sullivan while 
our Cables and Components man, 
Tony Fowkes/Brian Harris com: 
plete the first ten with yet 
another Escort RS. 


24 


Some relief is provided by 
Pentti Airikkala/Alan Jolly and 
Kyosti Hamalainen/Timo Joubki 
who will make a strong bid 
Group 1 victory with two Alfa 
Romeo 2000 GTVs from Finland. 
Against them will be Russell 
Brookes/Richard Hudson - Evans 
making their first appearance in 
the Dealer Team Opel Group 1 
Ascona, Will Sparrow /Nigel 
Raeburn in the DTV. Firenza, 
Robin Eyre - Maunsell/Norman 
Wilson in the Chrysler Dealer 
Team Avenger and the winners 
of the Group 1 on the Tour of 
Lines, the first Castrol /Aurosrorr 
round, Roger Platt/Tom Seal in 
their “Capri. Not only is DOT 
making a ty for Group 1 
honours, but Tony Fall/Mike 
Broad are conducting the Swedish 
prepared Group 2 Ascona, while 
Colin Malkin/Brian Coyle are one 
class below them in the Group 2 
Avenger entered by the Chrysler 
Dealer Team. 

Foreign interest includes Hans 
Bohne “from Germany in his 
BMW 2002 Ti and an ex-Ford 
driver from Norway, Trond Schea, 
who is entered here in a Lada 
1500 $ which the better informed 
amongst you will know is the 
Russian built version of the Fiat 
124. Number 24 looks on first 
sight as if it Is an entry from 
exotic Spain and certainly the 
nationality of the first. driver 
must have fooled the seeding 
committee though it turns out 
that Mr Inurrieta works in John 
Willment’s stores just outside 
London. 


First off the start ramp—and first at 


Porter who will be driving th 


‘There is plenty of variation in 
machinery and one can quote 
such examples as; John Bloxham 
Richard Harper in the Birming. 
ham Post Group 2. Dolomite 
Sprint, Roy Fidler’ Kevin Gormley 
in the Withers Avenger GT, 
Marek Gierowski/Mike Nicholson 
in the ex-works Autofarm Porsche 
Carrera, John Price in his newly 
acquired Renault Alpine and John 
Barter/Dave Kirkham. in. thelr 
Escort Mexico, Naturally, since 
the virtual eclipse of the Mini 

per, Escorts dominate the 
proceedings though the number 
of Avengers and Firenzas is defin. 
itely on the increase. Among 
those trying their chances in 
Escorts willbe  Kleber-scholar, 
Jimmy Rae this time with Mike 
Malcolm, Chris Benvon/Lyn And 
rews, Jeff Churchill Rod Jones, 
Frank Pierson /Colin Francis, Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters, Nigel 
Rockey/Paul White in the 
Hoopers of Bristol car, and 
Donald Heegie/George Dean. in 
the Idem Wiggins Teape car. One 
new sponsor 10 add to the sweet 
smell of modern rallying appears 
conveniently enough at number 
33—in the form of Tony Pond 
Frances Cobb's Escort RS which 
will appear in the colours of 
Faberge Brut 33. 

‘All in all, it promises to be a 
very exciting weekend with big 
struggles for the outright win 
between some of the best. rally 
drivers in Europe, plus a lot of 
Interest in the Groups and classes, 


JOHN DAVENPORT 


finish ? Roger Clark/Jim 


The front-runners 


Top Welsh entries «1, 
Porter (Escort RS) 
eon/. Jensen’ 


‘Tostsun 
ws (escort 


). 25, Devan a/ 
‘Escort RS): 28. F 


(vonger 
Eeans/D. Marston “(Por 
P eaunner MPa 


diss 

eg te: 
Fireneays 35.8. 
Bowson/A. Marriot 


[tenger G1). 30 ay 
Gros (escort RS). 43, 0. Hs 
Bean’ (Escort RS); 83.5 
Gernsh. “(Renault Alpine) 
Rowlana/H Cooper (Skoda $130R), 
Se Bater/O. Kirkham (escort 

ae: oe, i 
Wiliams (Porsche): 47. "J. Dignan/ 
C. Betson (Vauthall Firenza): 48, 
Jens. Garton. (Fiat 


190 stage miles 
for Munster 


Regulations are available now for 
the Limerick MC's Circuit of 
Munster Rally. The rally will be 
based in Kenmare and the 340 
mile route contains 190 miles of 
closed public road tarmac &t 

Late morning starts are planned 
to help make the rally a 
pleasant affair and the finish will 
be on June 3 (Monday) at mid- 
afternoon. Regulations from 
Hugh Fennell, 83 Hyde Roai 
Prospect, Limerick. 


Briefly... 


© A very creditable performance 
unerringly omitted from the Tour 
of Lincs report last. week wi 

that of Gordon Batchelor/Roger 
Jenkins. -At the half way halt 
this crew were lying fifth overall 
and on the afternoon's run had 
made up to fourth when the 
clutch of their Victoria Garage 

Newport, Escort failed on. the 
penultimate stage. The Batchelor/ 
Jenkins car regularly featured in 
top stage times including one 
fastest and four second fastest 


© Amended official results of th 
Bass Charrington Tour of Lines; 
1, P. Clarke/H. Scott 3327; 2, J 
Rae/M. Malcolm 3346; 3, "T. 
Drummond/C. Gray 3364; 4, P. 
Faulkner/M. Peters 3379; 8, J 
Churchill/R. Jones 3381; 6, G. 
Lepley/M. Harvey 338! i 
Richards/J. Tew  3388;,' 8," W. 
Sparrow/N. Raeburn 3398; '9, P. 
Ryan/J, Platt 3429; 10, B. Chap- 
man/A. Butt 3432, 


© Correction to Castrol Special 
Stage championship with AUTO- 
sront Group One points: 12th T. 
Hall/E, Woolley 4 points; 13th, 
J. Clega/P. Latham 3pts; 14U 

R. Padwicke/R. Eaton 2 pt 
(Waterhouse /O'Dell did not s 

No other registered comp 

Ladies Evette Points: Drivers 
Robinson 9pts; Denton 6 pts. Co 
drivers. Clarke 6pts; Baker 4pts, 


© Andy Dawson will have spon 
sorship from Stapleton Motors, a 
north London Chrysler Deal 

for the Welsh Raliy. Stapleton's 
support is for this one event only 
and Dawson is currently negotiat- 
ing with another sponsor to back 
him for the rest of the year, 


© Tony McMahon will be teaming 
up with Curt Nelskyla for the 
Scottish, 1,000 Lakes and RAC 
National rounds using Nelskyla’s 
BMW 2002 Th. For British events 
they will be sponsored by Black 
and White Garages, BMW agents 
for Cheltenham. and Evesham, 
They are entered on the Welsh, 
starting number eight. 


© George Hill/Keith Wood driv- 
ing the Martin Group Viva 2300 
won the Devils Own Rally, the 
first. round of the MN/Weber 
Road Rally Championship last 
Saturday night 
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Lord Hesketh at home in London. 
it during the week for ease of commuting by 


a a ll 
He rents this apartment from an artist uncle and uses 
ilver Shadow to his Mayfair offices 


‘At weekends 


he Is elther racing or at his family home at Easton Neston. 


Ite his apparent determination to boost profits for the Dom Perignon champagnery while 


doing a little motor racing as a front for his social extravagances, the bulky young third 


Baron Hesketh of Hesketh has succeeded where it had been predicted he would f: 
this failure would be a magnificent thing to watch, the Hesketh 

is broached and decks awash with vintage red, but grand a 

(esketh would still sink. Hesketh, however, continues not only 


sumed” that 


always 
rr 


The Hesketh team appeared in Formula 1 
just over a year ago with a rented car at 


Brands Hatch and stayed on to end the 
season with a stirring second place in the 
United States Grand Prix. A new car designed 
and built for Hesketh this season sat on 
pole position in its first Formula 1 race (the 
Race of Champions at Brands Hatch) and 
won its third (the International Trophy at 
Silverstone). All of these feats were not. 
however, performed by Lord Thomas Alex- 
ander Hesketh, 23, but they were performed 
at his behest by ‘men of his selection His 
team manager and trusted confidant is 
“Bubbles” Horsley, his designer is Dr 
Harvey Postlethwaite, and his driver is 
James Hunt. The efforts of his team have 
become well known, but the background of 
the young baron and his reasons for racing 
have seldom been explored 

“Motor racing is more than a hobby, it’s 
a way of life for me." says Hesketh, spiking 
the impression that he only goes racing for 
the parties. I talked with him at length in 
the ‘London apartment he rents from his 
uncle just behind The Boltons on the verge 
of London's fashionable inner suburbs. 1 was 
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expecting to meet a young man with rather a 
lot to say for himself, taking credit for the 
efforts of others, and emerging rather poorly 
from the interview. The reverse occurred. 
Anyone who considers Alexander Hesketh to 
be_a fool is likely to be one himself. 

The expected atmosphere of muted arist2 
ceracy was punctured at the door. In place 
of a murmuring butler stood a wild-haired 
young man named, if the shirt he wore was 
any indication, “Mad Micki.” Lord Hesketh 
was not at home but would I wait? He 
disappeared. I wandered into a lofty room 
that’ looked like curtain-up on the first set 
of a Noel Coward play. When Alexander 
arrived some 30 minutes later in his 
chauffeured Shadow, he seemed to blend with 
the room style as though I'd been waiting 
half_an hour for the first character to walk 
on. “Mad Micki” had informed me that there 
would be a delay due to air traffic control at 
the Battersea heliport where the Lord 
hovered awaiting the word to come down. 

‘Thomas Alexander Hesketh was born on 
October 28, 1950, taking the family title on 
his father's death five years later. He never 
made it to the playing fields of Eton or the 


Lord Hesketh 
and his 
champagne 
trail to 
success in 
motor racing 


By 
EOIN YOUNG 


“I think one of the 
essential ingredients of 
the team is that we have 
to keep it funny.” 


dreaming spires of Oxford; in fact he ran 
away from Ampleforth College in Yorkshire 
when he was 15. He went to crammer classe 
after this to achieve a modest schol 
score of three O-levels, but he wi 
interested in life than ‘learning. He turned 
his back on the family estates to take up 
the noble art of used car trading in 
Leicestershire, getting an education into the 
motor business at the bottom rung of the 
Indder. His present status as patron of his 
‘own Grand Prix team would tend to indicate 
that he has already made it to the top rung, 
but there is plenty of Hesketh ambition yet 
to fulfil. His first goal is to win the World 
Championship, his second is for his businesves 
to be successful enough to support his third 
which is a yacht to win the America's Cup 
for Britain 

‘You would have to fuel an ambition like 
that on heroin if you were a car dealer's 
assistant in Leicestershire when you were 
16, and expected it all to happen within ten 
years. Due for part of his inheritance at 21 
and with increasing responsibilities in the 
offing, he set about elevating his occupation 
somewhat by moving to California to receive 
@ financial grounding with an investment 
banking corporation. For a brief period he 
worked in a Hong Kong ship-broking com- 
pany. Exactly what Hesketh's companies do 
fs never spelled out during the interview, 
but one assumes that the first advance on 
his inheritance was used to fund Hesketh 
Finance and that forays into publishing, 
printing, construction and interior decoration 
were made from this established Mayfair 
office. The various companies now operate 
under the umbrella of Clarhold, an organi- 
sation that Alexander rules in’ partnership 
with a Mr Leslie Button, 

Hearing Hesketh recount his story and 
evesdropping on social telephone conversa- 
tions with titled young ladies, you get the 
impression that Noel Coward, Oscar. Wilde 
and writers of their ilk could have produced 
Wonderful material around the young man 
who lists racing as his major enjoyment in 
life, ranked equally with wine, women, song, 
and his businesses. 

But why this passion for the grand life, 


Anyone for T-shirts? His Lordship flogs 
Hesketh specials off their stall at Jarama. 


the chauffeur and the Silver Shadow, the Jet 
Ranger helicopter and the staff of servanis ? 
Is this the real Hesketh showing through ? 
Was it always like this? Or is he now 
having to run to keep up the standard of 
exhibited opulence that he set when he first 
arrived in topline motor racing? 

“Te’s certainly not the way I've always 
been, and perhaps you have a point about 
having to keep pace now, but one of the 
reasons I started my own’ company was to 
make money to spend it doing things I 
haven't done before, 1 have always wanted 
that ‘taste of honey,’ so to’ speak, but it 
would be Immoral to blow the family’ fortune 
burning it up. I pay for the way I live at 
the moment, so it’s my funeral if it goes 
under. A lot of people want to make a lot 
of money to store it away. I want to make 
8 lot of money to be able to spend it. 1 want 
to see my company getting bigger and bigger. 
but at the same time 1 don't have an obses- 
sion to see it rocketing faster and faster 
purely for the sake of doing that. I don't 
fet any pleasure out of that at all. I could 
Tive quietly in a house in London and have 
& Silver Shadow, but by spending it at least 
fone Js. creating something. I mean, some 
people like spending to buy pictures or furni- 
ture and all the rest of it... I like spending 
to create something which is entirely my own 
‘and this is why I have the racing team. . . .” 

‘When Alexander is 30 on October 28, i980, 
he will inherit the family seat at Easton 
Neston just outside Towcester in Northamp- 
tonshire and a comfortable helicopter hop to 
Silverstone, as well as 9000 acres of farms 
and estates. The family owns the Towcester 
race ‘course. Lord Hesketh recently gave a 
£1000 grant to re-stock the local trout stream. 
But country squiredom is still down the 
road; first objectives are the attainment of 
personal success in business and his sporting 
pursuits in motor racing. This personal 
Achievement thing is important, one gathers, 
to avoid being saddled with the reputation 
of squandering the family fortunes. 

‘The first titled Hesketh, Lord Thomas, 
probably fired the passion for motoring in 
his grandson, In the stables at Easton Neston 
Which today have been converted to house 
the Hesketh Grand Prix team, Lord Thomas 
built himself a motorcar shortly after the 
turn of the century. Little is recalled of 
that first Hesketh car, and nothing remains 
‘except the knawledge that there was a Mark 
I Hesketh rumbling round the estate some 70 
years ago. 

‘At 23 ‘Alexander is the oldest of three 


brothers: Robert is 22 and John is 21. The 
stables at Easton Neston had scarcely seen 
a horse since Grandfather knocked our 
few of the feeding boxes to build his car, and 
when the decision was taken to build the 
Grand Prix car at home, the cars of Alex- 
ander's mother and brothers were evicted 
into the snow. “They complained about it 
then, but since James won at Silverstone 
they have come round. The whole family 
comes to watch the races now.” 

When they decided in September last year 
to build a Grand Prix car of their own they 
could have followed general practice and 
Fented @ factory on a crading estate. “ But 
fone of the essential ingredients of the team 
is that everyone is a friend . . . everyone who 
Works there, the mechanics, driver, owner, 
team manager, everyone ...so that they are 
more than just a team. 1 decided ¢o build 
the car at home in the middle of the country 
which I think is a much nicer place to work 
than on a trading estate. Then I converted 
a farmhouse into flats for the mechanics 
and the result is that we have a tremendous 

The 12-man team enjoys a variety of out: 
landish nicknames starting with “Bubbles,” 
the Honourable Anthony Horsley, who is a 
team manager practically revered by “Le 
Patron” "He's the coolest. guy I've ever 
met ; he's unbelievable. No matter what crisis 
hits ‘the team he has a counter proposal in 
his head and he's also got it working. For 
me, the man who has made Hesketh Racing 


what it is, is Bubbles, He is the guy who revs 
James up, he’s the guy who stops the Doctor 
from falling asleep as he is prone to do 

inking about wings and ride heights and 
things. I really reckon that Bubbles #3 in the 


class of Ferrari and Neubauer, 1 really do.” 

Bubbles" has been around and about 
racing for several years starting in the Piers 
Courage era when a clan of Formula 3 
drivers took over a to-be-famous house in 


With driver Hunt « 
from 


Harrow-on-the-Hill, The young Hesketh had 
been on the fringe of this group and the 
rollicking life they led prompted him to see 
if he could catch up the threads himself 
when he returned from his stint with ¢he 
investment bank in California. This was in 
1972 when the renowned “Bubbles” had 
also made a reappearance on the London 
Scene after a spell at being a Guru in Bhutan. 
A season of Formula Ford racing seemed 
like the recipe for shaking off the shackles of 
religion and investmene banking, but as both 
“Bubbles” and the Lord tend towards cor- 
pulence (Hesketh scales 174 stone [245 1b] 
ia his crested pyjamas!) they decided to 
avoid personel exposure to more danger than 
was absolutely necessary in their pursuit 
of motor racing successes, and become en- 
trant and team manager instead. They found 
James Hunt at the bottom of a “Top 10" 
list of Formula 3 drivers, a young man with 
a record of speed but a reputation for 
accidents. “* Bubbles’ and I rather reckoned 
James because he had been on the up-and-up 
and had hit the downhill slide with a bit 
of a vengeance. He had a long history of 
attempted suicide against various bits of 
‘Armoo around the world, hence his nickname 
“Hunt the Shunt’ The most important thing 
was that he was the only guy who was any 
00d who would drive for us in Formula 2, 

he took a long time to consider 


Fiesketh learned to drive in his mother's 
Ford Anglia, starting with just the steering 
because his legs wouldn't reach the pedals, 
He soon mastered the pedals but was 
hindered by the fact that he was then unable 
to see over the wheel. The first car he 
actually owned was 9 Morris 8 bought 
between the three brothers for £5, or as 
Hesketh pronounces it "a fivah. 

His first_attempt at motoring competition 
was in a Ford Cortina on a rally organized 
by the Northampton Motor Sport Society. 


\d Patron Hesheth overseeing them, team manager Bubbles Horsley (second 
1) and designer Harvey Postlethwaite discuss development problems with the mechanics, 
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The Hesketh stables at Easton Norton have 


This was in 1968 and he shared the car with 
‘one Bob Freeborough, owner of the dairy 
in Towcester. “It all’ went quite well until 
Thad a slight misunderstanding with a com: 
bine harvester which led me to believe that 
T was off the special stage. 

For all their enthusiasm the fledgling team 
lacked technical expertise. One result was the 
destruction of thelr Surtees Formula 2 car 
during experiments on a theory that it 
would be faster with all the downthrust 
cranked off the wing. It 
fon the straight, but it went st 

They reckoned then 
that of cosumption with Formula 
2° ear, Formula 1 must be only marginally 
more ‘expensive, so they rented a March 
731 and Dr Harvey Postlethwaite, PhD, BSc, 
came along with the package. When the 
team discovered that Postlethwaite knew all 


the big words and could also put them into 
Practice, they employed devious means and 
drink to persuade Harvey into leaving March 
ir camp. It was probably con- 

who had” been 


and joining 1 
venient for Postlethwaite 
working in the 

Robin Herd, and. was unlikely to 
more. within that company whereas with 
Hesketh he would have a free hand. Hesketh 


been rebuilt into modern workshops. 


describes Postlethwaite as “one of life's 
‘natural geniuses." 

‘Just why should the Hesketh team enjoy 
s0 much success so soon when it breaks all 
the established rules of racing which say 
that Upstart organizations will either not be 
tolerated or not assisted to succeed. So the 
Hesketh lot have succeeded without asi 
tance. But why? Hesketh thinks their advan. 
tage is that it's a fresh, young team. The 
average age is around 24, "If you look at 

like a football team, ail the other teams 
have played so many games that they have 
a certain amount of staleness they've 
been on the road an awful long time. After 
while it becomes like a job, whereas we're 
still filled with a childish enthusiasm which 
could give us an extra 5 per cent and that 
makes all the difference. It's impossible to 
maintain a level of excitement and enthusiasm 
which I think is an essential, season after 
Season. It's like expecting them to be top 
of the first division every year. 

But might Hesketh Racing fall into this 
trap ina few seasons? “We will have to 

fatch this carefully. We're not really geared 
to do this tremendously heavy programme 
of Grand Prix races. Last year we benefited 
enormously by missing a Grand Prix, and 


The Jet Ranger helicopter poised on the harbour front at Monaco 
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while it may seem strange in this professional 
day and age, I think we might well miss one 
or two again this year so that we can improve 
the car technically... which is what it's all 
about. 

The original Grand Concept was to replace 
the S-litre Ford-Cosworth V8 engine with a 
Vi2 that Hesekth had specially commissioned 
to be designed by Aubrey Woods and built 
by McNally Engineering in Washington New- 
town, Newcastle, The engine is scheduled 
to run for the first time at the end of April 
or the beginning of May, but a recent take- 
over of the McNally company could delay 
development work on the racing engine if 
it Is not already sufficiently advanced, He 
kketh has stipulated 500 horsepower from the 
12, with a very minimum of 490 bhp. If 
these figures are not obtained, the V12 will 
be dropped and development’ will start on 
another form of 12-cylinder engine, 

‘Scattered around the Hesketh domain at 
Alexander's mixed stable of personal. cars 
Which include an SSKL Mercedes Benz, and 
two Type 61 birdcage Maseratis racing in 
JCB events by Charles Lucas, 

The teddy bear in the crash helmet 
‘emerged this season as the team symbol, and 
the plan is for the word HESKETH to be 
removed from the car and replaced by the 
bear which then becomes a corporate link 
with the other Hesketh businesses. The pub- 


lishing bear is reading a book, the bullder 
bear has a hardhat, and the financier bear 
wears a bowler. 

‘Sponsors. are shunned by Hesketh who 


runs his car in virgin white apart from the 
red, white and blue stripes taken from the 
family horse racing silks, Hesketh says he 
would even refuse backing from an up- 
market company like Dom Perignon becau 

“then it wouldn't be my car, it would be 
just another business, a question of adding 
Up figures and running it to make a profit.” 

‘When Hesketh Racing first appeared. in 
Formula 1 at Brands Hatch early last 
they were the target of unconcealed 
from other teams and from the press, 
while the press can run with the hi 
hunt with the hounds the other teams laugh 
less as the team becomes more competiti 
despite the continued aura of a champagne 
jolly good time. That goes as far as the pit 
door. “Chief mechanic" Beaky" Sims has 
deen heard to tell his Lordship, " Look ‘ere 
Guy, we can't have all that champagne in 
the pits. Either we're going to have a party, 
or we're going to try to win a motor race. 
Make up ‘your mind.” In the face of such 
fierce reasoning, the Lord retreated to the 

mer climes of his huge entertaining 
marquee, And his car won the race. 

Does Alexander Hesketh care what out- 
siders may think of his racing team and 
their flamboyant approach to what has until 
now been regarded as a serious business? 
He doesn't. "I think one of the essential 
ingredients of the team is that we have to 
keep it funny. There is a certain esprit 
de corps that doesn't exist in other teams 
which is included by the fact that we 
approach racing in a rather unbusinesslike 
manner. Admittedly 1 can afford to do that, 
but by keeping the team super-British and 
Super-uncommercial and by keeping it to one 
car, 1 think these factors contribute to the 
team rather than detract..." 

‘One of the men he admires outside his 
own team in racing is Rob Walker, that 
doyen of private entrants who enjoyed field- 
ing cars for Stirling Moss in his heyday. 
Hesketh gave me the impression that he 
admired Walker most for carrying a gent 

janly air into motor racing, modern profes- 
sional racing. Our conversation on this point 
makes a suitable close to the interview. 

ESY: Do you consider yourself to be a 
gentleman? 

‘AH: I don’t know... think some people 
may differ with that opinion. 

ESY: But you aspire to be one? 

AH: 1 don't think I aspire to be one. 
What I would really like is ¢o aspire to be a 
successful racing car proprietor. 

So you aspire most of all to be 
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OULTON PARK 


Crawford stars again 


By IAN TITCHMARSH Photographs by PETER McFADYEN 


It may have been on his home circuit but Jim Crawford proved last Sunday at Oulton 
Park that he must be one of England's brightest prospects in motor racing for the 
25-year-old Bolton driver scored a thoroughly convincing win in the SDC Racing March 738 


after the only driver to challenge and lead him, Ted Wentz, crashed at Old. Hal 
at half distance, Wentz took fastest lap after a fine performance but M: 
in the eyes of the BP panel was local hero Cyd Willams who 


drive from. a. push 
fourth gear through 
Savoury’s Modus concern for 


‘Corner 
‘of the Meeting 
ied ina sensational 
holding the car in 
1d also for Teddy 
yared and finished third and 


fourth ‘on thelr début outing in the hands of Tom Walkinshaw and Tony Brise. The 


Mid-Cheshi 


MRC were in charge of thi 


first Sunday Oulto 


of the ye 


after political 


In-ighting had deprived the Lancs & Cheshire CC of the date and a good-sized crowd 
enjoyed some excellent racing on a sunny afternoon which included s virtual dead-heat 
in the BOC Formula Ford final after some of the leaders had crashed, 


PRACTICE 


Not content with winning last Saturday In 
an MCD round, Jim Crawford spent the int 
vening Tuesday at the circuit trying to eradic- 
ate a handling problem which afflicts the car 
hen the tyres warm up, but without success, 
"so we fished some of last year's off the 
back of the shelf in the garage,” hoping that 
the harder compound would work better over 
the long, 30-lap event. The Idea in practice 
was to Warm up the car on the race tyres and 
then go for pole on the softer '74 rubber. 
The plan was foiled by a lack of petrol in the 
tank when the tyres were swapped, but Craw- 
ford still put the SDC Racing March-Hart on 
the number one spot because his nearest chi 
lenger, Geoff Friswell, had shunted at Old 
Hall at a time when he was still fastest and 
going faster. Geoff was feeling really on form 
Dut admitted to driver error as the cause of 
the accident which left his similar March not 
too seriously damaged but irreparable for the 
race, Crawford's time was 1m 204 § and 
Friswell’s 0.2 s slower as against the Craw- 
ford/Joha Nicholson record of 1 _m 28.8 8 
with Friswell’s demise, moving up to the middle 
of the front row, reputedly the best starting 
position these days, was Johnny Nick himself 
in a new Lyncar. Not that it should have 
been new but designer Martin Slater, while 
trying the car for himself a week earlier, 
hhad reduced it to component parts and, in 
building it up again, had incorporated 
numerous modifications. The New Zealander 
wasn't sure which ones worked and which 
didn't but he did know that all was not as 
good as it should have been. His time was 
1 m 296 5, nearly 1 s slower than his record, 
and he wondered why. Completing the front 
row was the American Ted Wentz in the 
Wella March 74B with Swindon power. The 
amiable Wentz seemed happy with life and 
the handling of his car after a test session on 
Monday, unlike many March drivers, but was 
a little ‘perturbed when the brakes failed at 
Lodge. Air in the system was diagnosed. Be- 
fore this he had gone round 0.2 s slower than 


Nicholson. 

Four drivers took exactly 1) m to 
complete their fastest laps. First to do 50 
was little Cyd Williams, who is now having 
to finance the running of Graham Eden's 
Brabham BT40 out of his own pocket and has 
committed himself, for the moment to driving 
to finish, However, he only needed nine laps 
(one less than Frisell managed, but far fewer 
than most) to record his best before the rear 
Wing fell off. It was just like the I-litre F3 
again for the next two to do it were Bey 
Bond and Dave Morgan. Bev, as usual in 
Harry ‘Stiller's March 74B with LEC power, 
seemed quite content but Morgan was wishing 
he could go faster with his Chevron which ts 
basically the Ed Reeves B25 he ran in F2 
last year fitted with B27 bodywork and, for 
the moment, an engine hired from John 


Jim Crawford cought and passed Ted Wentz, putting 


March 738. 


Nicholson. Last of the quartet was Crawford's 
patron and team mate Steve Choularton in an 
Identical March 73B, identical that is save 
for the absence of che handling problem. 
Second in the championship to Nicholson be- 
fore this meeting, Richard Scott was not 
happy. His Geoff Richardson-entered and 
engined Scott RS1 seemed to be too softly 
suspended for the bumpy circuit and he 
was 08 5 slower than the four ahead of him. 
It was going to be a case of driving to 
finish since the car could not be get up in 
time to be a front-runner. Sharing Scottie's 
time was Matt Spitziey's F3 March with which 
the American seemed to be chasing himself 
round in circles ag he switched from F3 
wheels to F2 and back again, All he knew 
was that it handled badly on the larger 
tyres so it was back to F3 sizes for the ra 
in the hope that the rubber lasted 


Tom Walkinshaw has become side-tracked 
into saloons in the past couple of seasons 
but arrived at Oulton Park with a self- 
financed new Modus M3 for his first single- 
seater race at the circuit since the I-litre F3 
days. A brief session at Silverstone was all 
the running the car had had 0 a position half 
way up the grid was creditable as teething 
troubles were eliminated, Alone in Atlantic, 
the Scot has a BDA-prepared by Racing 
Services, His time was lm 314 5, 06 5 
ahead of Ulsterman Jay Pollock who was the 
first of three on 1 m 32.0 s. Pollock, who 
Is undoubtedly Ulster’s number two driver to 
John Watson, had brought over the Desmond 
Mack Racing ‘Crosslé 22F used so successfully 
asa litre by Brian Nelson in 1972 but 
less successfully by Nelson Todd last year. 
As in the 2ulitre days, Brian Hart supplied the 
power. Equalling Pollock's time were 
Australian Alan Jones in a Falconer-bodied 
March 712M belonging to Mike Sullivan but 
entered by Multiglide International Racing. 
The car, which was powered by a Tim Clo; 

BDA, Was rather a one-off effort since the 
team have @ new March 74B on its way for 
Silverstone. Tony Brise completed the trio 
‘with the official works Modus M3. which had 
only been finished as practice began, one of 
the problems being fitting the lanky Brise 
into the car. In anticipation that he would 
fit, Brise had bought a new pair of driving 
shoes to replace his toe-less March ones! 
The car was fitted with F3 tyres and. the 
Holbay engine out of his March from Silver- 


In seven laps Peter Wardle got going well 
his STP Surtees TSISA to record 1m 
5 before a piston blew in the Lievesley 

engine, terminating his racing for the day. 

Following on, therefore after Brise was 
American Bobby Brown in his Alan Smith 

powered March 74B having its last race in 

Europe before going to the States. His time 

was 1 m 32.4 $0.2 s ahead of the ex-Chris 

O'Brien/Jimmy ‘Fuller F3- Brabham BT38C 


@ fine performance in the SDC 
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PIRANHA 


ELECTRONIC IGNITION 


Atlast...arealadvance 
in automotive ignition systems! 


The PIRANHA system revolu 


tionises normal car ignition systems. 
It has been designed to remove the 


2rent weakness of the mech: 


anical contact breaker, whilst 
exploiting the proven advantages 
‘of the discharging inductive coil 
Increased engine efficiency 1s 
achieved by producing a better. 
constant spark at all engine speeds 


and this provides significant im 
provement in fuel consumption as 
well as a substantial reduction in 
exhaust pollution levels 

Variants are available for a wide 
range of vehicles 


LESS POLLUTION 


Complete burning of fuel means 
that atmospheric pollution through 
the exhausting of unburnt fuel is 
substantially reduced 


EASIER STARTING 


The PIRANHA unit produces full 
spark discharges independently of 
engine speed. even froma sem 
ischarged battery as low as 

jolts. The more powerlul spark 
vercomes poor mixture. fouled 
plugs. and humidity problems, and 
guarantees faster. easier starting 


TRUST PIRANHA- 
WE'VE PROVEDIT WORKS 


Price: £19-80 inc. postage 


SIMPLICITY 


»nsisting of a small electronic 
Vanda 
ight pulsing unit which fits into most 1s gui 
ting distributors, the PIRANHA 
tem can usually be fitted in te 
than ten minutes Moving parts are 
kept fo a minimum, and that means 
less wear and more dependability 


packing. and VAT. “WorldPatents 
ubyecttoCrown User Agreement 


The Piranha Ignition 
nteed for 12 months 


witching unit (3's x 3x 


PIRANHA ELECTRONIC aS 
IGNITION ORDER FORM 

To: Piranha ignitions Ltd, Dept. 

102 Hammersmith Road, 

London W6 7JP. 

Please send me a Piranha Electronic | 
Ignition System for my 


(make, model & year of car) 


THE PIRANHA ADVANTAGES ARE Jenclose crossed cheque/PO. | 


No. for £19.80 made 

MORE POWER Out to “Piranha ignitions Ltd.” 

Nearly 40% more spark energy is 

produced than with a conventional ee | 
itact breaker system, and this. ADDRESS 

ombined with elimination gt mis: 

firing at all engine speeds, mear na 


mot for higher acceleration 


BETTERECONOMY 


FOR BARCLAYCARD OR ACCESS, 
HOLDERS. Please debit my 
Barclaycard/Access account. 
(Please delete where applicable) 


AND THEY VE BEEN PROVED! 


Full te t the University of 
The PIRANHA unit guarantees a Manchester Institute of Science and 
better, more constant spark at all Technology has proved the 

engine speeds, elimirfating the high PIRANHA Ignition to give an overall 


My number is: 


f misfiring (potentially in increase poo 
of the conventional in compari 
stem at high re coil and c SIGNATURE 


Completely burnt fuel therefore 
Gives better fuel consumption. 


| eg. inengiana 1012873 
Panna ignions Lid. 
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into which Kim Mather had inserted an RES 
BDA. Mather had no choice where wheel sizes 
were concerned—it was F3s or nothing! A 
lot of Prototype Tooling had been called for 
on John Gillmeister’s new March 74B after a 
Substantial testing accident at Brands Hatch 
Several weeks ago but it now looked as 
smart as ever, However, the handling was not 
the Australian would have liked it and 
his time of 1 m 33.2 5 reflected this. Like 
Scott, Gillmeister had Richardson power. On 
1m 33.8 3 was Mexican Hector Rebaque in 
his Chevron B27, fitted with its own body- 
work this week which was promptly crunched 
about the front on its first practice Ia 
Damage was slight and repairable. Despite 
the long gap since Snetterton, Peter Bloore 
Racing had failed to rebuild Ray Mallock’s 
Chequered Flag Ensign in time so he borrowed 
John Wingfield’s Brabham BT40 which turned 
out to have a dinged chassis after its owner's 
minor contretemps in a libré race at Mallory 
at the end of last year, since when it had 
lain idle. The Swindon engine from the Ensign 
‘was fitted but Ray was not at all optimistic 
about his chances and his time was 1 m 
344 5. 

‘After the disaster which befell his new 
Nicholson engine the previous week Val 
Musetti arranged to borrow one from from 
Graham Eden to put into his Royale RPIIA 
but his time of 1 m 352 s was hardly com- 
petitive, Scottish newcomer Doug Thomson 
‘was having his second Formula Atlantic race 
with the ex-Roger Williamson GRD 273 which 
has a Holbay BDA and was finding his feet 
with a best lap of 1 m 36.2 s. Woody Harris 
had the Emery engine of his Genie expire 
after 14 laps, the best of which was 
59.0, so he non-started so tall-end Chari 
‘was Nigel Clarkson in Vern Schuppan’s March 
722 which has been fitted with a weary BRM 
BDA from Vern's museum while the former 
Anglia and historic sports car driver learns 
‘about single-seaters. His best lap was 1 m 
43.0 5. 


RACE 


The grid lined up with two unexpected absen- 
tees, Jones and Walkinshaw, who were both 
having last minute ratio changes. However, 
both the March and then the Modus came out 
‘the two minute board was shown and lined 
up on the last row. At the front Williams 
couldn't get his engine to fire, something 
wrong with the flywheel being blamed, but 

te the absence of a yellow flag everyone 
issed him as the Union Jack fell and they 
Old Hall. Wheels. spin- 
ning on the grit, Crawford was left standing 
by Wentz who’ went off beautifully from 
‘erstwhile pole position and ted round “Turn 
One” from Crawford, Nicholson and Bond but 
Brise had come storming through from the 
fifth row and was up to fifth as the cars 
arrived at Knickerbrook. At the end of lap 
‘one Wentz and Crawford had already opened 
up a gap to Nicholson who led Bond and 
Brise in @ tight bunch. Choularton was sixth 
from Morgan, Scott, Brown, Spitzley, Gill- 
meister, Pollock, Mallock, Mather, Walkin. 
shaw, ‘Thomson,’ Musetti, Rebaque,' Williams, 
and ‘Clarkson while Jones dived into the 
pits to tighten up his seat belts after the 
Iast_minute panic. 

In the opening laps Wentz seemed able 
to hold the gap gained from his excellent 
start with some fine slides in the turns while 
both Marches were opening up a gap to the 
Lyncar which sometimes had Bond's March 
up its gearbox and sometimes didn’t. Far- 
ther back Walkinshaw and Williams were 
already making spectacular progress, the 
Modus a few places ahead of the Brabham 
‘on the road until, by lap 12, they were in 
seventh and eighth positions. Before that 
Choularton, after losing sixth place to 
‘Morgan, stopped on lap 5 to change a flat 
tyre, swift pit work sending him on his way 
little more than a lap behind his team mate. 
Morgan was hurling the Chevron through the 
corners and forced a way past Brise at 
Knickerbrook on lap 6 to take over fifth, 
The Chevron was also trailing an oil haze 
but this seemed to affect the Grovewood 


Champion's speed little. Scott was the next 
to go, his steady drive ending in the sleepers 

Knickerbrook when lying seventh. It seems 
a front tyre deflated for the car just under- 
Steered off into the barrier, damaging itself 
quite severely and probably ‘ending its career 
for Scott has no intention of rebuilding it 
himself. 

Two laps after Scott's demise, on lap 11, 
another former F2 man Morgan was out 
When the flywheel fell off the engine, giving 
Brise back his fifth place ahead of another F: 
tyred car, Spitzley’s March, but he was about 
to be caught by Walkinshaw in the other im- 
pressive Modus. Gillmeister had spun’ on lap 
10 at Old Hall, losing a place to Rebaque, 

the handling of the March deteriorated 
while Clarkson and Thomson both disappeared 
at about this time with electrical problems. 
Gitlmeister, too, was soon to retire, when 
fa bolt fell out of the gear linkage. 

On lap 12 it was obvious that Crawford 


was beginning to reduce the small lead which 
‘after the 


Wentz had and, sure 
American had missed a 
changes on Top Straight on 
was through Into the lead 
the two cars almost, If not actually, touching 
fas it happened, Wentz was determined not to 
give up the lead that easily and caught right 
Up again at Lodge. Past the pits the two 
cars were side by side with the Wella one on 
the Inside. It was a move doomed to failure, 
as Ted frankly admitted afterwards, and after 

few more feet in the lead he ended his 
against the bank with a couple of 
bent corners and complaining of a serious 


nough, 


Bob Ridgard gets the Camaro well crossed 
up, destined to take to the grass and 
retirement. 


bout of brain fade. This left Crawford well 
in command for Nicholson was already 
several seconds back and his handling troubles 
were compounded at this moment by running 
over part of Wentz's car. This eventually 
caused a slow puncture in the nearside rear 
tyre and allowed Bond to catch up again 
although it took him several laps to find 
a way past. At half distance Brise was sud- 
denly perturbed to find the throttle of his 
Modus ‘sticking open, a loose linkage giving 
him at Teast 5000 revs all the time. As he 
grew accustomed to this Walkinshaw and 
Williams went by while Spitziey, Brown and 
fan increasingly confident Pollock all closed 
up. Mallock and Rebaque completed the un- 
lapped runners at this stage. 

"At Knickerbrook for the 18th time Cyd's 
pursuit race, which was capturing the imagina- 
tion of the ‘crowd, took him into fourth past 
Walkinshaw while, a lap later, Pollock de- 
prived Brown of eighth. Cyd's next target was 
Bond, who was now catching the troubled 
Nicholson in second place more rapidly, so 
that if the Brabham could catch one it could 
probably catch the other before the end of 
the race. On lap 23 Bev finally found a way 
round the Lyncar at Knickerbrook and Wil 
Hams was 6 s behind, but Bond's 
second place was short-lived for the throttle 
stuck’ open at Esso and he returned to the 
pits to present Harry Stiller with a March 
Which had two wheels buckled against the 
armeo. On the same lap, with five to go, 


Williams passed Nicholson so that he suddenly 
found himself second although now with no 
hope of improving’ on that. Nicholson's tyre 
was now so airless that he could see it 
bending on the rim and he fell back to sixth 
behind Walkinshaw, Brise who began to catch 
the Scot again as he got used to his throttle 
problem, and Brown. He might also have 
been passed by Spitzley and Pollock but 
both cars went very spluttery, Spitzley's 
with an electrical problem which brought the 
car to a total halt with less than three laps 
to go, although Pollock soldiered on and 
just failed to pass the Lyncar on the last 
lap, O-rings being suspected by the Desmond 
Mack team. 

Rebaque should have completed the un- 
lapped runners but decided instead to damage 
the nose again against the Old Hall sleepers 
although, like Spitziey, he was classified. 
Mallock ‘was lapped after a last-minute spin 
at Esso while Choularton made up 30 well 
for his pit stop that he took the final 
championship point with 10th place. Jones 
retired with his car overheating so Musetti 
and Math 
completed the finishers but the biggest sensa: 
tion, unseen by the crowd at the time, .wi 
the fact that Crawford's gear linkage had 
snapped in two with a lap and a half to 
‘go and he completed the race stuck in fourth 
ear. And It could Just as easily have been 


SUPPORTING RACES 


‘The Formula Ford heats had just enough 
cars to make up a full grid for the final 
0 not too many fireworks were expected, 
‘The racing was close for all that, beginning 
with pole position occupant for’ heat one, 
Roger Orgee, spinning his Dulon at the first 

‘Shellsport 
‘Van Diemen to 
scrap over the lead chased by Syd Fox while 
Richard Hawkins ina new works Dulon 
dropped right down the field with a gearbox 
which wouldn't select fourth gear. The 
Belgian, fresh from a good drive the day 
before in an Opel at Spa, kept Vermilio out 
at Knickerbrook on the last of the five 
laps and won by 0.4 s. Orgee fought his was 
back to seventh, setting fastest lap, behind 
Fox, Matthew Argenti's Merlyn Mk 25, Jose 
Ferreira da Silva's Elden PH8B and the Hawke 
DLII Richard Jones. 

Heat two saw the early retirement of 
John Murphy's Hawke DLI1 with carburation 
problems and a fine battle for the lead 
between Gordon Smiley's Merlyn, Mike 
‘Young's Van Diemen, Stephen South's Ray, 
Peter White's old Palliser, Keith Wilson's 
Jamun and John Crowe's Merlyn. After set- 
Ung fastest lap Wilson went off at Esso on 
lap. three while Young snatched the lead 
from White at Knickerbrook for the last time 
leading him and Smiley across the line by 
tiny margin. South had the nose of his Ray 
flip up on to the bodywork, obscuring his 
vision, but the clips held and he was not black- 
flagged although he could barely see, causing 
a grass-cutting moment at Cascades which 
knocked him back to fourth. 

The final saw the retirement of Fox on 
the first lap with no oll pressure but all the 
other front runners from the heats joined in 
for one of the most hectic FF races Oulton 
hhas witnessed for a very long time, Vermilio 
Jed lap one from Smiley (who has now dot 
12 races 'n this country and led into the 
first corner in 11 of them, this time from 
the second row), Neve, Young, White, 
Argenti, South and Orgee. The weaving on 
Top Straight was monumental as Vermilio 
fought to keep the others behind and/or break 
the tow and he was successful until lap 
six when Smiley took over while South's fast 

to third to form a 


pl 
White while Orgee and Argenti were a 
little farther back still. Smiley's lead wé 

short-lived for Vermilio got it back at Old 
Hall for the seventh time. The racing was so 
close that, if anything happened, it had to 
happen big. Sure enough it came, on lap eight. 
First, South fell off at Druids then Neve 
nudged Smiley into Vermilo at Lodge, one 
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corner later. The first two spun as Neve 
nipped through on the inside with Young, 
White and Argenti, but Orgee was not 50 
lucky and was struck by Vermilio as the 
latter tried to rejoin, Orgee, whose car was 
scheduled to star in filming for BBC TV's 
Series “The Brothers" the following day, 
instead had it severely crunched against the 
bank, although he was unhurt, while Vermilio 
and Smiley were also out. 

‘Neve, Young and White carried on the 
battle for the lead among themselves, the 
van Diemen driver taking first place ‘from 
the Lola at Knickerbrook on the last lap, AS 
the cars rounded Lodge and headed for the 
flag Neve drew alongside on the left with 
White doing the same on the right and the 
three cars crossed the line as one. After 
gazing into their crystal balls for a full 
five minutes the timekeepers and judges 
decided that Young had won in the same 
race time as Neve with White a mythical 
04 5 behind. Argenti followed ahead of 
Stuart Baird's Merlyn, which had been 
driven rapidly and sensibly just behind the 
leaders, while Richard Hawkins recovered 
well from his poor grid position after the 
trouble in his heat, and must have been 

Hl pleased with the single point for sixth 
e. Young's win puts him one point beh 
Vermilio in the championship with Hawkins 
one point further back. 

‘The other race was a_ poorly-supported 
round of the Triplex Group One Championship 
which does not seem to have the following 
of the BARC’s Britax series. The only two 
Camas 


and Bob Ridgard and they not 
dominated the affair, West's ca 
faster on the straights although Ridgard 
ved up in the corners, sometimes getting 
the big Chevrolet well and truly sideways tn 
best Barrie Williams/Gerry Marshall fashion. 
However, the fan belt came adrift, causing 
ting. and while concentrating on the 
gauges Ridgard spun at Cascades and was 
‘unable to resume racing because the engine 
hot in. restarting, This 
second successive win in 
many weeks at Oulton ahead of Barrie 
wult's Capri and the leaders in the £1,599 
hall Magnums of Derrick Brunt 
Graham Birrell had a 
Wwhiet in the family, ex-Unett Hunter GLS to 
finish fifth and third in this class. 
Capraro, 1k ppaaaaale 
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KIRKISTOWN 


Fildes’ Lotus wins Ireland's 
belated Formula Atlantic debut 


A lot of people went to Kirkistown last Sat- 
urday more in hope than in anticipation of 
reason for this is 


seeing good racing. The 
hard ‘to. de 


resulted in an extremely 
expensive power race and anyone who 
wanted to be anywhere had to acquire the 
very latest F2 equipment. However at the 
fend of last season common sense prevailed 
and the decision was made to change to 
Formula Atlantic. One major dissentor to the 
decision was Tommy Reid and in a fit of 
pique refused to have anything to do with 
it, After Saturday's race perhaps he will now 
change his mind! 

‘Although only eight F/Atlantic ca 
made it to the grid every single one was 
fully competitive and at least half a dozen 
more are promised for future meetings. 
Equal fastest in practice were Jay Pollock 
in the Desmond Mack Racing Crossle 22F 
and Ken Fildes with Patsy McGarrity’s Chev- 
ron B22, slowed a bit by the wrong gear rat'os. 
From the flag Pollock jumped into the lead and 
by the Hairpin on the first lap was already 
well clear of Billy Gowdy (Brabham BT30), 
McGarrity. Des Donnelly (March 733), Fildes, 
‘Arthur Collier (March 733) and Walter “Ci 
Kinnear (Lotus 69). By lap 2 McGarrity had 
moved his vividly-driven Chevron up to second 
while Gowdy became involved in a five c 
battle for third place. This was how 
remained until lap 8 when Gowdy sudden! 
‘appeared in the lead with Fildes on his tail 
and no sign of Pollock or McGarrity. Pollock 
had a driveshaft fail while | McGarrity’ 
nose cone had worked loose and the car was 
‘overheating. For the rest of the race Gowdy, 
making one of his periodic comebacks, and 
Fildes put on a most entertaining show with 
‘getting the upper hand on the ta 
‘when Gowdy made a slip at the Colonial 
‘One Hairpin. Des Donnelly was third just 
getting the better of Kinnear and Collier 

‘One class which appears to have suffered 
‘over the winter is the saloons—a rather 
meagre field turned out with nothing in the 
“Superioon* category at all, Whether by 
design or accident, Jim McClements made 
this the occasion for his racing. comeback 
in an immaculate 13 Copper and he had 
little trouble in leading from start to finish. 
David Hall pursued with his 1.0 Imp at 
respectable distance with John Tanner a 
distant third. Using the same Datsun Sunny 
he had crashed in the Circuit of Ireland 
Rally Alec Poole took an adventurous fourth 
place after tangling briefly with the Imps of 
George Windrum and Gordon Drew. Windrum 
was fifth after Drew expired on the last 


lap. 

‘A lot of new faces appeared in the Formula 
Ford field, but it was last year's discovery 
Jim Sherry who took the lead at the start 
in his Crossle 25F and stayed there until 
the finish despite the very close attention 
of Gary Gibson's similar car throughout 
Gibson, who had changed two valves after 
prattice, made a desperate bid on the penul 
timate iap as they braked for the Hairpis 
but this didn’t come off and he dropped back 
although still a safe second. Third was “old 


finally 


hand Harry Acheson in a new Crossle-25F, 
but only after a desperately close battle 
with young Trevor Templeton who, though 
only having his sixth race, looks like follow- 
ing in father Malcolm's footsteps with a neat 
and unflustered driving style. A_ bitterly 
disappointed non-runner in this race was 
Brian Edgar whose brand new Van Dieman 
y useless in the paddock with a burnt 


being successfully introduced at 
Bishopscourt last season by the UAC, Group 
1 racing made its debut at Kirkistown with a 
jonably good entry. In the | ex-Adrian 
Boyd Lombard and Ulsier Capri 3000 Plum 
Tyndall was fastest in practice and at the 
flag he took the lead in an opposite lock 
style which would have done credit to the 
previous incumbent. But he couldn't afford 
to relax as David Hamilton pursued very 
determinedly in his new RS2000. while Robert 
Ward charged up through the field to third 
place after a bad start in his BMW Til 
Tom McKinney was a steady fourth in his 
Mexico with Damien Magee's old patron 
Ray Moore fifth in his Opel Manta, Ge 
Windrum (Opel Manta) and Don Hanley 
(Opel Ascona SR) had an entertaining battle 
for sixth place with the former just getting 
the verdict. 
To make up the numbers the clubmen's 
race alto 


which 


with Paddy Heron, 
an absence of five 
ex-Harold McGarity Brabham BT23__ with 
Mike Martin off to a bad start in the Cooks- 
town Sausage-sponsored U2. On lap two 
‘Acheson was eliminated when he was charged 
by Heron at the Hairpin by which time Martin 
was making his presence felt and wi 
closing on Stirling, By lap six he had 
Brabham in his sights and for the last four 
laps, the pair swopped places with Martin 
by a couple of lengths at the 
"Heron had a hairy moment 
on lap eight when a tyre burst at Debtor's 
Dip and Eddie Jorden took a distant third in 
the somewhat hairily-driven Crossle 20F. 


ESLER CRAWFORD 


Setgamy (28, Igoe: 


Fee: 
‘Eines winners: MeClements, Hal 
© 


Easy oe a SR ae 


ay Polleek crawl Sear 


Anice thing 
happened 


last weekend. 


DEVIL’S OWN RALLY 


*OUTRIGHT WINNER 


GEORGE HILL/KEITH WOOD 
VAUXHALL VIVA 2300 


entered by the 


MARTIN GROUP 


BEDFORDSHIRE’S 
FORD RALLYE SPORT CENTRE 


Early delivery 


ESCORT RS 1600s 

ESCORT RS 2000s 

ESCORT MEXICOS 
CAPRI RS 3100s 


@ COMPLETE RALLYE 
SPORT SERVICE 


By) @ LARGE STOCKS 
r OF AVO PARTS & 
* ACCESSORIES 
< ©@ EXPERT SERVICING 
Tricentrol 22, scone 
(Al¢ — AVO TECHNICIANS 


RING BRIAN EYRE NOW—DUNSTABLE 67811 


Tricent 


CARS (DUNSTABLE) LTD. 


55 LONDON ROAD DUNSTABLE 


> Rallye Sport Centre 
l 


361 AUTOCROSS ASSOCIATION 


ANNOUNCE AN AUTOCROSS 
26th MAY 


Bretons Farm, Elm Park 
Map reference 161/517853 
Regs from: ivan Hall, 

94 Woodfield Drive. 

Romford Essex. Tel : Romford 23389. 


BIG HEALEYS 


HEALEY-CORVETTE 


jOW RACING. 
147 day, 01-947 6326 evening. 
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Behind the wheel by Danny Hulme 


cause Emerson's Texaco-Marlboro-McLaren the car is slow down the straight, It’s a 
a ej was getting a 10,000 service and they didn't weird sort of place because the track changes 
\ During the prac- Want two cars in at once. Emerson's engine almost by the hour, When we cested there 
tice sessions on was running sour from the start so they we tried increasing the wing and it made 
F Saturday the changed the plugs while they were changing no difference at all, but during practice the 
4 catch fences ot Tes and discovered a water leak down one more wing we fitted, the faster we went 
Ey of the plug holes which had been shorting In fact I was slower by almost 1 5 than T 
the end of the the plug. He went back out (nto the race was in practice for the race two years ago 
beet nd worked his way up to third place with and nearly everyone else was off the pace 
2: Geaieccres healthy engine once again T'think this loss of lap times from 1972. is 
like a spider's ‘The original team plan was to run all largely due to the cars being heavier now 
web. catching all the M23. McLarens with a short wheelbase and. using a lot more wing to improve 
configuration becauze this had proved to adhesion 

those big iron flies oS i 

Se be better at Jarama when we tested prior Gas Taco! huis | ac Moola: eh ae 


in it” to the race. We found we were getting 
better grip away from corners by having 
the engine six. inches closer to the rear 
1 seem to have something of a reputation wheels and getting better traction by having 
for not wanting to race in the rain but the weight farther back. After my unfor 
when I woke up on race morning in Madrid tunate accident on the first day of practice 
and saw it bucketing down T wasn’t real when I hit a flag marshal who had climbed 
Unhappy. In fact I was quite eager to get over the guardrailing, I had used the “T" car 
out in the morning warm-up session because in long-wheelbase form and since this seemed 
T've got a lot of confidence in our new id I decided to stick. with it for 
Goodyears and if it was going to be a wet 

race | wanted to get the car set up properly 


away from my fourth row’ grid. position 
because of the rain. I was going to use a 
modest amount of ‘revs and start the race 
as though I was leaving the traffic lights in 
my XJ6, that is with a fair amount. of 
decorum. I let the clutch in wath about 3000 
revs on and it gripped so T shot straight 
into second and I was up between Merzari 
nd Reutemann on the third row when I 
suddenly realised I was bear meat in a 
Latin sandwich with a lot of bumping and 
banging and wheel grinding going on, 1 


Is mot one of the safest tracks 


for it, ‘The problem nthe Spanish Grand in the world, ‘During the practice sessions taneing cand, wheel grinding oink (on. f 
Bike ‘wae’ ber thet. tteppea elning’ or on Seturgay’ tbe cach foncts at the'end of ‘nought Gawd, any minute now I'l eet: lope 
that It didn't rain long enough. It would, the steaight looked like a spider's web catch-  YSuuigh ‘right on the start line so 1 hit the 
Of courte, have been sbetier Mf tt hadwt ing all those big trom fee In fe. After: Srarm 


brakes hard and drageed mys 
between the two of them an 


back from 


Fained at all, but starting the race in the  billa. smashed the fences down and wrot 


Tain. on wet-weather tyres and then having off his March, practice was stopped for fence acti" pursed by ‘evervone cle te a hurry 
conditions change with a drying track, the repairs. Almost as soon asthe session re-  Tyently Passed by svetyone cle in & Rusty, 
Whole thing turned Into a shambles. After started Patrick Depailler sailed in there in truth geital dws the straight und 1. thoushe 
about 20 laps the rush started for the pit his Tyrrell and so did Beltolse with his BRM — Daly, RINE Hows, the Auealnie aud 0 thotgit 
Tame because it was becoming almost Impos- Quote of the weekend came from BRM team  uayPe the bumping together ot the start 
sible to drive in the conditions manager Tim Parnell after Migault had come — Ping’ "to neitie. down, on the road. at 
‘We had arranged that we would signal back to the pits after crashing his BRM at Fant settle down fn abe rete ote 
for permission from our pit when we wanted the top of the hill. A post had smashed him ty be sure han sorry #01 made a. stop to 
to change tyres but every time I went past on the head and broken his helmet a oe ae ae aa eis at aimed okra i See 
Asking to come in, I kept getting the signal had skin off his nose nd I've & See kanion af tronice pale oats wae 
to stay out. Eventually I was running slower bloody headache,” said Big Tim because BRM — <ommbination of running amaller-diameter wel 


lap times in the dry than T had been in the we 
wet-and it wasn't until after the race that T 
T discovered the delaying tactics were be- angi 


in fairly bad shape just then! 
Jarama tack needs a lot of wing 


nto get going quick but this means 


and shockers that had been cranked back for 
& Cadillac ride. At the time Alistair Caldwell 
Ssked if 1 wanted tu change tyres but It was 
still too wet out there for slicks. I should 
have stuck it out for another five laps or so 
before making my insurance stop; my two 
pit calls could have been combined, and 
might have been higher up the finishing list 
than sixth. Not that "I'm complaining about 
finishing sixth, After the chaos all the way 
down the pit lane I wondered whether it 
must have’ been more difficult out there 
driving or being a team manager trying to 


No, he's not writing a cheque. Jackie Stewart explains cornering lines to Jody Scheckter. 


figure out where Wis cars were placed! 
Traffic was a problem at Jarama because 
it Is one. of those tracks where someone 


else can be 2-3 8 a lap slower but you 

it get by because they have equal horse 
power for the run down the straight and. it 
Tsn't quite long enough to do a proper sling. 
shot ‘out of their slipstream. Because the 
race had been clipped to the two-hour minl- 
mum I was being given minutes to go instead of 
laps. With an hour to go I wanted it to be 
two hours because after finally getting my 
act together I wanted the performance to 
continue. Jody Scheckter was 858 out 
ahead at one stage and I'd reeled him back 
to 38 $ by the end of the race. 

It was a good win for Niki Lauda in the 
Ferrari because that team has really done 
its homework and with a reasonable ration 
of luck young Niki should be able to. win 
the Championship. That's not to say we're 
conceding it just yet because the title points 
after four races show Emerson, myself and 
Mike the Bike running 3-4-5 behind Lauda 
and Regazzoni. 

Lotus are having their troubles this season 
and I don't imagine Ronnie Peterson is the 
happiest driver in the world doing so well 
in practice but being dropped from the races 
by various niggling things. 

Lotus designer Ralph Bellamy puts it all 
in perspective. He says “Everyone keeps say- 
ing it's going to be a vintage year for Grand 
Prix racing ‘all I can say is that i 
great for wine. but it’s hell for the grapes! 
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The ultimate m 
motoring is now available 


Export and Diplomatic Enquires 
Lamborghini (Great Britain) Lt 
01-403 9036 Telex: 261219 


iA M BORGHINI Satperthecs” See oe cramun Rood 


Kidderminster, Wo jelfast BT14 7EE 
(0362) 64061 (0232) 744137 


Park Lane, London WIY 4LH 


Portman Garages Bates Motors (Belcher) Lid Lazenby Garages Hollyhouse Per 
92George Street Spital Road 929-931 Loughborough Road 101 Bradford Road 
London WI Maldon, Essex Rothley, Leics Dewsbury, Yorks 
01.935 5418 (0621) 52131 (053724) 2484 (0924) 467444 


AUTOMOTIVE LTD 


Malcolm Gartlan Racing Ltd, have changed their 
name to Alpina Automotive Ltd. This  inter- 
nationally respected racing team have been 
asked to handle the supply and installation of 
BMW Alpina Sport parts and accessories 
throughout the UK. 


The same personnel responsible for the 
preparation and maintenarice of our very success- 
ful BMW 3.0 CSL Coupe will be carrying out the 
installations and Brian Muir is available for 
recommendations and advice on Alpina 
modifications and tuning. 


... the experts 


do! 


nfident driving technique at the wi 


A full range of BMW Alpina Sport parts is 
available, ranging from @n Alpina rosewood 
gearknob to a completely modified Alpina BMW. 
of your choice. 


they were lite 
1973 


Alpina Automotive Ltd 


1 write to sole con es: JW. E. Bank 
(Dept. K14), Crowland, Peterborough, PES 


Telephone Pershore 2167 
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GORDON SMILEY 


‘The question we are asked more than any 


other is: “How does British Formula Ford or 
racing in general compare to the same in the 
States?" There are, of course, many simi 
larities and just as many differences. 

Probably ihe most common ground I have 
found is in car preparation. The many 
“works” or works supported cars do have 
some advantages in being able to draw on 
lots of past experiences of the manufac~ 
turer, but in general I think the degree and 
quality of preparation is about the same, 
From the engine builder's standpoint 1 think 
the English builders are more deeply involved 
In their customer's successes but again there's 
not much difference in the work. 

Driving quality also has lots of similarities, 
but the big difference is in the number of 
quality drivers, In the States there will be 
two or three really quick drivers in each 
section of the country to contend with at an 
individual meeting. Here, there are six-t 
eight equally quick at every meeting and 
another four-to-six waiting not far behind. 
Determination and ability. among the best 
seems to be on an equal par, but there are 
just so many of these damn English blokes! 
‘The big FF race of the year in the States 
{s our SCCA National Championship at Road 
Atlanta every fall. In my estimation, any of 
the people on the first four rows-of a BOC 
of STP round would be capable of a front 
row slot at "the run-off 


The big differences are in the meetings 


themselves. First, at a typical SCCA National 
(points are awarded at a series of “National” 
Faces throughout the country during the year 
on the same basis as BOC points. The coun- 
ry is then divided into seven geographical 
divisions” for the competitors to earn their 
points in. At the end of the season points are 
{allied for competitors in each class, in each 
division and the top three from each ‘class are 
invited” to. the national championship 
“ run-off"), racers have travelled anywhere 
from 200-1000 miles to get to the one meet- 
ing they will attend on that weekend. Satur 
day begins with scrutineering followed by a 
30 minute to one hour “practice” session. 
Saturday afternoon finds either another prac 
ice period or a short race (usually half the 
time or distance of the Sunday race). Sunday 
begins with a " qualifying” session again of 
30-60 minutes, to determine starting positions 
for the points race. The race then is a 
minimum of 30 minutes’ duration and usually 
are about that length. Very seldom do the 
Fords have their own race and a “good” FF 
entry would be 30 cars, the maximum I have 
ever seen at an SCCA event being 67. Usually 
they are grouped with the other Formula 
category cars and most of the time the 
faster Fords finish well up amongst the 
faster” cars. Since there are seldom two 
succeeding race weekends within a division, 
racers are faced with the prospect of a 1000- 
2000-mile tow to find a meeting or waiting 
for the next event within the division. Most 
choose the latter and a good month will find 
a racer at two events. An extremely high 
budgeted racer, by almost continuous travel- 
Ting, can get to 1820 meetings a year, if he is 
very well organised! This, I feel, is the 
major reason for the virtual lack of inter. 
national calibre driving talent to come out of 
the States. I have, at this point in the 
year, done eight meetings, while very few 
‘American drivers have by now done more 
than one. 


Next, the actual conduct of the meetings 
are completely different. There is never pre- 
race publicity as to what drivers and cal 

will be at an upcoming meeting such as 
done weekly here. Although the events are 
designed to attract spect there are no 
professional promoters involved in the events 


and as such gates suffer. The events are run 
solely by the various local regions of the 
SCCA which provide everything from "Chief 
Steward (Clerk of the Course) to ticket col- 
lectors. Naturally, using all volunteer help 
that gets to a maximum of two or three 
meetings a year, leaves a lot to be desired 
in efficient operations and profit. making. 
Again due to the lack of professionalism, the 
commentators are different at each meeting 
and are always just members of the various 
regions having a go at commentating. The 
professional English commentators are one 
of the highlights of each meeting to me and 
you can't appreciate how good. they. really 
are until you go to a meeting with an 
“amateur” doing the job. An area of much 
similarity, however, are the marshals or 
corner crews” as’we call them. They are 
fantastic both places. I have never been able 
to fully understand what possesses a man 
of supposedly normal intelligence to. stand 
out in freezing weather with the rain pelting 
down, watching some idiots out abusing their 
nice racing cars in the same conditions and 
actually working to make the drivers’ jobs 
easier and safer! The standard of marshal- 
ling is' very much the same although the 
States make much more use of lights and 
remote flag stations to replace human flaggers, 
The passing flag is used more frequently 
over here and with a much higher degree of 
intelligence. This again comes from more 
frequent participation by all those involved 


Of course, the really big difference Is that 
SCCA events, unless part of a series (CanAm, 
F5000, etc), are strictly for trophies and 
points. There Is no prize money for Bnishing. 
Position, even at the championship run-offs, 
This accounts, to some degree, for the fewer 
number of really good teams at each meeting 
and the lack of depth in the quality of com- 
petition. 


These are just a few of the comparisons 
that can be drawn between the two forms of 
racing. I am finding the English competitors 
to be a very friendly and helpful group of 
racers and indeed most worthy competitors | 
Although, 1 haven't met many of the people 
outside the FF category 1 would certainly lke 
to at future meetings. Why don't you stop 
by the Merlyn van and let's get acquainted ? 


Battling for the lead at Oulton Park last Sunday, Smiley presses Mike Young's Van Diemen before an incident at Old Hall put Smiley out. 
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date have been scrubbed. 

The Motorcraft Mexicos came next for 10 
laps and this too was fairly fraught. Colin 
Vandervell took the early lead from Mexico 
debutant Geoff Evans in the ex-Allan Wilkin- 
son ear from Neil McGrath but McGrath spun 
at Clearways mildly involving Da Costa which 
dropped him to the back of the field, but the 
real drama came on the next lap when John 
Waterman and Evans, second and third at this 
point, went rolling up the hill to Druids scat- 
tering petrol and glass over the track but 


Hensley of the Uriah Heep pop group circulates in fourth place in the Formula 1 of 
Carnaby Street sponsored Pop Stars versus DJ's event. Following are Dave Simmons, Robin 
Box (White Plains) and Dave Lee Travi 


BRANDS HATCH 


Celebrities pack them in 


Hamish MacLeod rotates with Barry Aitkenhead's V 
someone else's three car accident at the bottom of Pai 
during their second place dice, won by th 


latter. 


By BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Nearly 20,000 people turned up at Brands 
Hateh last Sunday when the BRSCC orga 
meetings to be 
it cireult this year. The celebri- 
were Radio 1 disco jockeys 
and stars from various pop groups, and very 
few of that staggering number of 'spectats 
can have 
was excellent, the DJs put on a very good 
show and the weather stayed dry until the 
Radio One Gallon of Fun event which ended 
the nd the rain that ensued made even 
this possibly tedious affair one of the most 
Amusing of the day. Noel Edmonds led home 
the DJ team to beat the Top of the Pops in 
the match race in ShellSport Mexicos, 
although Rosko nearly dented his reputation 
1d definitely did that to the car in his 
rts to lead the race. Star race of the day 
undoubtedly the Renault § race which 
really exciting, Hugo Shipley winning 
this time, which makes four different drivers 
to win each of the four rounds. There were 
incidents galore though fortunately no one 
was hurt. “Around £7,000 was raised through 
the ate for the two charites chosen to bene: 
jamson Fund 


thanks for the day being such a success are 
undoubtedly due to MCD, Formula One of 
Carnaby Street, who again clothed the Dis, 
the BBC, BRSCC, the DJs themselves, and 
commentator Norman Greenway who’ kept 
everyone well Informed with a superb com- 
mentary. 

Drag enthusiast Dave Lee Travis finds 
transport back to his trackside" studio" 


ere > 


Pictures by GERRY STREAM 


Two heats of Formula Fords came first, both 
over seven laps to qualify for the Townsend 
Thoresen final. Frank Blanchard (Hawke- 
Scholar DL11) made a demon start from the 

(4. the first heat 

Outspan-spon: 
sored Crosslé-Minister ‘and Rupert 
Keegan's British Air Ferries Hawke-Titan 
DLII while Jorge Koechlin departed into the 
Armco and retirement. By the end of the lap, 
‘Arif was challenging Blanchard and three laps 
Inter took him into Paddock, never again to be 
headed. Behind him, Blanchard was slowly 
caught by Canadian Danny Burritt (Titan: 
Bright Mk 6) and Rob Wicken's Merlyn, while 
Keegan went off at Clearways. Lap five and 
Wicken was past Blanchard, and Burritt went 
the same way a lap later, Blanchard finishing 
fourth from Frank Bradiey’s Elden, 

‘The second heat was a fine dice with Mi 
Biancret's Lotus-Ansell 61 leading initi 
closely followed by Roy Klomfass' Hawke- 
Scholar DLI1 and Lou de Marco's Merlyn 
Rowland Mk 20A. Kiomfass was soon in front 
where he stayed, with de Marco challenging 
although Klomfass got away towards the end 
Blanchet held third throughout and fourth was 
David Macpherson, once Phil Dowsett had 
gone off rather dramatically at Bruids on tap 
The final was typical Formula Ford racing 
with four cars contesting the lead: Klomfass. 
Arif, Wicken and de Marco. Klomfass led 
initially from Arif, Wicken and de Marco and 
a three car prang involving Hamish McLeod, 


William Durlacher and Tony Haines at the 
bottom of Paddock helped to bunch them all 
up. By lap three, Wicken had darted past both 
Klomfass and de Marco to lead and while 
they momentarily dropped de Marco on the 
ext lap, Arif nipped into a tenuous lead from 
Wicken and Klomfass and that's how they 


Wicken’ up to the line where Wicken was to 
pip him by a coat of paint. However, Wicken 
Was excluded from the results following an 
engine strip for an oversize inlet manifold. 
Behind these four, Blanchard, Frank Bradley, 
MacPherson and Blanchet battled out fifth 
with Macpherson and Bradley pulling away, 
only for the latter to spin on the last lap and 
Grop to ninth. Behind Macpherson, therefore, 
came Blanchard and Blanchet, fifth and sixth. 
Klomfass now has a large lead in the cham- 
pionship as Wicken's points scored so far to 
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being amazingly unhurt. Vandervell continued 
at fairly unabated speed, while Mike Freeman 
‘suddenly found himself second from Da Costa, 
Derek Speight (who had a 10 s penalty) and 
Nick Weir. The rest of the field obviously 
felt the race should be stopped with debris 
on the track and slowly crawled back to pits, 
but there was no red flag. and while Freeman 
too slowed considerably, Vandervell continued 
on his winning way, The marshals did a fine 
job and the track was virtually cleared, but 
no one was now going to catch Vandervell, 


Diemen during heat one. MacLeod was later involved in 
, Below, Bob Fox, contre, leads Terry Harmer, right, 
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s0 Da Costa disposed of Freeman for second 
and Nick Weir motored round to a lonely 
fourth. Consequently, Vandervell takes the 
championship lead from McGrath,-one of the 
“ slowers," but nowhere in the hunt anyway 
after his ‘first lap spin. The first four engines 
were sealed, properly this time, for 
Fescrutineering. 

The Simoniz special saloons, classes up to 
851 ce and 1001 ce to 1300 cc provided Rob 
Mason in the Whitegates Vickers Mini with 
a runaway victory over 10 laps, the real 
ction being between Terry Harmer and Bob 
Fox, both in Minis. These battled out second 
place until the penultimate lap, when Harmer 
had at last passed Fox, only for the latter 
to blow up. Third was therefore the property 
of David Foster's Mini. The small class was 
always Neil Dineen's in the Longman-prepared 
‘Mini, and he is now equal second in the cham- 
plonship with Gerry Marshall on 33 points, 
three behind Jeff Ward, whose race came later. 

Race five was the fantastic Renaults. 
Although Hugo Shipley took off to a good 
lead, t"e first lap very quickly and firmly saw 
the establishment of Chris Bruce in the lead, 
with Shipley down in fourth behind Stuart 
McCrudden, Neil McGrath and in front of 
David Hedges and Billingshurst driver Bob 
Taylor. McCrudden and) McGrath, Mexico 
dicers past and present, seemed to isolate 
themselves fractionally from the others behind 
Bruce, closing right up on one another's 
bumpers, and a certain amount of pushing 
and shoving was going on all the way down 
the field. McCrudden departed the scene in 
second with a near spin at Druids losing 
places, but this seemed to bunch up the first 
five, to the extent that someone managed 
to touch the leader's rear door button which 
promptly flew open upwards forming a (legal?) 
rear wing. Shipley was his chief adversary 
from McGrath, Taylor and MeCradden, with 
Alan Hebb and Maggie Anderson, from an 
initial ninth place, being the next two in 
line in the long train. So they still fought, 
with McGrath lead'ng the penultimate lao from. 
Shipley and Bruce, but at the end, Shipley 
had got himself into a 02 s lead from 
MeCrudden, with McGrath the same distance 
away. Maggie Anderson was 0.4 s ahead of 
Bruce and Taylor who were on the same time 
with Hedges 0.2 s down on them, the first 
eight being covered by 8 s, which is similar 
to Formula Fords by Brands Hatch standards, 
and very good entertainment. 

Phew! So to the DJs and Pop stars who 
were seeded with Noel Edmonds in one, Cosy 
Powell (two). Rosko (three) and Dulon ‘driver 
and Uriah Heep drummer Ken Hensley in 
four. Edmonds took off first followed by Rosko 
with Powell and DJ Dave Simmons battling 
out third. Hensley was catching there two 
when he stopped with no oll pressure while 
Rosko was really moving but finally spun at 
Clearways, not before having clouted the lead- 
ing Mexico in his efforts. Rosko recovered 
well to continue in fourts, while Simmons 
was now up to second followed by Powell, 
who dropped a place to the recovered Rosko 
by the end. Fifth was White Plains member 
Robin Box who had a steady drive, while 
Dave Lee Travis was charging hard towards 
the end, accusing Tony Blackburn of baulking 
him, and fortunately remembering that he 
wasn’t on the drag strip. Wombles helped 
out at the prize giving, and the DJs and pop 
‘stars had a really rousing reception when they 
did their lap of honour together on the back 
of a Transit. 

Final actual race of the day was for 
the other saloons in the Simoniz series with 
a potential return of the Marshall/Whiting 
contest. Gerry had had trouble with new 
tyres in practice and didn't rate the engine 
much either, but took off into the lead closely 
followed by’ Nick Whiting’s Yellow Peril. The 
two were glued together for seven laps until 
the DTV Firenza started to draw away and 
then Whiting dived for the pits on lap seven, 
to reappear seconds later only to retire next 
lap. He thought from the handling that he 
had a puncture, but it was the tyres going 
off, and he retired when the stop made no 
Gifference. So Gerry cruised home to win, 
only to have a puncture himself on the last 


didn't do Tony Blackburn any good ! 


lap but still win. Colin Hawker brought his 
beautiful DFV-engined Capri up from seventh 
fon the first lap to finish second with Tony 
Sugden's 1.8 Escort next up. Jeff Ward took 
his Greetham Imp into an excellent fourth 
‘and first in the sm ‘and championship 
lead, beating the 

Homewood and Ray 
honours. 

Final event of the day was the Radio One 
Gallon of Fun, a fuel economy exercise, with 
each ShellSport Mexico running on a gallon 
of fuel round the circuit and seeing how far 
they could get. To keep them up {0 a reason- 
able speed, Gill Fortescue-Thomas chaved them 
round in a police liveried Ford Granada navi- 
guessed by Tony Mason in case she lost her 
way. It could have lasted for twenty five or 
30 laps, which at around 55 mph meant that 
‘we all had to wait for rather a long time, but 
to brighten: things up a little, down cams 
the rain in buckets, and off went the Dis. 
Suffice it to say that no one actually got 
round to running out of petrol because they. 
all either spun or ellminated themselves by 
going too slowly until there was only Cosy 
Powell left. Noel Edmonds needs a special 
mention here, for he spun no 
times. Had he been taught bad hat 


he just having practice 
ing It again? If the latter, he was getting 
quite good at it by the end. Radio 1 news 
man Chris Grant and Dave Lee Travis kept 
up a lively commentary and it was a 


thoroughly amusing finale to an amusing day. 
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Road test 


The Alfetta is a delight to handle. 


Alfetta: A full sized saloon 
for high speeds in comfort 


Apart from the front-drive Alfasud, which is 
in mo way comparable, the Alfa Romeo range 
of cars has followed much the same specifica. 
tion for many years. Various sizes of the well 
known lightalloy twin-cam engine have pro- 
pelled either a farily high saloon or a much 
lower and sleeker sports coupé. A superb 5- 
speed gearbox and an old-fashioned live rear- 
axle have always been featured, too. 

The Alfetta follows tradition in having the 
latest development of the 4-cylinder 5-bearing 
engine, with two twin-choke Weber carburet 

‘exhaust manifold, which 
develops 122 bhp from 1779 ce. The 
body is ly high saloon (at the time 
of writing, our lips are sealed about the coupé), 
but its shape is the result of wind-tunnel re- 
search. Beneath the skin, however, the chas- 
sis design is entirely and excitingly sew. 

‘The front suspension is by wishbones and 
longitudinal torsion bars, the usual Burman 
box having been replaced by a rack and pinion 
steering gear. At the rear, the live-axle has 


fat last been slung overboard, in favour of a 
de Dion axle on progressive-rate coll springs. 
An entirely new 5-speed gearbox is combined 
with the final drive, this being a 2-shaft all 
indirect design instead of the previous direct. 
on-fourth conception. It carries the inboard 
dise brakes on either side of the differential 
‘and the clutch is in the nose of the box, driven, 
by_an open propshaft from the engine, 

‘The Alfetta is quite a big, roomy car, with 
four doors to give easy access to the com- 
foreable, cloth-upholstered seats. One aits quite 
high and the deep windows and screen give 
an excellent all-round view, while the steering. 
column is adjustable for rake. The interior 
treatment is attractive, with proper round in: 
strument dials. The car at first gives the im- 
pression of being a respectable family saloon, 
50 I was quite unprepared for ite outstanding 
performance. 

‘As the data panel shows, the acceleration 
figures are most impressive. The rearward 
mounting of the gearbox puts plenty of weight 


by John Bolster 


on the back wheels, the traction being notice- 
ably better than that of previous Alfas, On 
very sharp comers, the inside wheel still 
tends to spin, but this does not occur at higher 
speeds. The engine has a fat torque curve, 30 
there is no need to use full revs in ordin« 
ary driving, the Alfetta still feeling lively and 
responsive when driven on the higher gears 
to conserve petrol, 

In spite of dts impressive performance, the 
engine is not at all heavy on fuel, However, 
Its behaviour is unmistakably that of a lusty 
four-cylinder unit. Some vibration can be felt 
when it is working hard and this can cause 
appreciable booming of the body panels. The 
Rearbox is also more audible than the previous 
Alfa boxes, presumably due to its change of 
Position and its divorce from the main engine 
mass. It is not noisy, but its hum can cer- 
tainly be heard, 

‘The gear ratios have been chosen so that all 
five gears dovetail in together to produce the 
best possible acceleration, Fifth Is thus not 
merely a cruising gear but permits the engine 
to reach its power peak, which corresponds 
almost exactly with the impressive 113 mph 
maximum, The gearchange is up to the high 
standards of this make and the gearlever 
positions are unaltered. 

The car is a delight to handle, understeering 
initially but hanging out its tail when really 
provoked. I frequently enjoyed performing the 
vintage trick of allowing the strong. self- 
centering of the steering to execute skid cor- 
rections. To do this, one throws the car into a 
corner on full throttle, causing the rear wheels 
to slide outwards, the accelerator pedal re- 
maining on the floor. At the right moment, the 
wheel is allowed co spin through the fingers, 
the skid dies out, and the car catapults itself 
down the next straight without further correc- 
tion from the driver. 

‘The test car was fitted with Firestone Caval- 
tino tyres, on which it does not handle at all 
well on wet roads. However, I have driven 
in Alfetta on another type of tyre, which be- 
haved much better on slippery surfaces. It 
seems surprising that Alfa Romeo should send 
out a car on tyres which do not suit it If the 
roads are wet. 

Very powerful brakes, which give no sus- 
picion of fading under the hardest driving, are 
& great source of confidence. The servo is al- 
most too sensitive and might be reduced in 
potency with advantage, though its light pedal 


AUTOSPORT. MAY 9, 1974 


Road test 


bbe learnt by the driver. 
‘The heating and ventilation are very effec 


tive Indeed. Its curious how few engineers 
realise that a man needs to breathe plenty of 
cool air while driving, but that his efficiency 
will suffer if his toes are frozen. The Alfetta 
has an easily controlled heating system, which 
is independent of the fresh air inlets for 
breathing. It. seems absurd, but a system 
of heating and ventilation that really works is 
still quite rare. 

If this Alfa Romeo is very much a driver's 
car, careful thought has also been given tc 
the comfort of the passengers. All the seats 

shaped and the cloth upholstery 
keeps the occupants from sliding about, The 
Fide feels quite firm, but the springs are a 
little softer than those of other Alfas. Even 
over severe bumps, the new torsion bar sus 
pension does not hit the bump-stops, the de 
Dion rear end also having ample travel. Anti 
roll bars at both ends the passengers 
from being thrown around during fast corner: 
ing, while the rack and pinion steering gives 
plenty of feel and is light enough to make 
parking easy. 

‘The same Alfetta was originally 
those 158/159 single-seaters, which were ¥ 

ble in the supercharged 14-Ii 
nd Fangio owed their world 
lupremacy of these cars 


to the firm's new touring car, The Alfetta has 
taken a long time to get into full production, 
for the usual reasons, but it should improve 
manufactures on the British 

ed saloon that gives a lot 

moderate consumption of 


AUTOSPORT. MAY 9. 1974 


satment is attractive, with proper round instrument dials, Below: Alfetta 
ly but will hang its tail out when provoked. 


JACK HUMPHRIES & CO. LTD. 
FOR BZeGPomeco- \N WORCESTERSHIRE 


MILLBANK GARAGE, 
MILL STREET, 
KIDDERMINSTER 
TEL.: KIDDERMINSTER (0562) 3708 


IN EAST SCOTLAND, WHEN YoU THI <2if6z GPomreeo- 
WINK oF GFeahoend Ganrrengpe Eiltabetghlioot 


THE OLDEST ESTABLISHED 


100% LHL Romeo 


a ® 


ALWAYS A VERY LARGE SELECTION OF USED AND NEW ALFA 
ROMEOS IN STOCK 


22 Canning Street. 
Edinburgh 3 
Tel, 031-229 8567 


LEICESTERSHIRE 
ROGER CLARK (CARS) LTD. 


COVENTRY ROAD 
NARBOROUGH 


for your test drive 
Tel: Narborough 3212 
EXCELLENT SERVICE AT ALL TIMES 


in YORKSHIRE 
ALWYN KERSHAW 


LEEMAN ROAD 
YORK 
Come and test drive the 
Alfasud now ! 
Tel : 0904 22772 


SALES — SERVICE fe 


OTHER ALFA ROMEO’S IN STOCK > 


H.P.J. GARAGES LTD. 


ODDINGTON SERVICE STATION, 


ODDINGTON, 
STOW ON THE WOLD 


‘For Alfetta and Alfa Sud’ 


2000 GTV. Exceptional car. Sunshine roof, Autovox 


stereo, white. Mileage 2,500. Price £2,795. 2 
TEL: STOW ON THE WOLD (0451) 30132 \ | 3 


ws FOR MIDDLESEX 


TOOMBS of Staines LTD 


THE ALFA PEOPLE 
LALEHAM ROAD, STAINES 
Contact: Bob Hankinson at Staines 51927 


SALES @ SERVICE © SPARES fig 


+e FOR Ze Romeo IN pe 
NORTH BIRMINGHAM 


HAWTHORN GARAGE (STREETLY) LTD. 


CHESTER ROAD NORTH, 
STREETLY, 
SUTTON COLDFIELD, 
WARWICKSHIRE 


Choice of colours and immediate delivery on 
most models. 


Rid Gio Romer 
ARIES GARAGE 


WOODBRIDGE ROAD, 
RUSHMERE, IPSWICH 
TEL : KESGRAVE 2937 
(a Co-operative Garage) 
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Autosport’s Guide to Sports Cars 


A directory of cars currently available as new or 
on the secondhand market 


Each year, spring and Avrosrorr, help to turn 
@ young man on to sports cars. The sunny 
days encourage him to take the top off his 
car (if that can be done) and he rides around 
in the fresh air, finding that sunny days can 
‘also be damn ‘cold. Such convertibles and 
those cars that come under the label of 
“sports,” are very often extraordinarily un. 
‘economical and the recent enormous price in- 
creases in petrol could well have blown the 
top or bottom off the sports car market. But 
as with such other variables as the Stock Ex- 
change, the market has come bouncing back, 
land despite the price of five star being around 
the 55p mark, sports cars continue (0 sell 
well. 

‘Since our sports car issue last year, one 
of the old favourite sports cars has departed 


vertible man will admit that yet another nail 
has been driven into the coffin of the con- 
vertible with Lotus’ unwillingness to make 
another. Couple that with the demise of 
Clan, and it seems that the sports car is 
‘on that way out. But surprisingly, it seems 
that there are still legions of companies only 
too eager to start up in the sports car busi- 
ness, Names like Mumford, Scorpion, Dutton 
and Centaur may mean nothing or at most, 
very little to the layman, but they all produced 
new cars during the past year, and we know 
of at least one other company who wish to 
enter the sports car market. Fortunately, as 
Clan, Davrian and Ginetta have all found out, 
there’s a very economical engine with which 
to play, the Hillman Imp 875 cc or I-litre 
and in these troubled times, there's nothing 


‘economy, even if the performance is not shat- 
tering. 

‘Whatever one thinks of the sports car 
market, there's still no denying that there 
are around 90 different models either in pro- 
duction or at least fairly regularly available 
fon the secondhand market which offer a soft 
top and/or two seats. Not all of them are 
exceptionally quick, and not all of them are 
‘exceptionally cheap, but below we have 
attempted to give a run down on the 
various models, prices (both new and second- 
hand) and what they offer in terms of 
facilities, mph, etc. Despite the list below, 
there are still’ some very obscure firms that 
still offer sports cars, and it is really quite 
difficult to ascertain who is In regular produc- 
tion and who Is not, hence if your ABC 


the scene, the Lotu 


Elan. The gloomy con- 


like @ sports car that can be coupled with 


THX/4 Is not listed below, we apologise, 


ct a 


AC 3000 
Mid engined 2 seater 
by Ford 3 litre engine. Not 
available in convertible form. 
Should be available later this 
year, price not currently known, 
Max’ speed: 125 mph. 


powered 


‘AC Cobra 
Front engined two seater, dis- 
continued In 1969. Powered by 
Ford 4.7 and 7 litre engines. Con- 
vertible, “An appreciating asset, 
prices vary from £2900 to £7000 
Uepending on model and. condi. 
tion, Max speed: N/A. 


by front positioned 2 litre. Price 
new: £2949, Max speed: 121 mph. 


ed two seater hard 
top powered by 26 litre V8. 
Available in left hand drive form 
only. Price new: £4999. Second- 
hand from £3600 upwards. Max 
speed: 137 mph. 
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Aston Martin VB 
Two/four seater hard top 
powered by V8 5.3 litre, front 


positioned engine. New ' price 
£9593. Secondhand : from €3000. 
‘Max speed: 160 mph. 


Aston Martin Volante 


Front engined convertible 
powered by 4.0 litre, Built from 
1966 to 1970. Secondhand 
prices: £1100 to ©4200. Max 


speed: N/A. 


‘Austin-Healey 3000 
Front engined convertible _ or 
fixed head two seater, dis. 
continued in 1968. ‘Secondhand 
prices vary from £700 to £1800. 
Max speed: N/A. 


Bry 


Caterham Cars Seven 
1300 GT and Big Valve Twin 
Cam. Formerly the Lotus Seven, 
Caterham Cars now manufacture 
this front engined two seater 
with either Ford 1300 engine or 
16 Big Valve twin cam. Conver- 
tibles, the 1300 GT costs €1195 


with ‘max speed: 100 mph; the 
Big Valve costs £1880, ‘max 
speed: 112, mph. Secondhand 


Prices for Series 4, first intro- 
duced 1971, from £700. 


Chevrolet Corvette 
Front engined "two 
powered by 7.5 litre V8. Con- 
Vertible or bard top. Price 
£4945. Max speed: 145 mph. 


Clan Crusader 
Imp engined mounted in rear of 
875 cc. First produced 1971 and 


discontinued this year. 
hand. prices from’ £1100, 
speed: N/A. 


Second 
Max 


Datsun 240Z, 2602 

Front engined fixed head coupé 
of 2.4 and 26 litres respectively, 
the latter succeeding the former 
this year, Two seater, the 260Z 
costs £2896 and secondhand 
prices range from £1125 for the 
2402. Max speed: 127 mph. 


Rear engined 1.0 or 875 cc Imp 
engined fixed head, or 1.3 Mini 
‘engined mounted in mid position. 
Prices: N/A. Max speed: N/A. 


De Tomaso Mangusta 
Mid. engined two seater which 
was replaced by the Pantera, 


De Tomaso Pantera and GTS 
Mid’ engined two. seater fixed 
head of 5.7 litres capacity. The 
GTS is of a higher stage of tune 
and has max speed of 170 mph, 
costing ©8175 new. The Pantera 
costs £7341 with max of 160 
mph. Secondhand 

from ©4200. 


oa 


prices. vary 


Dutton B 
Ford 1,6 litre engined powered 
two seater convertible with front 
mounted engine. Prices: N/A. : 
Max speed : N/A. 


Dutton Malaga 
As above but powered by Ford 
3 litre. 


“a 


Deltas naa nentresee ® one 


Rallye Sport Centre 


CLARKE & SIMPSON LTD. Poa TE niet Very wel mainenies in 


London's Leading Rallye Sport Centre nERSUINIES OTE, eee Toe TR ERE por MORNE Ago Me 


MEXICO, RS 2000, CAPRI RS 3100 for 
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
Escort RS 1600 (March, 1973) 2974 (ate spe) LOTUS KUNOPA SPECIAL: 075 
lack trim. Aluminium’ engine, he E 
dow. 10,000 miles. 1 owner. In exceptional 
‘condition. Never used in competition ; 
Escort Mexico (1973 model), Monza black 
interior. Rally suspension, ‘steel wh 
Minilite ‘wheels, ‘sumpguard, full rally lighting: 
cloth bucket 1A oll-over tall 


Porsche 9118 (1971 model regi 
Group 4 Rally Car. A 
formerly driven by Bjorn 7 J “ ola vim tad, Tove gia, 


due to previous purchaser 
Full specification on request WE WAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF mon noAosTens, soe GTs, MO Vin, 


EDIRFeSnUickER OBL VER 
49 SLOANE SQUARE, LONDON, SW1 
01-730 0436 


1968 BENTLEY. 
Correntiy. being 


magnificent vehicle 


1272 RANGE ROVER. Finished Jn. «ole 
1070 JAGUAR E-TYPE 42 ROADSTER 
hack interior Geust guerentes tor 
}972 JAGUAR E-TYPE V12 ROADSTER. Beauly ie Shtered” for AMT, UMIVEREITY, MOTORS, SPECIAL (Mog 
2 pecially finshed 
abs Whoels and radio and in supere condition £1578, 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD LTD. 


856 FINCHLEY ROAD, LONDON NW11 
01-458 4204 
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You can do it in an MG. 


Your first sports car, rather like your first affair, 
is rarely, if ever, forgotten. 
Alan Coren recalls his first MG. 


THE FIRST car I ever owned was an MG PA Midget, five years 
my senior; which no doubt entitled it to the mastery over me it 
always showed. Its sturdy little doors were bound to its sturdy 
little body with piano wire (since what it conspicuously lacked 
were sturdy little hinges), and when you hit the brakes, the 
speedometer fell in your lap. In wet weather, it was fitted with 
a passenger, this being the only method of holding the roof on, 
and the combined roar of engine, exhaust, tappets, rear-axle 
Whine and wind was a feature that has left me with a permanent 
shout: even today, gliding along on the silken purr of some 
modern seven-bearing crankshaft, I have difficulty in talking 
below a shriek 

Now, some of you may feel that, as far as sales pitches go, 
they have come across more seductive examples. You are, with 
respect, wrong: when I bought the above item in 1959, it was 
twenty-five years old, had passed through almost as many hands, 
had been caned across some two hundred thousand miles of 
rough road, yet it remained not only an object of joy and love, 
but would aiso have gone up the North Face of the Eiger in 
third, if one had managed to get a decent run at it 

It cost twelve quid; and even granted that inflation has 
accelerated at a rate that would leave any sports car at the post, 
that was still not exactly a king's ransom in 1959. And yet, in 
terms of the mystique it conferred and the delight it afforded, 
its true value was incalculable 

Even stationary, the Midget did all I ever asked of it, viz. 
snatch girls’ eyes from less worthy occupations and draw their 
attention to an object which might otherwise have passed as 
unnoticed as any other pimply duffle. After which, it was then 
up to me to capitalise upon it; and it is fair to say that to MG 
must go the credit for much of my character-development, 
required as I was to live up to the image of a dashing adventurer, 
a heroic hedonist, a bit of a dog, yet a mature and capable man 
withal, a bloke with the enviable gift of twitching something 
volatile out of the wet on a dodgy corner 

That is one of the great strengths of the sports car; it can be 
all things to all men, conferring maturity on youth, and youth 
on middle-age ~ I now recognise that there is no better re- 
juvenator for both the ego and the image than something low, 
snorty and mutli-carburetted. It is far less painful than having 
your follicles transplanted, and far less ridiculous than forcing 
your welling gut into a pair of flared hipsters. 

Alll of this ego-boosting may well apply to women, too: Lam 
constantly being told that girls are unconcerned with the 
panache bestowed by this motor car or that, but having seen a 
number of them hacking a roaring piece of pastel-painted metal 
away from the lights, giant sunglasses shoved with careful 
abandon into their coiffes and the dainty left hand twinkling over 
the gearstick for all the world like something attached to a 
busty Fittipaldi, I beg leave to entertain my doubts. 

T thought long about the wisdom of saying what I finally 
decided to say next; I have spent large chunks of my writing 
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MGB 41,567.04 including car tax, VAT and extras pack (seat belts, number 
plates and delivery extra). 


life in attacking advertisements of one kind or another, usually 
on the basis of their nonsensical claims or the preposterous life- 
style they promote, and nothing sets my molars grinding more 
than a palpable lie tarted up to pass for the truth. I naturally 
worried, therefore, whether I ought to bring this chat about 
sports cars in general down to the specific object of this adverti 
ment by saying that the name MG is virtually synonymous with 
the words sports car. 

What persuaded me to say that it was is the fact that it is 
true, and there is no denying it is true, and it is as good a way 
as any of moving from the general to the particular, since 
everything I have said about sports cars applies emphatically to 
the MG. It is anevocative anda haunting name, girt withromance 
and nostalgia, calling up another era. In a modern MG, one 
not only slips into the role of present hero, one picks up the 
accumulated heroics of all the blokes who ever sat behind that 
thrilling wheel-boss and its poetic enamelling. 

In short, it is nice to think that there are still MGs around 
to drive. 


Ferrari Dino 246 GT and Spyder 
Mid engined two seater available 
with Targa top or fixed head. V6 
2.4 litre engine delivers top speed 


of 150 mph. Price: £6245 fixed 
head; €6620 with Targa. First 
introduced 1970, secondhand 


prices from €2350. 


Ferrari 365 GTB4 Daytona 
Front engined fixed head two 
seater with V12 4.4 litre engine. 
Price £10,997. Max speed: 180 
mph. Secondhand prices from 
1969; €4500 upwards, 


Forrari Gerlinotta Boxer 
Mid engined two seater powered 
by flat’ 12 of 4.4 litres. Costs 
£15,492 with top speed of 200 
mph. 


Ferrari 275 GTB 
Front engined 3.3 litre V12 first 
made in 1967. A fixed head two 
seater, secondhand prices range 
from £2600 to discontinuation in 
1969, top price for such a model 
being £4000. 


iat X1/9 
Mid engined two seater with 
Targa top powered by 1.3 litre 
engine. Left hand drive from 
manufacturers, max speed: 102 
mph, Price : £2250, 


a8 


Ginetta G15 
875 cc or 1.0 litre rear engined 
Imp-powered two seater fixed 
head coupé. Max speed : 100 for 
875 ce, 105 mph for 1.0. Price 
for 1.0: £1545, for 875 ce: €1395. 
Secondhand GIs range from 


£450 for 1969 cars to £1130 for 
the 10 in 1973. 


Ginetta G21 
Front engined two. seater with 
either 1800 cc Holbay engine or 
3 litre Ford. Fixed head, the 
1800 cc maximum speed is 109 
mph in standard form, and costs 
£2195. ‘The Ford engined model 
does 130 mph, and costs £2650, 


Jaguar & 
Front engined two seater, either 
fixed head or convertible with 
max speed of 145 mph. Powered 
by 53 litre VI2, costs £3812 
First introduced as 3.8 litres in 
1961, then became 4.2. now 5.3, 
secondhand prices range from 
£540 for the 4.2 and €2000 for 


Jensen-Healey 


Front engined” two litre con: 
vertible, costs £2190. Max speed: 
125 mph and secondhand prices 
range from £1200 for 1972 model 


Lamborghini Countach 
Mid engined VI2 of four litres 
costing £16,314 with top speed 
‘of 190 mph. 


Lamborghini Miura 


Mid engined two seater first 
made in 1969 with 40 litre 
‘engine. Secondhand prices range 


from £3000 to £8400. 


Lancia Fulvia 
Fixed head coupé with front 
engine of 1.3 litres. Two seater 
costing £1979 with max speed 
106 mph. Secondhand prices 
from 1967 models: £470. 


Lotus Europa 
Mid engined fixed head with 1.6 
Big Valve engine and two seats. 
Costs £2740 and £2023 with fi 


speed box. Max speed: 12! 
mph. Secondhand price vari 
from £650 for 1969 model 
£2280, 


Lotus Elan + 2S 
Front engined fixed head with 1.6 
Big Valve engine and two plus 


two seats, Costs €3210 and 
£3390 with five speed box. Top 
speed: 122 mph. Secondhand 


Prices vary from €500 for 1969 
model to £2510. 


Lotus Elan 


Front engined” convertible or 
fixed head coupé discontinued in 
1973 after seven years. Prices 
range from £440 to £2000. 1.6 
engine used. 


Maserati Bora 
Mid engined fixed head with 4.7 
litre “V8 engine producing top 
speed of 174 mph and costing 
£11,685. Secondhand prices start 
at £6800. 


‘Maserati Merak 


Mid engined two. seater fixed 
head costing £7966, with 3.0 V8 
engine producing max speed 
149 mph 


Maserati Ghibli 
First produced 1968, fixed head 
coupé” with 4.7. VB engine. 
Prices range from £3000 to €7800 
for @ 1972 model 


Mercedes 450SL 

Convertible or fixed head with 

4.5 V8 engine costing £8598 with 
speed of 135. mph. 

L, the 2 
the 280SL, the 350SL, all sim! 
larly front engined ‘and con- 

rtible or fixed head and prices 
now vary from £1280 for 1966 
230SL to €5750 for 1972 35081 


rs 


oN 


* 


MG Midget 
Front engined convertible with 
1.3 litre engine first produced in 
1966 and preceded by 1.1 litre 
version. Top speed of 98 mph 
and costs £1084. Secondhand 
prices rise from £160 to £855. 
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MGB and v8 
Hard or soft top, front engined 
two seater +2 with 1.8. litre 
engine. Max speed: 106 mph. 
First’ produced 1986, second 
hand prices varying from £300 
to £1525, MGC appeared 1967 
with 3 litre discontinued 1969. 
Secondhand prices from £400 to 
£855. MGB GT V8 fixed head 
powered by 3.5 VB. 


Morgan 4/4 1600 
Drophead two seater, with 1600 
cc Ford engine giving 107 mph 
maximum speed. Price new 
£1710, secondhand from £425 for 
1966 ‘models. 


Morgan Plus 8 
Drophead two seater powered by 


3.8 Rover V8 engine, front 
Positioned giving maximum speed 
of 132 mph, Price £2264 and 


Secondhand from £885 for 1960 
models 
fate 3 take 4 


Panther J72 


Front engined drophead Jaguar 
$$100 replica model with either 
42 or Vi2 53 Jaguar engine 
and two seats. Maximum speed 
of 128 mph for former, 138 mph 


for latter. Cost for 42: €5698 ; 
5.3: £9500, 


Peugeot 304 Cabriolet 
Front engined convertible with 
1.3 engine costing £1758 and 
top speed of 100 mph. 
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Piper GTT 

Fibreglass bodied two seater with 
1.6 Ford engine mounted in front. 
Neither price nor maximum 
speed available. 


Porsche 911 
models with capacities 
to 2.7 as the years 


tion in 
some with Sportomatic, or Targa 


1966. All rear engined 


tops, five speed gearbox and 
various extras. Superceded by 1.6 
rear engined 912 model dis- 
continued in 1969. Prices for 
latter : £710 to £1750. Prices for 
new 911 with 2.7 engine giving 
130 mph: from €6249. 9118 
giving 140 mph: from £6993. 
Secondhand prices for 911 
models, from £750 for 2.0 1966 
model to £5200 for latest models. 


ea 


Porsche Carrera 
Rear engined two seater as above 


with 2.7 engine. Top speed of 
150 mph costing from £8580. 


oa 
os 


Porsche 914 
Mid engined two seater with 
Targa top, originally with 1.7 


engine, now 2.0. First introduced 
1970, secondhand price then being 
£980 up to current €2410. Price 
new : £3689, top speed 118 mph. 


= 


Reliant Scimitar 


First introduced 1966 with 3 
litre Ford engine, then 2.5 Ford 
engine in 1968, front engined, 


fibreglass bodied two seater. Dis. 
continued 1970, prices varying 
from £305 to £1060. 


Scorpion 
Rear engined, with 1.0 Imp, 
giving top speed of 100 mph, 
two seater with fibreglass body. 
Price: £2250. 


Lie 


< 


‘Sunbeam Tiger 
Front engined, two seater with 
either 42 or 4.7 Ford engine, 
discontinued in 1967. Second. 


hand prices vary from €400 to 
£750. 


Trident 
Front engined fixed head in 
fibreglass with either 2.5, 3.0 or 
5.5 tre engines, all announced 
in 1972, Venturer V6 3.0 hi 
top speed of 130 mph, costs 
£3077. Tycoon 2.5, £3418 with 
maximum speed of 130 mph. 
Clipper V8 has maximum of 150 
mph, costs £4507 


engined two seater with 
hard or soft top. 13 engine 
giving 95 mph maximum, Costs 
from €1224. Secondhand prices 
from 1986, £170 to £970. 


Triumph TRE 
Originates from the TR 2, 3, 4, 5, 


and available as hard 
top. Front engined with 25 
engine, giving 116 mph, two 
seater. TR6 secondhand prices 
rise from £600 for 1969 model 
to £1620. New model costs from 
e1914. 


ind soft 


‘Triumph GT6 
Hard topped two seater with 2.0 
engine giving 110. mph. Costs 
£1452 new, secondhand prices 
rise from £270 to £1300 


Triumph Stag 

Front engined two seater powered 
by 3 litre V8, soft or hardtop, 
with maximum speed of 120 mph. 
Price new from £2906, with 
secondhand prices from £1400. 


‘TVR 3000, 
engined fibreglass hard- 
topped coupé powered by 3.0 
Ford engine giving maximum 
speed of 127 mph. Two seater, 
it costs from £2621. Earlier 
versions powered by 1.6 Ford 
engines, 2.5 Triumph engines, 
various’ secondhand prices from 
£800 for the 1968 1.6 Vixen. 


Front 


Volkswagen Karmann Ghia 
Rear engine of 1.5 litres with 
convertible or fixed head, two 
seater, available to special 
order ‘now, secondhand prices 
from €185' in 1966. Price new 
from £1976. 


Two seater front engined fixed 
head powered by 1.8 engine no 
Jonger available except in Estate 
version. Secondhand prices from 
£420. 


5 


THE NEW JENSEN INTERCEPTOR 
CONVERTIBLE 


The soft top version of the luxury 7.2 litre V8 


The new Mk II Jensen Healey 


S.A.C. NEWBURY MOTORS LTD. 


MANOR LANE, HALESOWEN. Tel: 021 550 7611 


DISTRIBUTOR FOR JENSEN IN WORCESTERSHIRE 


T. G. REYNOLDS LTD. 


32-34 CASTLE ST., CAMBRIDGE 


TEL: CAMBRIDGE 65441 
For Jensen in Cambridgeshire 


WHITECROFT GARAGE LTD. 


ee JENSEN & JENSEN-HEALEY 
DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE—BRISTOL 
NORTH WILTSHIRE 
Looking for a new or used Jensen ? 
LET US HELP YOU. 
STROUD ROAD—NAILSWORTH—GLOS: 
Tel: Nailsworth 2139 / 2791 / 3100 


BRISTOL and AVON 


Distributors for JENSEN and JENSEN HEALEY 


BARRIE PAYNE AUTO SUNDERIA LTD. 
Workshop and Stores Showrooms 


Tel: Bristol 660406 Tel: Long Ashton 3122 


MALAYA GARAGE 


(COWFOLD) 
Jensen and Jenson Healey 
Distributors for the county of 
SUSSEX 
Two new Jensen Healeys avail- 
able now at old price. 
HENFIELD ROAD, 
COWFOLD, SUSSEX 
Tel: Cowfold 611 


MAIN ROAD GARAGE, WATNALL, NOTTS 
Tel: Kimberley 2781/2/3 
Jensen—Jensen Healey—Sales and Service 
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The Cheq 


(01-995 0022/3 


ALFA ROMEO Montreal coupe, 
Mone,"20.V8 injection unite 6 
Vile stare rediovtape, player 
Mita "oun? Come” e386) 


J973,(M), matatic orange black, clot 
‘siioy wheels. with VR tyres.) S000 
ses 


im, fitted black hard:top 
‘8 


FIREBIRD Trans-Am. white with tan trim. 485 unit, guto.. all power. tinted 
nse, AM/FM radio, quad.” stereo, tte Would Cost new £4500 
1000" mies only. 1073 TM). The ultimate high-pertormence car” 3085 


ALEA ROMEO 1780, GT Veloce. A one-owner 1971 coupe. White with, black 
Oops: cise 


TRIUMPH TRE (1972 Dec. “L” 1994.) coupe, hard-top. in pimento red with 


Tihek trim end ‘stripe, overdiwve, HR-SPs, fow-milenge one-owner car C1208 
MG Midget 1275, 1969 (G), tartan red/black trim, radio, MR.SPs 
{onneae ‘ans 


TRIUMPH TRE, 1971. sienna brown, hard-top, overdrive. radio, HR-SPs 
m ‘e098 


TRIUMPH TR6, 1973 car, French blu 


ALFA NOMEO. 1780 Sorder Veloce, 2-agater Fern white with red ti 


by "sole owner nn ENBeS 


Sundym gloss 
faith wiper OH lights, twin spots, head 


‘wide woh 


JAGUAR 
old cove! 


4.2 automatic 
nse. suncrool, whitewsl WRSPs, radio, 


rie windows C1408 
AUSTIN. HEALEY 3000 Mik 111 convertible in ivory with black tim. over: 
Giver nants and softtope, GT seats, knock-of Miniites with MASP tres 
te." 1908 eiaes 
LOTUS. Furops 82, 1971, in Bahama yell 


{S90 co Renauit-unit EVM 


+25. black with gold root a sun-root, 
Geb0s, “Cicer windows. ‘hrw 

TRIUMPH GT6 Mk 111 (’L’ regd. Nov. °72). royal blue with parchment viny! 

Toot Vegachiines. overdrive, hrw. repeater. Res re Sly 7000 awioe 

recorded eites 


in’ whiten with, blue cloth. radio. "B03 
‘Ciees’‘ona 4071 in bivw at E1235 


PORSCHE 911 de luxe, 1908 series, in white with black trim. Supe 
Value at ‘Goss 
JAGUAR VI2 E-Type 242 (1971, Nov. °K" read), bea 

wih blue trim, Yeute-. PAS. Radiomobile “alec: sera 
TRIUMPH, TRE Roadster, 98/°09 choice of tw 
fenneau. Both tow mileage care from nn. 


€ 


uered Fla 


London 
For the finest selection of hand-picked sports and G.T. cars. 


s Leading Sports Car Specialists: 


(01-994 7871/2 


ujolais red/olack trim, tinted 


RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE (M reg.) 1973. 


Sue Nigis. etio. state, Birack. Just 6000 mites by one owner EAD 
TRIUMPH SPITFIRE Mk Nl, 1969, white with bi One recorded 
Taner Hecent bins £100. Continental steering, eat 


RELIANT, SCIMMITAR GTE MK I. Choice, of two. everdtive care, i 


TRIUMPH TRE ROADSTER ("L° rood.) 1972. white/bi 
RS iyren, unser 8000 mies by sole owner 
JAGUAR V2 2+2.£ ("L’ regd.). 72/73. Primrose yellow/tan trim. auto, 
PAS teaio hw’ 18005 recorded miles ees 
JENSEN INTERCEPTOR. 1968, sllver/biack roof and upholstery, uta. 
dower, chrome wheare: HACEP tyres, radio, hw, spots, ete ‘ibe 
TRIUMPH TI 

MGB GT (L: regd.), 72/'72, biaze/navy cloth trim. overdrive, head 
Pade, rw! reputed 16006 mi cs 
TRIUMPH GTS Mk 1.1967. white/black trim. radio, HR-SP tyres, Real 
Meepuonal for year, 64000 miles. Two owners ‘ 


MGB GT ("H’ ropd.) 1989, two-tone white/black. chrome wire whesls 
Deerdnve, radio, feather whesl, ete ‘eas 


vim, veri, 


K: regd.) “71/"72, white/black trim. black 
{chneae: regia, 11600" mies by one owner 


nes ons eae 


MG MIDGET ('s" regd.) 1970, bronze yollow/black trim, wire whi 


SUNBEAM Tiger VB, flame red/black trim, alloy wheels, ZX ty" 


RENAULT 17TS Coupe 1972), metatic ote 
Fedio/enrsette, quad’ speakers, sveroo, Ex AS tyr 


RELIANT Scimitar GTE Mk I11, 1972. Choice of two (both auto.) in Mexican 
fed of Highland purpie, 4000 miles only. Many ‘extras trom 2008 


MGB Roadster. 1971, Choice of two in bronze/yellow, hard top, overdiive 
Or“bive royete. overdrive. tc. trom e908, 


austin, 


FIAT 124 Sports Coupt 1600, 1972. Choice of two in fern green or Apri 


Yalow. S-apeed bones, radio’ and few trom eis0 
MGB Roadster (°H" regs.) 1969, tartan red, over radio, 
Cints. "ete A two owner ear ‘Cres, 
DAIMLER DART, 1962 “8° spec, ivory/red trim, factory hard-top (bills tor 
Eiioyscolectors item ‘has 


Lous +28 (1H: 


TRIUMPH 


RELIANT Scimitar GTE Mk Il, 1971, auto. Choice of toe 
JAGUAR E 42 FH 2+2 coupe, 1967, opalescent silver/biack  sun-rool. 
atte “Entome. wire wheels, ‘hrw, radio/steres 8. Reputed 30000 "milvs 
only ave 
MGC GT, 1909, mineral blue with black trim, overdrive, wires with 
NivSP's. hw ete. “Anothe cuner specimen in regal red from E008 


——s. 


RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE. EARLIEST DELIVERY 


This fine hand-built, high-performance estate car is available 
in manual, overdrive or automatic versions, from £2800, with 
optional extras including stereo tape/radio, electric and tinted 
windows, chrome and alloy wheels. Please ring 01-994 7119 
Yor the earliest delivery quotation on a GTE to your own 
specification, demonstrations or anything Scimitar. 


For Seles of Information on any of these Superb Motor Cars please contact the Sales Office on 01-994 7119. 


New Cars 
01-994 7119 sas 


LANCIAS 
INCLUDE 
RALLYE 1300 Sil! coupe, please ring to see if we have your 
choice of colour £1979 
BETA 1800. Beige/green, dark biue/beige, dark brown/tan, 
metallic _blue/beige £2096 
BETA 1600. White/black, maroon/tan, dark brown/tan £1949 
BETA 1400. Maroon/tan, blue/beige, dark blue/beige, white/ 
blue £1699 


FROM STOCK FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Demonstration Cars Avanacie. 


Chiswick High Road 
London W4 


Reliant Scimitar & Lancia Main Agents 
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83 sparks 
in just a wink! 


Ever stopped to consider 
just how hard a Formula 1 
engine works during a Grand 
Prix? Speeds can reach any- 
thing up to 190 m.p.h. and the 
engine could be turning over at 

R 10; 000 r.p.m., producing 
upwards of 450 
brake horse 

<= _ power. 
The fuel/air mixture in the 
engine is ignited through an 
electronic ignition system 
producing an 8000 volt spark 
roughly 5000 times per minute. 


Consider, therefore, the fact 
that this means that a spark 
plug sparks 83 times per 
second. 

That’s why, year after year 
the majority of Formula 1 
teams choose Champion 
for their engines, 
where reliability 
is a major 
consideration. 


More Champions 
are sold today than any 
other make of spark plug. 
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NEW CROSS ROAD, LONDON, SE14 5UL 


USED CARS 


AGENTS FOR 


PERSONAL EXPORT SALES RELIANT, LOTUS AND MG 
OUR SPECIALITY SERVICE AND SPARES DEPT 


TELEPHONE : HOURS OF BUSINESS 10 am-7 pm Monday to Saturday. 10 am-5 pm Sunday 
USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE : 01-639 3204-5-6 
NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES : 01-692 4607 ; 01-692 4651 
SERVICE DEPT AND STORES : 01-639 3105 


FREE LIST OF STOCK ON REQUEST 
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Hi A R D TT Te) P Ss STOCKISTS COUNTRYWIDE 
fasemoaan:, Town, & Country Garsne, Justice 


Eainburah. 


from Omnibob i ts pi eee 


ie Lta., Holmacth 3676, 


Anema mica Models now available Eri CBracosin’ LWesse *Eks 
Omeipas narsioraace cease’ NEY for SPITFIRES Mk 4 i bi ety 
idgets/A.H. Sprites. Three types a diaher Campenaen  haqscertes: 


the Panorama (illus) ‘Soytnamnton "23480, 
Ruta "Service Gat 


and sunshine roof model - 
xcellent value 

windows, fully lined interior and all = 

necessary catches are included. z e Z 

See the Omnibob hardtops at your : OMNIBOB LTD.. Mill Lane, Rainford, 

F = Lancs. Tel: Rainford 2650. 


The Lotus blooms and 
vrooms in Cambridge. 


New LOTUS ELITES avaitable shortly 
New and used sportscars always 


Character Cars 


TEL : 01-482 7879 


&, 


Jensen~Healey 
This sports 2-seater car is powered by the Lotus twin overhead 
camshaft 16 valve engine 


On view in our showrooms various examples of this fantastic car 


SS 
in attractive colours with hard and soft tops. 


Demonstration drives without obligation. 


Part exchange on any make of car. 
Financial arrangements to suit your needs. 


Come in and see them NOW. 


‘Maytair Showroom: 
Charles Follett Ltd., 
18 Berkeley Street, 

‘London W1 
Tel : 01-629 6266, 


Service and Spa 

Charles Follett (Service) Ltd., 
6 Hall Road, 

London NW8. 

Tel : 01-289 2211. 
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Contactless Ignition: 


All decent cars will have it by about 1980. 


It makes you go faster. 

Acceleraie faster. 

Hit peak revs faster. 

It makes plugs last longer. 

And batteries. 

‘And petrol. 

It saves time, trouble and money. 

And it gets you started on cold mornings. 


You can have it now. 


No more contact breakers. 
Ever since the days of Gottlieb Daimler, convention 
al ignition has caused nothing but trouble. 

At low revs you get a pathetic little spark. 

At high revs you get ‘contact-bounce’ so you can’t 
keep up with the engine. 

And the breakers themselves wear out, get dirty, 
corroded. displaced and generally mucked up 

Mechanical ignition is least reliable when you most 
need it -on cold mornings, with a low battery, or at peak 
revs for overtaking 

Think of an 8-cylinder car doing 6000 rpm. That's 
400 make/breaks a second — too much for most mechanical 
units. 

“But as an electronics problem, it 

‘That's why race and rally enthus 
ting contactless ignition for years. 

‘Why Mercedes (E Models) and Porsche fit it as stan 
dard, And why Chrysler now put it in their USA models, 
and hot up by 40%, 

Everybody wants contactless ignition. 


The Jermyn System E. 

To help meet the ever-growing public demand, 
Jermyn, the leading electronics-by-mail specialists, com, 
missioned a world-famous car-ignition expert to produce a 
system suitable for 4, 6 and 8 cylinder cars. (His name can 
not be given for contract reasons, but if you're a regular 
pelvic you probably know him). 

He has produced the System E, which has now been 
tried and tested on thousands of vehicles, and is derived 
from years of working on custom-built rally-winning 
engines 


child’s play. 
jasts have been fit- 


Easy to 

With the very full instructions supplied, fitting is 
simple and should take around 40-60 minutes. 

You retain the distributor, but remove the contact- 
breakers and the condenser (another common source of 
trouble). 

In place of the breakers, you bolt on a small prox- 
imity plate (the shape varies a little from car tocar) which 
contains tiny induction coils, and is fitted to give 10 thou 
gap from the rotor. 


ty, 


connected to the electronics box, illus- 
suitable place under the bonnet, 
your HT coil. 


How it works. 

When the engine goes round, the rotor lobes magne- 
tically saturate and de-saturate the coils in the proximity 
plate, triggering off the electronics. 

‘The beautifully designed circuit in the electronic box, 
all sealed, all solid-state, with nothing to go wrong, then 
delivers a fat, 30K V spark, of uniform quality all revs, via 
your existing coil. 

We then recommend that you open up your spark 
plug gaps to about 35 thou, to get the best value from all 
this high energy 


usually ne 


And what value, 

There are, of course, cheaper ‘electronic ignition’ 
tems on the market (we know, we make one). 

But they simply amplify the pulse from the old 
contact-breakers. You only get half the benefit unless you 
fit a complete, contactless system. 

And the Jermyn System E gives the best value and* 
the best results you'll find anywhere. 


In particular you'll enjoy — 


Better si 
Better fir 
Better fir 


Plug life up to 25,000 miles, 


Smoother running. 
Better performance. 

we postage, VAT, full instructions, 
guarantee. 

sarge 


To: Jermyn Electro 


Make and model of car 


fate, Sevenoaks, Kent 


of manufacture Pe 


or Neg. earth, 


i 
Tenclose cheque £22.00 or please debit my Barclaycard/Access alco. | 


THE FOLLOWING MORG AN DEALERS WILL BE 
PLEASED TO RECEIVE YOUR ORDER FOR A 
NEW OR SECONDHAND MORGAN 


BOLTON OF HALIFAX 


SALTERHEBBLE HILL, 
HALIFAX, 
YORKSHIRE 


0422 56501 


Clean used Morgans wanted for cash 


PARKER BROS 


63 saan ROAD, 
GLASG 
G33 aS 


041-779 2271 
Morgan sales, service and repairs in Scotland 
"USED MORGANS WANTED 


1. & J. MACDONALD 


MAIDEN LAW GARAGE, 


0207 520916 


Morgan and sole Davrian distributors. Also 
Dynamometer facilities. Crack testing and a vast stock 
of spare parts. Also specialist tuning on all models. 


MORRIS STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 
6 KENDRICK MEWS, 
LONDON, S.W.7 
01-589 6894 


BURLEN SERVICES 


GREEN CROFT GARAGE, 
GREEN CROFT STREET, 
SALISBURY, 
WILTSHIRE 


0722 5100 


MIKE DUNCAN 


92 WINDMILL HILL, 
COLEY, 
HALESOWEN, 
BIRMINGHAM 


0384 67675 
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John Cussins took the ex-Griffiths Waring and Gillow Brabham BT3SX to a neat second place. 


PRESCOTT 


Champion battles 


Despite the presence of more and more big. 
engined single-seater hillelimb cars in the RAC 
Hillclimb Championship, several well-known 
flames are still being pushed out of the top- 
10 run-off for championship points by nimble 
ex-F2. and F3. four-cylinder-powered cars. 
The battle for top honours still ended up at 
Prescott with the first four places going to 
powerful V8-powered cars, Sir Nicholas Wil 
Hamson’s star being in the ascendant last 
Sunday with two excellent runs in his Marlyn 
DFV-7125 while the reigning champion Mike 
MacDowel "was next. fastest, just half a 
second slower and suffering like most others 
from difficulty in getting power down to the 
very dry and dusty surface. Third in ex- 
ceptionally neat style was John Cussins in 
the Waring Gillow BT35X which was 
Tony Griffiths’ 1972 ear followed by David 
Good in very polished fashion in the Lyncar- 
DFV entered, like Sir Nick's Marlyn, by 
Station Garage, Taplow. Richard Shardiow 
again got his Chevron-BDA Into the top-10 
and made fifth place with it despite the 
opposition from big V8-powered machinery 
followed by Roy Lane's mighty MeRae which 
Roy was driving despite a broken wrist only 
4 Week old. David Franklin's diminutive E 
Sign BDA-F3 was a gallant seventh just 
ahead of Malcolm Dungworth in the W. & G. 
Brabham-Repco; shades of the MacDowel 
Jennings partnership here with the car run. 
hing twice in the top-10. Reg Phillips, de- 
lighted 

next foll 


‘of « throttle! Geoff still has 
FI cams in his DFV instead of the more 
favoured sports car cams but professes to 
like this situation even though it makes for 
rather fraught-looking progress on tight 

Less than 3s spanned the fastest and 
slowest times in the run-off and as the com: 
petition hots up this should be reduced in 
the scramble for points. When one realises 
that some of the better known names such 
as Tony Griffiths, Bob Rose, Ken MacMaster, 
Tony Bancroft and Roger Willoughby were 
Il_striving to get into the run-off in com- 
petitive cars and that there are several new 
Car/driver combinations settling in and be 
coming competitive, like Alex Brown and 


David Fyfe in the Palliser Repco, the Morris 
brothers and their Ensign FVA, and David 
Render's delightful ex-Hawley BT29, one can 


appreciate that the competition is possibly 
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higher than ever before, especially when 
fone includes the one driver Who might have 
turned the tables on Sunday had his March 
not run its bearings : Chris Cramer 

As for the day itself, It was hardly @ proper 
May Prescott as the sun made little effort to 
appear and with the trees still almost leafless, 
the hill seemed bleak and cold. 

The first class up the hill fielded quite a 
few newcomers and most of the effort was 
confined to four consecutive runners; last 
year's Castrol/BARC Champion Mike Flather, 
Alan Cox (in blown and unblown 1000 cc 
Cooper “Ss” respectively) Richard Fry's 
1300 ce “S” and Russ Ward's very smart 
Midget. Alan Cox and Richard. Fry tied 
exactly on the first run and neither really 
resolved matters by both going slower second 
time up; the class going on aggregate to 
Alan with Richard second, just half a second 
slower on the second run. 

The second class, for the 1301-1600 cc 
Tourers and Sports Cars would have been a 
Hemingway benefit had Guy Brooker's very 
neat and nimble Elan not come between man 
and wife. The Hemingway Turner, 
mit supercharger and mucho development 
has become a real force in this class and at 
non-BARC/Castrol events there seems to be 
little to trouble it except for Guy's splendid 
Lotus. The over 1600 ce class held a similar 
dearth of real competition, nevertheless John 
Berry's lightweight Morgan 4/4 was pushed 
hard to hold its first place with wily Ray 
Meredith hot on his heels in Andrew Duncan's 
4/4 BDA, Andrew only just relegated to third 
place in the same car; there's gratitude for 

ou! The over 3000 cc class saw Jobn 
Wilson and Malcolm Maycroft eliminated from 
the results because of excessive noise from 
their shared Cobra; Prescott. is directly 
opposite in the valley to a wealthy new rest 
dent who objects to the noise and as a result 
fairly stringent silencing has become manda- 
tory on all but the racing cars and even 
those wear silencers right up to the start 
line. Must say, I don’t like the objector's 
noisy helicopter but that doesn’t seem 
matter! Nevertheless the class was hard: 
fought and Tony Brown's Cobra was only 
a gnat’s whisker away from the class record 
na most polished second run, on a day 
when records were not the order of the day 
Paul Channon's SP-shod Cobra was a worthy 
second and Bill Holt’s oft-used Morgan +8, 
Similarly shod, was a. close third 

‘The smallest. Sports/Racing class went to 
Derek Lloyd's Sport fuel-injected Mini 


engined Landar_R6 from slender opposition 
and Martyn Griffiths had likewise little trouble 
in winning the 1600 cc class. Phil Scragg 
was firmly in command of the over 1600 cc 
class in the lovely Chevron B19/BMW with 
John Stuart 15 s in arrears while the most 
interesting Dino of Wolf Zeuner sounded 
sick, looked to be in charge of the driver 
and” ended its unhappy second run_ firmly 
stuffed in a tree in the Esses. The Bugatti 
handicap went to Mark de Ferranti's delight- 
ful T35A after two very enterprising runs 
and the Ferrari Handicap went to John Cha 
win’s 250 GTL. 

Clichés fail ‘me to describe Peter Voigt's 
Renwick spl. Cheeky blighters that his team 
fare, they had put a label on the flat-four 
two-stroke to suggest that it was made in 
the Republic of China! Speculation was rife, 
spectators in the paddock being variously 
convinced that it was a rotary, a blown two 
stroke or just magic! With 85 bhp to push 
Peter's slender frame and just 5 owt of 
car it was no surprise now that it is actually 
sorted that it cook the 500 cc class record 
by more than half a second, followed closely 
by the remarkable Triumph twin-powered 
Mk 10 Cooper of Barry Brant; the latter 
only one-third of a second from the old 
record! Dr Tony Bayley whipped away the 
Class record for over 500 cc cars with less 
than four cylinders with his JW4 Vincent ; 
‘another diminutive but scientific little device 
‘and Roger Sweet did startlingly well in his 
Cooper JAP to beat Terry Smith's similar but 
later car; the erstwhile record holder. Alan 
Richards was an easy winner of the 1100 cc 
Racing car class maintaining @ clear second 
between his home-built blown Gryphon 
Single-seater and Terry Smith's ex-Franklin 
Vixen. In. the 1600 cc class just 0.1 5 
separated David Franklin's Huntsman Ensign 
from pursuer Ken MacMaster's GRD, these 
two scrambling not only. for cl 
but to get in the top-10 run. 
was in the class runs that Mike MacDowel 
made his fastest run with a neat 44.54 5 
to annex the class with Sir Nick close behind 
in the lengthened-for-this-season Marlyn DFV 
with Shardiow's Chevron showing considerable 
form to take third place and set the cat 
among the V8 pigeons. 

Excitement should have been mounting for 
the spectators but the commentary was 
singularly lacking in detail for the enthusi- 
ast and. to. stimulate; it was 
noticeable that Ettores field was emptying as 
the Championship runs commenced, Never: 
theless, the highspot was the top ten run-off 
and as always was a. battle-royal, David 
Franklin, first and slowest qualifier, took but 
46.66 son his second run to take seventh 
spot, both neat and tidy runs; Geoff Rolla. 
son's tweaky F1 couldn’t Improve enough and 
stayed 10th with two electeifying-looking runs; 
Reg Phillips neat as ever in his Chevron 
was pushed down likewise to ninth by the 
efforts of Franklin, in company with Malcolm 
Dungworth who became eighth. David Good 
improved with two neat runs and took fourth 
place, Cussins was superbly neat and tidy to 
20 up to third place ahead of Lane strugglivg 

ith the McRae and his very sore wrist 
ind. Shardlow whose Chevron’ was  fluffing 
Oddly and infuriatingly at the wrong times, 
Sir Nick was superb to watch with just that 
bit of flair and dash which characterises his 


driving to pip MacDowel who was a bit untidy 
on his first run and almost his usual masterly 
self on his second; but not quite the boss 
on this day 


ROBIN REW 


‘PENTHOUSE’ asked the question 


““WHAT’S RED, HOT & HAIRY?” 


then answered it with... 


“the TVR —ranks as one of 1974's best bird pullers” 


Others have much to say too! 


'The charm of the performance is that it’s so 
instantly on tap'—Michael Bowler, Classic Car 
‘TVR make a unique contribution to our ranks of sportscar makers'—Mayfair magazine 
‘Two brisk trips from South Essex to Silverstone and back produced 26 mpg using very little 
motorway and 27 mpg using as much of the M1 as possible-—Motoring News 


‘In an increasingly admass world of dull grey conformity, the TVR 3000ML is a car of 
high performance and comfort for the man who wants something different’—Motoring News 


TVR Engineering Ltd, Bristol Avenue, Blackpool FY2 OJF. Tel: 0253 56151 


GEOFF GEE AUTOMOBILES, CATERHAM CAR SALES 
Town End, Caterh 
GORDON BROWN MOTORS LT, eer, 
ecasleenes Also CATERHAM CAR SALES 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 142 Finchley Road, London NW3 
North East distributors for TVR Tel: 01-794 9659/8491 
weastle-upon-Tyne (06: 
haviimsoeacipetilsts epi e ra HOLLY HOUSE PERFORMANCE MOTORS 
BARNET MOTOR CO. TVR FOR CENTRAL YORKSHIRE 
101 Bradford Road, Dewsbury, Yorkshire 
VICTORIA LANE, BARNET, HERTS Demonstrations by appointment 
Distributor for TVR in Hertfordshire and North London Tel: Dewsbury (0924) 467444 
abu LACEY AND THOMPSON, 
LAUREATE GARAGE, The Sports Gm Seaciokies for TVR in the 
fest Countr 
LAUREATE PADDOCKS, London Road, Stroud, Gloucestershire 
EXNING, NEWMARKET Demonstrations a pleasure 
Tel: Newmarket (0638) 3336 Tel: Stroud (045-36) 2861 
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Sports extra 


Mickey Mouse at Lydden — Hinde’s Cymru — Chippy Stross 


edited by Bob Constanduros 


at Loton — Hawkes’ Ingliston — Santa Pod — Rallycross 


TRIAL 


Hinde on top again 


In contrast to the snow still on the upper 
slopes of the Snowdon range, conditions were 
warm and the competition hot on the lesser 
hills near Llanwyrst last Sunday when North 
Wales CC ‘ran their Cymru Trial, the fifth 
counter in this year's BT&RDA Championship 
with @ slightly poorer entry than they deserve 
of 43 cars. Stung by the defeat of the 
Previous week Mike Hinde put the Clan 
Crusader firmly back in first place (but it is 
quite a long time since an event was won and 
Tost on the first hill) with Bill Moffatt strug- 
gling a little during part of the day but still 
managing to finish only five marks adrift 
with the Ginetta, Brian Betteridge’s Sprite 
collected another class win to keep him firmly 
‘on top in the BT&RDA Championship while 
Hinde has moved even further ahead of Mike 
Stephens (Mexico), in the chase for the RAC 
title. 

Not in. the least suspicious about running 
at No. 13, Brian Midgley was back on top 
form in the class for front-engined fwd cars, 
the BT&RDA Autotest secretary being part of 
a keen struggle for honours which also in- 
volved Phil Darbyshire and Geoff Spencer. 
All in their 1275 ce machines they took their 
order as mentioned almost from the start 
with Midgley on 37 marks at the halfway 
mark on the 32-hill course, Darbyshire was 
four adrift of this score and Spencer one more 
away, the latter having the problems of 
having an early number on the greasy rather 
than wet conditions, 

In the second half Midgley really had a 
fight on his hands and at one stage he lost 
the lead to Spencer and Darbyshire but whe 
the two Midlanders committed slight errors, 
the Yorkshire driver nipped through and hung 
‘on to win the class on 74 marks, one up on 
Darbyshire who, in turn, was two ahead of 
Spencer. Alan Walsh (Mini) and Kevin Caley 
(Mini), were fourth and fifth 

Dave Slater led Class 2 after the first two 
rounds with his Escort Sport, finding the 
greasy conditions ideal for his’ machine and 
he opened up a twomark lead on Denis 
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Wells (Skoda) with the hard pressing Mike 
Stephens (Mexico) third. Phil Shaw’ broke 
down in his Mexico after only three hills but 
the Ford men kept up the pressure on Wells 
who went into the lead midway through the 
afternoon runs and just held off Stephens and 
a flying Harry Tregenza who had a wonderful 
last eight hills and dropped only seven marks 
to come in third. Poor Slater had run out of 
puff (his car anyway) as the Mexico men 
found the hills drying out and were able to 
burn their way through to the top. Wells 
finished with 74 marks lost, his Skoda now 
much more settled in the powerhouse, 
Stephens was two behind and Tregenza third 
with 77 marks lost 

In another three-cornered fight in the 
sports car class Brian Betteridge, the eventual 
winner, had Malcolm Brown and Don Hobbs 
snapping at his heels early on. Brown used 
the additional power of his 1100 Sprite to 
slip ahead of Betteridge by two marks at the 
break with Hobbs, in his 1275 Sprite, only 
one mark adrift. At the finish Betteridge took 
his class for the fourth time with a 58 mark 
total, Brown finished on 60 marks and Hobbs 
was way behind by comparison on a 66 mark 
total. Mike Harrison, soldiering on despite a 
broken rear offside ‘spring, was demoted to 
fourth, 

‘When Colin Valentine opened up a three 
mark lead in Class IV at the break over Mike 
Leech, both in 875 Imps. it looked to be a 
two-horse race but from almost nowhere 
Geoff Owen appeared on the scene with his 
Simca to not only overtake Valentine and 
demote him to third, but he was not far 
behind Leech, who took the. class on 55 
marks. Owen, on a 59 total, was far and 
away the best North Wales member while 
Valentine had a rough time and was a little 
depressed at the close. 

Mike Hinde was determined from the start 
to get his revenge on Moffatt and dropping a 
single mark only on the first hill he went to 
the break with a five mark lead over the 
former champion. Although the lead was cut 


and opened up again several times during the 
subsequent runs, Moffatt was never able to 
reduce the gap to any great benefit and with 
16 marks lost he was second to Hinde’s 11 
‘mark total which gave him another maximum 
in the RAC Championship. John Ludford and 
Ray Bradley, both in Imps, had a good battle 
for third, Ludford taking it by five marks. 


Bettinson beats 
Anglia by 1.6 s 


Driving his Mickey’ Mouse Special, based on 
a Lotus 7, Daye Bettinson took BTD in 2 mins 
52.0 secs’ when Singer OC ran their sprint 
wer the full Lydden Hill course last Saturday 
when an entry of 79 had two runs each of 
three laps. The very quick Chris Hill took 
his Anglia 1760 to a fine second BTD in 2 m 
33.6 s and later he had third in class with 
his towing 3 litre Capri 

The first two classes, 
duction saloons up to 1000cc, were won’ by 
Wally Pratt's 850 Fiat Abarth and Norman 
Martin in his Cooper while Fred and Leslie 
Marriott shared the family 1275 Cooper to 
take first and seccnd in the combined up to 
1300 standard saloons mixed with the 1300 
spcsts cars, Fred did 2 m 55.0 5 despite no 
brakes and son Leslie was exactly a second 
stower. The big, standard salocn class was a 
benef for the 2.3 Firenza of George Davies 


for standard pro- 


who won in 2 m_ 50.6 , nearly four seconds 
quicker than Mike Phillips (RS 1600) and 
Chris Hill's Capri 

The modified salocns up to 1000cc was 


dominated by Colin Rogers” Carlow Mint 
who did 2 m 37.8 5 and finished over five 
seconds up on Steve Pattinson's 970 Cooper. 
In the up {0 1300cc class Terry Wakelin 
also had a clearcut win with his 1275 Cooper 
in 2 m 366 s, nearly three seconds up on 
the similar car ‘of Jack Davies. The best class 
dice was between lan Pickering’s Ginetta 
G15 and a Honda S800, Pickering took the 
class cn 3'm 54s with Maurice Gates failing 
by 04 © to match the time. 

The cther two standard prod sports classes 
were taken by Paul Scctt in his Elan Sprint 
and Mike Hayward (Morgan Plus 8) and 
Emie Gushlow weighed in with his Davrian 
Imp co take the mod sporrs to 1000ce class 
in 2 m 508 s. Midget owner Pater Winter 
‘wen the up £o 1300ce class and Terry Brown's 
Lenham Le Mans Coupe was easily the quick- 
Gt in the 1301-2000ce category in 2 m 39.8 s. 
The up to 1500 cc class fer sports racing and 
racing cars went to Glenn Hyatt’s MRE- 
Delta in 2 m 35.6 s and the over 1500cc class 
was caken by Gerry Jackson's Brabham BT21A 
in 2 m 346 s. Two Singer Le Mans, of 1935 
and 1936 vintage, were ranged against an 
Allard Sports in the pre-1950 class and R. A. 

eece in the Allard won in 3 m 68 5, 


a eSrmendn TH, 


Sports extra 


SPRINT 


Harris’ (McLaren) beats Rose and 
Render at South Cerney 


Last year the Cheltenham MC really fell foul 
of the weather being forced to cancel their 
sprint championship round at South Cemey 
due to a waterlogged course. On April 28 it 
Seemed as though the weather Gods were 
‘Again against them but fortunately after a 
very wet moming practice session the rain 
abated, and the track dried allowing the 
points ‘chasers to really come into their own 
On the superb course designed by former 
hilliclimber Rob Leathart. And what a great 
performance was staged in the top 10 with 
Championship leader David Harris just scrap- 
ing home to the 10 points ahead of David 
Render after some really top calibre sprinting. 

‘Due to the morning rains the majority of 
the elass-winning times came from the second 
runs as the course dried. Hot favourite for 

small single seaters, Sandy Hutcheon, 
having indulged light indiscretion on his 
first run made no mistakes the second time of 
asking with his Ginetta G17 stopping the clock 
at 48.445 to lead the well conducted Lotus 
22 of Mike Murphy by just over a second 
with Colin Tebby’s Lotus 35 a similar margin 
down in third place. The next class always 
belonged to the ex-Tony Harrison Brabham 
BT35 of David “Pop” Render who was in 
fine form with his latest asquisition scooting 
to the fish in 42,389 but at nb time could 
for Rob Turnbull js 
ting to grips with his Brabham BT35 
‘only half second down on “the 
Old man of sprinting” and over a second 
‘Clear of Martin Steele's March 702. The large 
class saw championship leader Dave Harris 
‘unhappy due to a blown cylinder head g 
fon his ex-Chris Oates McLaren M10B, 
Chevrolet but it still did not affect his pro~ 
gress as he used the car to the full on the 
rapidly-drying surface to take the class at 
42.425, just over half a second ahead of 
Bob Rose whose tyre-burning starts with the 
ex-Lane McLaren MI4D just had to be seen 
to be believed whilst, as always, John Ravens- 
croft gave his all to make it a McLaren 
feld day just threequarters of a second down 
on_ Rose. 

"The first of the saloon car classes was com- 
pletely dominated by Basil Dagge who threw 
his immaculate Imp to victory in a scintil- 
lating 47.92 s whilst his co-driver for the day, 
‘Alan Richards, nicely tied up second spot at 
49.16 s, over 2s clear of the third-placed 
Mini Cooper of Derek Gray. If Dagge domi- 
nated the first saloon car class then Alan 
Broad with the Mayfair Clubs of Birmingham 
Anglia just destroyed the opposition in the 
next. with a beautifully controlled run of 
48.27 8 which blew the rest of the class out 
of sight whilst in the next division Chri 
Hill showed that his large-engined Anglia was 

iso a match for allcomers taking victory at 
48.705 which left the massive Jaguar-engined 
Morris Minor of Fred Henderson over 38 
down in the runners-up spot. 

In practice Ian Hall with his circuit-racing 
Mini-Jem had shaken everyone with a sub 508 
run and looked odds on for the class win 
but he had not reckoned with the very force- 
fal Steven Roberts who hurtled his Mini 
Marcos to the finish in a great 47.835. In his 
efforts to better his first time of 50,24, Hall 
most untypically spun on his second run in 
the process handing second place in the class 
to the much Improved John Hawley whose 
John Brown Motors’ Midget finished just a 
‘second down on the class winner, whilst in 
the next class Maurice Gates and the Tuscan 
again ruled the roost. The last class of the 
day proved a cakewaik for the U2 of Roger 
Williams with a smooth run in 47.81 s which 
headed the Landar of Ben Lucas by over 35 


although Lucas might have been much closer 
had he taken his second run 

With the conditions now much improved 
the championship runs were headed away by 
the ex-Ronnie Peterson March 702 FVA of 
championship newcomer Phillip Anstruther 
but with the motor far from well he could 
only manage 46.30's and the next man up, 
Clive Bracey with his Vebra Chevrolet, soon 
showed that the course was much faster with 
a much improved 44.41 s run. David Hartley 
proved even quicker ushering his ex-Bryé 
Eccles Brabham Buick into the lead at 44.09 5 
but Immediately former champion Jonty 
Williamson with Roy Lane watching intently 
despite a painful broken wrist trimmed a full 
Second of this time with a tyre-burning start 
Martin Steele again looked tidy but was 
Slightly slower than Williamson at 43.58 8 
whilst John Ravenscroft took the lead in the 
BTD stakes with a great effort at 42,335 
which even the mighty Bob Rose could’ not 
match only making 43.57 s. Rob Turnbull, how. 
ever, really set the track alight with his 
nimbler Brabham BT35 and rocketed into the 
Jead with a superb effort at 41.685 
even this was not good enough, for dé 
all his gasket problems, Harris gay 
McLaren the gun and took the lead at 41.24, 
surely that ‘was good enough? Well, the 
simple answer was no, for David Render pro- 
duced the run of his life, and what a run it 
was, 40.588, and went into the lead at the 
‘end ‘of the first runs. 

‘Although Anstruther improved to 45.53 5 
fon his second run it only 
but Clive Bracey really found some 
from somewhere with the Vebra_ recording 
42.548 to claim sixth place, David Hartley 
was a fraction quicker than before but still 
his time of 43.69 s was only good enough for 
ninth place whilst, despite another | tyre- 
burning start and an improvement to 42.63 3, 
Jonty Williamson ‘was forced to settle for 
‘eighth place, and was just piped at the 
post by Martin Steele who trimmed 0.135 
Off the Surtees driver's time. John Ravens- 

no tomorrow 
the chicane 


first time left him in fifth place. Rose, how- 
ever, was in an equally determined mood and 


really smoked off the line, finding a real 
Improvement to 41.16% to claim third place 
pushing Turnbull, who was again neat and 
tidy, back into fourth place, his second time 
being slightly slower than the first. So it was 
all on Harris, one point lead over Render in 
the championship and everything to go for, 
‘and did he go. For, despite a slightly hesitant 
Start due to excessive wheelspin, he fought 
the McLaren every inch of the way and into 
the lead at 40.238 which then left Render 
with everything to do, but he too seemed slow 
‘of the line and so it proved for he was 
Slightly slower than before. So the 10 points 
went to Harris who now leads Render in 
the championship by two points, a slender 
margin with a long way to go but there is 
no doubt that the championship will be fought 
tooth and nail until the end. 


SPRINT 
Lewis takes chance 


With several of the big guns away chasing 
RAC Championship points Eddie Lewis took 
the opportunity to take BTD at the Cur- 
borough sprint venue on April 28 when, for 
the third year running, the unfortunate Nun- 
‘eaton MC had bad weather for the first of 
thelr two meetings at the Staffordshire venue. 
Lewis, in his Lotus 41C, was the only driver 
ima field of 61 to break 40.5 with a time of 
39.85, which he did only on his second run 
after the Marcos-Volvo of Cyril Baxter had 
Ted the way after the first runs. 

First class winner was K. Lewis who took 
the standard road-going saioon class in his 
Mini in 46.38 with Jonn Kennard (Imp) 25 
behind. The modified saloons up to 1000 ce 
went to Neil Johnston in his 999 Cooper in 
41.78 and he beat Alan Hunt (999 Cooper) 
by more u 1000 ce 
class produced a slower cla 
than the smaller capacity cars but a good 
dice nevertheless. John Colley (1293 Cooper) 
finally took the pot in 42.48 while Tom Wood 
(1293 Cooper) and Dave Carvell (1293 Cooper) 
were within half a second of him. 

‘Once again the Immaculate E-type of He 
bert Shepherd was a class winner among the 
10 sports cars and his 43.7 left Roy Jevons 
(Europa) half a second down but exactly a 
second quicker than Phil Fay's Morgan V8. 

‘A Midget, an Elan and a Marcos took the 
three modified sports car classes, Richard 
Churcbley's Midget did 43.18 to beat De 
Richardson's Sprite by just over a secor 
while Mike Trye (Elan) had a similar mar- 
gin over Mike Overton (Marcos). Trye did 
420s while Overton was. still running in 
and Baxter had virtually no opposition in his 
class. 

‘A rod through the side of Mike Green's 
Lotus 23 in practice left Ken Heywood a com- 
fortable winner of the up to 1300 sports 
racing class and he did 43.38 in his Cox 
GTM to beat Bunny Kyd's FTB by almost 2s, 
Last class winner was Andy Turnock who 
did 41.0 in his Piranha with Derek Cooke 
second in his Lotus 41 on 42.8 5, 


Skilton, Priddle, Goggin 
and Mullen this weekend 
at Blackbushe 


This weekend at Blackbushe, Goggin and 
Mullen can be expected to continue their 
battle, although with the rather indifferent 
will probably not be as good 
inter- 
ational status, Skilton and Priddle will have 
Swedish opposition to cope with as well as 
Roly Pratt. in the Revolution Three rail, 
Rumour has it that Roz Prior will also have 
a run in this car, but she would only reply: 
“No comment" when asked. 

Stone, Hall, Priddie, and Shaver will have 
their blown altereds and funnies out as usual 
whilst all the regular entrants will be on hand 
for two days action, with practice on Satur- 
day and racing on ‘Sunday, joined by more 
entries from Sweden in ‘the Competition 
classes. 


@ Jeeps took the first three places in the All 
Wheel Drive Club's trial at Double Arches 
Quarry, Leighton Buzzard, on April 28. 
Howard Smith won the event with 27 marks 
lost, Tony Lane was second, dropping 38 
marks, and Bob Cox made it a clean sweep 
by dropping 42 marks for third place. Best 
Land-Rover was Dave Bygrave who was 
fourth with 47 marks lost 
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Sports extra 


Al O'Connor's Al Gasser, a 302ci Chevvy Anglia, steals a few yards on David Rose's 440 


Barracuda. 


SANTA POD 


Pro Stock enlivens wet day 


For the second week running, rain shortened 
the racing at the weekend meeting at Santa 
Pod, but whereas last week it had prevented 
y qualifying and practice, this time it came 
after the first. rounds of the afternoon's 
eliminations had taken place, and despite a 
brief respite, settled in for the day, stopping 
the event in mid track. 
The entry was small anyway, and the meet 
ing had lacked sparkle apart from in one 
cular sphere—Pro Stock, which proved 
in to be the major talking point of 
Y, and certainly provoked the biggest 
crowd reaction. 
‘The two fuelers present were the Santa Pod 
and Mike Hutcherson. in Nobby 
which were down for a best 
Of three match race. However, in the first, 
Hutcherson’s car failed to get started and 
Allan Herridge in the other car shut down at 
mid distance with no one to race. In. the 
second round, Hutcherson again lost fire, but 
this time after the burn-out, so fuel surge 
‘was a likely reason as he braked to a halt 
Herridge lined up in the pit lane and dropped 
the clutch as the green came on. One wheel 
found more traction than the other and the 
car veered sharply to the barrier and what 
looked like a certain front-end write-off, But 
Allan was once again in command of the 
situation, shut off, steered the beast straight 
‘again and got back on the throttle, all before 
most people had really realised ‘what was 
going on, Another example of Allan's reaction 
time and ability at the wheel of the awkward 
car. The third round never materialised be. 
cause of the weather, so the fastest time of 
the day went to Gerry Andrews in the Stones' 
Top Dragster, with a qualifying shot of 8.29 5 
at 161 mph, the first time in years that the 
low time of a meeting has gone to anything 
but a Pro Fueler or one of the two funnies. 
‘Not far behind was Roz Prior in the Accles 
and Pollack car, with a 8.67 5/149 mph run. 
Martin Rowat was also on hand with his 
very tidy rear-engined 302 Chevrolet dragster, 
land qualified with a good first run of 10.02 5, 
showing great promise for future events. 
But the two leading Top Dragster drivers 
also came to settle their argument with a 
three-round series, which again was limited 
to only one by the weather. After a long 
warm up that both cars needed, the two 
burnt out and moved into stage, with Roz 
Prior in particular really building the revs 
‘on the line. With a rather long hold before 
the countdown started, both were obviously 
on edge, and it was Andrews who moved 
first and red lit, handing the win to Prior, 
who shot off anyway to her best ever of 
8.47 s at 157 mph, narrowing the gap between 
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the two cars to around  three-tenths —a 
difference she usually seems able to make 
up on the start with some excellent reaction 
With the ex-Schumacher funny still having 
@ new motor readied, Owen Haywood faced 
Dave Stone's blown’ altered, but on their 
‘one and only run the altered bogged on the 
line as the funny shot away to a clear win, 
again shutting down with some minor prob: 
lem to a mid nine. 
This left the two altereds of Phil Elson 
1d Freeman Rodgers in what had once been 
n’s car. Elson's blown Chrysler was the 
clear favourite, but no one was more. sur. 
prised than Elson, and possibly Rodgers 
himself, when the blown 427 Ford engine 
from the troublesome “Commuter” dragster 
actually ran cleanly for the entire run, press. 
ing Elson with an extremely close and excit 
ing run of 9.145 to 9.165, Elson's hole-shot 
winning him the run by scant Inches. The 
seeming miracle happened again on the sec- 
ond run when, despite again just losing, 
Rodgers hung on with a 92s to 9.15, and 
Iooks well set to dip into the eights 
very real threat to Hall and Stone 
Teast until they start tipping the nitro can 


irger doses. 
‘And so to Pro Stock. Talking point was the 
eligibility or otherwise of the Dodge 426 of 
Yorke and Mullen that went so. well at 
‘Swindon..One of the main debating points in 
Pro Stock has been the desirability of keeping 
the cars somewhere near production, and to 
this ‘aim, the Lenco transmission has. been 
outlawed from '75 onwards, it being thought 
that no one was actually likely to tum up 
with one before then. But as one car has, it 
is eligible to use it for the remainder of the 
year, unfortunately for the other, admittedly 
few, entrants. Instead of being’ a modified 
four-speed or three-speed automatic unit, it 
consists of three separate dragster underdrive 
, with a reverser tacked 
transmissions are put 
in low and each of the three levers is shifted 
in tum into high, with no clutch needed, 
with a subsequent’ gain of between 0.1 and 
03s. Apart from the rather exotic specifica. 
tion, the price comes to more than some 
cars have cost complete, so most would 
rather see it kept out of the class. 

‘With Colin Mullen taking over the driving, 
it was widely expected to dip into the nines, 
with only Gary Goggin likely to put up much 
of a fight. He was late in qualifying after a 
string of minor problems, but ran an easy 
10.55 to bed in a new clutch, Pete Crane 
had gone very well with his injected Camaro 
at 10.7 5, but ran his bearings yet again in 
doing it, "so went home in subdued elation. 
Meanwhile, Mullen had shattered the cl 
record by a vast margin, storming to a 9.645, 
at 139 mph with apparent ease. An immediate 
hit with the crowd, he was loudly cheered as 
he came down to face Goggin who, in. the 
unfamiliar position of underdog, received even 
wilder acclaim. Whether they 
hero or the established favourite to win was 
not clear, the two had ma 
threatening burn-ots at each other and made 

great fuss about very careful staging, all 
eyes were on the lights. It came as no sur- 
Prise to regulars that Gary read the lights to 
perfection and stole an enormous hole-shot 
‘over Mullen who, although an old hand, was 
still only on his second competitive run in the 
car. Holding his ever narrowing lead, it was 
Goggin who made it first with a 10.32 8/135 
mph as the big Dodge chased hard with a 
0.75% at 138mph—a measure of the start 
Goggin had made. 

Despite this popular win, the writing is 
obviously on the wall for the Chevrolet camp, 
who will have to find a lot of horsepower 
to beat the Dodge in a straight race. 


MAY FIXTURE LIST OF RESTRICTED EVENTS 
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Sports extra 
TRIAL 


Moffatt’s Ginetta beats Hinde’s Clan 


‘The first rain of the season—a light drizzle 
for the afternoon sections—brought shocks 
galore as the BT&RDA Production Car Trials 
championship moved into the Fenny Compton, 
Banbury, district on April 28. Bill Moffatt 
Scored his first win for ages, beating Mike 
Hinde for the first time for goodness knows 
how long ; Dave Slater was back on form and 
Scores rocketed to cricket score proportions 
fas cars and drivers fumed at their inability to 
ket to grips (!) with the situation. Keeping 
their cool Geoff Spencer and Brian Betteridge 
in thelr Cooper and Sprite respectively, 
marched on in their classes, Betteridge now 
having a three point lead in the BT&RDA 
Series while Hinde dropped his first point in 
the RAC series, 

Coventry & Warwickshire MC attracted 64 
to their Warwickshire Trial and arranged 30 
hills with the break being taken early after 
12 hills had been tackled. Morning runs were 
in the dry but the drizzle began as luncheon 
‘was being taken and continued almost without 
break for the rest of the day. Fifteen front 
engined-fwd cars in Class 1 were led through- 
our by Spencer who dropped 19 first. time 
round to hold an 11 point advantage in his 
Cooper over Kevin Caley (Mini 1000) who 
was two and six marks ahead of the 1275 
GTs of Nick Pollitt and Brian Midgley. During 
the afternoon Caley pursued Spencer with 
much verve but the other two fell back and 
Spencer out with a 95 mark total to 
Caley's marks having made a slight 
improvement. Pollitt and Midgley stayed four 
marks apart on 120 and 124 marks. 

After a poor—for him—outing the previous 
week Dave Slater shot back to form with his 
Escort Sport in Class 2 where 21 competitors 
produced the day's biggest class. Slater 
Opened up a six mark gap at the interval and 
was anxiously looking over his shoulder not 
‘at the Mexicos or the Skodas, but at Charles 
Barter’s Popular which was ‘only six marks 
adrift. It was as well he did for Barter 
provided the scrap of the class and in. the 
subsequent 18 hills he pulled back three marks 
to finish a worthy class runner-up with 130 
marks to Slater's 127 marks. Skoda men John 
Smith and Denis Wells, third and fourth early 
‘on, had Mike Stephens (Mexico) splitting them 
in’ the afternoon with Wells hanging on to 
third with a 150 mark total ¢o Stephens on 
188 marks while Smith faded slightly to 160 
marks. 

Only four sports cars—seven were entered 
—did battle and it was Betteridge against 
Brown and Harrison all day, In his Sprite 
Betteridge was third lowest total at lunch— 
he had dropped nine marks—and although 
his total leapt to 82 marks at the end of the 
day, he still finished 10 ahead of Malcolm 
Brown (Sprite) who was, in turn, two up on 
Midget man Harrison. Don Hobbs, making 
a brief reappearance in top class competition, 
showed his old form early on with his Sprite 
dropping only 12 marks to be second but he 
finally had to be content with Inst place 
on 98 marks. 

By far the best performance in the wet 
Class 4, for small capacity rear engined 
cars, was that of Terry Westley in a lone VW 
ranged against 11 Imps. From sixth at the 
break on 23 marks he dropped only 87 marks 
thereafter and he finished up only two down 
‘on Tony Cooke who took the class on 108 
marks. 

Cooke, on 10 marks at the interval, was 
being chased by Colin Valentine and Robert 
Barter but Westley, driving Betteridge's every- 
day transport, was by far the most success- 
ful in the wet and he pipped Valentine by 
‘one mark and Barter by six marks. 

So to the battle of the giants. With his 
Ginetta still more sorted Bill Moffatt per- 
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mitted himself a smile or two as he matched 
Hinde's Clan Crusader step by step in the 
morning and beat him once to go into lunch 
with six marks lost and a tenuous lead of 
two marks. Showing that the conditions were 
not all that difficult the pair dominated the 
event so far as marks were concerned there 
after and Moffatt emerged triumphant with 36 
marks lost to Hinde’s 41. Third initially was 
Ray Bradley in his Imp Sport but with scores 
soaring he dropped to fourth at the finish on 
129 marks, one adrift of Colin Coton (Imp 
Estate) who had good afternoon to come 
from behind and take third. Only four marks 
separated third and sixth with Reg Busby 
(Imp) and Mike Whitehouse (Imp) 

minor places. 


© Following a meeting during the White Horse 
event the BT&RDA Autocross committee has 
been strengthened by the addition of four 
competing drivers. Newly elected are Martin 
Bamard, Malcolm Cope, Nick Seymour and 
Norman’ Williams. 


RALLY 


Vaughan/Dickson 
victory in Hampshire 


With 35 time controls and 55 passage con- 
trols Craven MC were stretched to the Simi 
last Seturday night for marshals on the club's 
Clubman’s Trophy Rally over a 150 mile route 
starting from Basingstoke and finishing at 
Liphook, The event, an extremely tough navi- 
geicnal exercise, aitracted 60 crews of whom 
44 finished with the top crew being Dick 
Vaughan and John Dickson in their Cooper 
who dropped 55 minutes. After an. exciting 
struggle they finished only one minute up 
on Ian and Tony Petty in their MGB GT. 

At half distance # looked as though the 
rally was going to be won by Ted Thomas 
and Geoffrey Richards in their Escort RS who 
were the only crew with a clean sheet, but 
they ran into problems in the second’ balf 
and finally ran oug third on 68 minutes, In 
fourrh place were Derek Smith/David Otridge 
(Angtia Est) who weighed in on 75 m, 12 m up 
€n Dave Sherwood/Doug Snvith in their Cor- 
tina GT, while the leaderboard was completed 
by Phil Ker/Tom Bigwood on 98 min 
their Escort TC 

Best semi-expert. crew were Mike Allan/ 
Richard Dix (Cooper 5) on 444 m while the 
novice winners were Colin ‘Taylor/John 
Mahler (Cortina GT), who had 3F 447 m, The 
Bexley Light Car Club team of J, Barnard/ 
P. Beescn, K. Ladbury/N. Lodge and Miss P. 
Monk/J, Anderson took the team prize on 
799m. 


Tan Bracey recently 


took the 1.6 Thee to Dobratsch, Austria, where he contested a round of 
the European Hillclimb championship. Entered by the Bosch Racing Team Vien 


Bracey took 


second overall to Jimmy Mieusset and lies second overall in the championship. 


Sports extra 
SPRINT 


Dzierzek leads Hawke 1-2 


The second round of the Scottish Sprint 
Championship at Ingliston took place on May 
5, organised by the Lothian Car Club, when 
most of the class leaders consolidated their 
positions. With a shortage of single seate 
& varied selection of sports and saloon cars 
battled against the clock in ideal conditions 
around the racing circuit. 

Imps held the advantage in the up to I-litre 
class, with Les Jones, 136.6 3, adding to his 
class lead, and being’ 10s faster than Juliet 
Johnstone in her yellow Imp who, this time, 
had the edge on Richardson. Hugh Chalmers 
did q tidy 125.85 in his Avenger GT, well 
away from Duncan Laing (Mini) 134.75 who, 
in turn was comfortably ahead of Ken Cocker’s 
Capri. Duncan Fisher's aerofolled Imp looked 
and jed fast, his 117.98 maintaining his 
‘advantage in the special saloons class over 
Tan Forrest, 119.3, after Peter Pitman was 
ploped by Murray Grierson sharing the same 
imp. 

Despite taking in the grass bordering the 
track, Colin Simpson (Escort GT) held his 
clags lead, 117.6 5, with Walter Robertson at 
119.1 s In his Capri, leaving Jimmy Veitch an 
unaccustomed third in his Arden-engined Mint. 

Jim Hall improved all day to a best 123.8 5 
in his immaculate black and gold Lotus 
Europa to take the class from Mike Bonar now 
back in his old Elan, having Norrie Galbraith 


on his own with the Ginetta GIS, as sole 
entrant in Class 6. Either Jamie Gibbon or 
his XK120 may still be suffering from a con- 
frontation with a tree at the previous round, 
but Tom McCallum kept the pressure on to 
lead this class in his XKI20 coupe, leaving 
Bob Kerr third in his rough-sounding car. 

‘Tom Irvine sewed up the road-going class 
with a resounding 125.95 in his Sprite, in- 
deed passing some more modern machinery 
during his two laps. Robin Gray took second 
in his tatty but potent Sunbeam Tiger, 134.9 s, 
with Tom Donald in his Morgan some 35 
slower. It was nice to see the vintage Lagonda 
Rapiers of Daidlaw and Elder in this class, 
finishing well ahead of Harper's venerable 
Lincoln Coupe who gained 3s running with 
the hood erected. 

‘Of the single seaters, Ted Dzierzek made 
BTD in 109.2's in his black Hawke Atlantic, 
while Stu Lawson streaked away to increase 
his class lead from Duncan Hall's similar but 

Hawke DLI1, and Richard Courtney a 
third in two Consistent runs in the 122 5 
bracket, as Brian Heffron got used to the 
Ecosse ‘Imp. 


Cieon’ dame’ Oct), 


HILLCLIMB 


Stross gets BTD 
despite mishap 


The MGCC Midland Centre took on a new 
venture on May 4/5 by running a hillclimb 
At Loton Park, the popular deer park near 
Shrewsbury, and usual haunt of the Hagley 
District LCC, Decent weather, slick organisa- 
tion and a moderate entry of 72 meant com- 
petitors could have three runs aplece. 

‘Saturday practice meant the many new- 
comers could study the hill carefully and 
gee each others mistakes. One who did make 
a mistake was no newcomer — Chippy Stross 
who bounced off the track in his Chevron 
B19 and slightly crunched his front end and 
plit a hose, Nothing daunted he made for 
local garage, got it all fixed up, returned 
and made fastest practice time plus BTD to 
boot. 
"The classes had divisions for standard and 
modified saloons and sports cars, the various 
register classes plus sports racing and racing 

Tan Greenhalgh in a Fiat 124(S) dashed 
away with the unmodified saloons class and, 
in fact, beat Jeremy Cocker in his go faster 
‘A35 who won the modified saloons class. 
Richard Meere in his Morgan 4/4 showed 
various MGs the way up the hill in the 
smaller engined standard sports car class 
‘while Malcolm Beer powered his MGB VS 
to victory in the larger engined section. Mal- 
colm was also on cracking form in the 
smaller engined modified sports car class in 
his Modsports Midget while Hugh Colman 
took the award for the fastest MG in his 
similar car. The larger engined modified sports 
car class went to Herbert Shepherd who now 
has 143 awards with his E-type. 

test of the Triple M cars was Ray 

Masters in his Q engined single seater fol- 
lowed closely by David Cranage, NE Magnette. 
‘The T-type class, as al ‘produced excit- 
ing and competitive racing and victory for 
Pete “ Buzz" Cresswell just ahead of Alistair 
Naylor and Chris Jones. Best performance by 
‘a member of the home centre was by Stephen 


60 


Taylor in the shared Lotus 7 of Alan Heath 
who was not far behind. 


@ Following a number of enquiries, the South 
Hertfordshire MC have asked us to confirm 
that their restricted sprint meeting. scheduled 
to take place at RAF Bassingbourn on 
May 27, will be run as planned 
The event is a qualifying round for both 
the 1974 RAC and LCAMC spring champlon- 
r 


@ Ware Auto Club, president Gerry Marshall, 
have recently become an RAC recognised 
motor club and would like to contact other 
clubs in their Hertfordshire area, Competi- 
tion secretaries should write to their opposite 
number at WAC, Peter Thorn, at Lyndhurst, 
12. Knight Street, Sawbridgeworth, Herts 
cM2i 9AT. 


Embassy European 
rallycross season opens 


This weekend sees the first round of the 
Embassy European Rallycross championship 
(t Melk, Austria, where John Taylor will have 
brand new 2-litre Escort built up by Ford 
and run under the Haynes of Maidstone bar 
ner with which to defend his championship. 
Rod Chapman, Taylor's runner up last year 
in the championship will also have a new 
car, although the Cortina to be used is not 
currently ready so Chapman is likely to be 
Griving last year's Escort in Austria. Former 
Mini driver, Hugh Wheldon, makes his debut 
this year in a privately entered 2500 VW 
which he is building himself, although he will 
probably give Austria a miss to conduct trials 
id tests for the second round in Sweden. 
David and Viv Potter and Nick and Judith 
Jesty are two husband and wife teams from 
Britain entered for Austria all in Minis. 


RALLY 
Hill takes Devil’s Own 


Former champions George Hill and Keith 
Wood dusted off a winter's rust by taking 
the lead in this year’s now restricted 
Motoring News Kleber Rally Championship 
by winning the first round, the Thomas 
Motors Devils’ Own Rally run by the Kirkby 
Lonsdale MC last weekend, In their Vauxhall 
Viva Hill and Wood dropped 27 m on the 
three section all night rally in which the 
emphasis was on navigation with more than 
200 references. 


Road rallying still seems to be popular 


for 187 crews wanted one of the 90 entries 
and of those who aet out the 200 mile rout 
from Blackpool 51 made it tow 
Melling Hall, 

Into three 


finish at 
near Kirkby Lonsdale. Divided 
Sections so far as road books 
were concerned, the event was led initially 
by John Edwards-Parton who had Paul White 
with him in a new RS 1700. They held a 
Tm. lead over Hill/Wood while Roy 
Mapple and Barry Hughes (Escort TC) were 
behind. In the second section 
ined his narrow lead over Hill 
yen Bye brought 
their RS 2000 through to third but the drama 
was left until the Inst and most difficult part, 
navigation-wise, when Edwards-Parton had to 
slow. with serious brake problems, dropped a 
couple of minutes and Hill and Wood nipped 
through to a narrow but deserved win, 

Tn the final count three crews all finished 
with 29m, dropped and when  figuré 
from a tie deciding regularity section w 
taken Into account poor Edwards-Parton 
found himself down to fourth behind Mec- 
Garry and. Keith Watkinson/Jeff Smith in 
thelr’ Mexico, Another smooth performance 
from Fred Mason and his wife Stephanie 
gave them fifth in their Anglia on 32 m 
{down two places on last year) while sixth 
was Peter Edwards/Nigel Hunter (RS 1600) 
on 33.m. The RAC sent along an observer 
‘and the event ran without major problems 


RALLYCROSS 
Taylor in Holland 


Nine British competitors braved the Channel 
Crossing last weekend to take part in the 
Second round of the Dutch Rallycross cham- 
Picnship at the fast Valkenswaard track in 
& Dutch pleasure complex. The day was a 
Victory for John Taylor in a 1.8 Escort from 
Jas Fassbender in a works Alpine. Rod Chap- 
man, in a new 2.0 engined Escort, the mill 
built by Terry Hoyle, came in third, ‘sponsored 
by Red Point Behang, a Dutch’ wallpaper 
company no less, while the perennial Ron 
Douglas, sponsored by Samson Shag, showed 
that experience pays by following Chapman 
home in fourth place. 

‘The next two places characterises the Euro- 

pean railycross scene with the Edgard Wellens 
Escor-BMW finishing fifth from Theo Jans- 
sen's Alpine. VW-Porsches, Toyotas, Opels 
and even a Ferrari Dino completed the entry. 
Of the other British entries, Jim Reynolds 
(20 Porsche) had a good day while Hugh 
Wheldon, ell in the Mini, was not 50 happy. 
John Welsh (2.0 Escort-BDA) picked up some 
good placings, whilst cther British participa- 
tion came from Eric Nosek (18 Mini), John 
‘Smith (2.0 Escort), Derek Lloyd (1.8 Mexico) 
‘and Mike Smith debuting a new GI Escort RS 
2000. The results are provisional as the 
British contingent had to leave before the 
official cnes were ready. 
‘@ During the World Cup Rally, Ron Douglas 
and Rod Chapman will be holding their own 
European Rally competing in Austria, Sweden, 
Finland, Germany and Holland in various 
rallycross events, and holidaying when time 
permits. They will be away for six weeks. 
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Get your 24-page fully 
illustrated Sportparts Catalogue, 


Renlerskiprs Hoted below. 


Bentley Bros. (Sheffield) Lt. 
44 Savile Street, Sheffield S4 7UA. 
Yorks. 0742-29281 
Chester eering Co., 
Bedford Works, Boughton, Chester. 
0244-24611 
City Motors (Oxford) Ltd., 
Gloucester Street, Oxford. 48021 
David Marshall Ltd., 
60-70 Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Belfast BT7 2ES. 32222 
Drake & Fletcher Ltd., 
The Broadway, Maidstone, Kent 
0622 55531 
EJ. Baker Motors Limited, 
ower Famham Road, Al 
Hants. 0252-24401 
E.S. Stock Motors Limited, 
Main Road, Copdock, Nr. Ips 
Suffolk. 555. 
G.N. Croydon Ltd., 
380 London Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
01-684 3686. 
Grose Ltd., 
‘Queens Park Parade, Kingsthorpe, 
Northampton. 0604-31682. 
Hamilton Motors (London) Ltd., 
466-490 Edgware Road. 
London W2 IEL. 01-723 0045. 
Harold Thompson and Sons Ltd., 
+ ‘Tynemouth Road, North Shie! 
Northumberland. 089 45-703. 
.8. Robson Ltd., 
ont Street, Consett 02072-2987. 
Leedhams (York) Ltd., 
Rougier Street, Lendal Bridge, 
York. 0904-25444 
Nash of Cardiff Ltd., 
Sloper Road, Cardiff 
1222-38722) 
Neville (E.M.V.) Ltd., 
Nottingham Road, Mansfield 
Notts. 26101 
Ryland Vehicle Group, 
Ryland Street. Birmingham B16 GBT, 
Warwick. 021-454 BI1L 
Shaw & Kilburn Litd., 
‘Two Waters Road, Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. 51212, 
S.M.T. Sales-Service, 
Dunkeld Roed, Perth 26241 
s of Hull, 
ZAG ESB Rnlaiy Roadl, Hull, E. Yorks. 
0482-23681, 
Wallace Arnold Sales-Service Ltd., 
123 Hunslet Road, Leeds, York 


shot, 


swich, 


0832 39911 
‘Wellington 
Huddersfield Road 


061-633 1334. 


‘Sportparts Centres are run by enthusiasts 
for enthusiasts. 


es] 
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ALTA ROMEO see Alan 04, 4, 9417 Finchley 
2 Namemaads ws rat 81-433 fa95 


ac 
AS, ASE, Regret i800 3-4 seion bn, 
ALFA-ROMEO 
se ory. 1m. on lguner 


ASTON MARTIN 


AUSTIN-HEALEY 


ny 00k AT Ay Bi ans 


Ma I Caages,, vepairad 
Nea “weal eT a 


FERRARI 


SAMCASTIR GARAGES. Dubus tor Eat Ano 
SRE Sorte 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Depart- 
ment on 01-636 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Dictate your 
advertisement to one of our experienced 
staff, and leave the rest to us, it’s that 
simple. Hf, however, you do have time 
to send in your classified advertisement 
with cash in advance, we'll give you a fat 
discount—40 per cent. But remembi 
this discount only applies to prep: 
classified lineage ads. 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
suangny uron et font Momma, MM 


MORGAN 


MOTOR CARAVAN 
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B.M.W. 


© SPECIALISTS 


FROXFIELD SERVICE STATION 


New and used BMWs. 
‘Solus Dealers 
Tel ; Petersfield 200 


0634 403779 


VAUXHALL 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


GINETTA 


Tel: Shetfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


FORD ESCORT 


Registered Nov '71. Finished in gleaming 
black with gold coach-line. £600 of extras 
fitted to this car including 1820 cc cross- 
flow engine, Piper 3 C.F.G. cam and 
high compression head by  Hillthorn 
Engineering (6,000 miles ago), 6} Fire- 
stone alloy wheels (similar ‘Wolfrace) 
‘and 185 section Goodyear GPs, special 
highback seat, fully fitted black ci 
inertia reel seat belts, and four-s} 
cassette stereo. Complete with regis 
tion No HCU 400; reluctantly offered for 
sale, Offers around 


Phone DAVID ATKINSON, 01-458 4204 
(day), Radlett 7475 after 7 pm. 


MOVERLEY WATT 


MOTORS LTD. 


JAGUAR & ASTON MARTIN SPECIALISTS 
ESTABLISHED OVER 15 YEARS 
SAME DAY SERVICE WHERE POSSIBLE 
1969 reg 350SS CAMARO, with 

mag wheels. Manual with modi- 


fied brakes and suspension. 
Radio/stereo, four speakers. 
£300 


VALENTINE CLARKE LTD. 


WP., Part Exchange posyble 
‘rss 300 


WANTED: 70/71 Cooper 3M III and 
"WF Mexico with ‘Custom Pack. 


1971 FIAT DINO 


2.4 Mk It (L Reg) 


Stork forces ale of very 
beautiful car in every respect with 
140 mph performance. 


2.4 V6 Ferrari Dino engine, ZF 5- 
‘speed gearbox with roadholding and 
brakes far superior to the Mk I, and 
quite phenomenal. 
MUST BE AN INVESTMENT AT 
£2225 ovno. 


VERWOOD (DORSET) 4425. 


1967 LAMBORGHINI 
400 GT 2+2 


LHD. Recorded mileage under 14,000. Red 
Offers invited. 


Tel: Ascot (0990) 24791 (day) 
Ascot (0990) 22404 (evening) 


Finished _in Mexico brown 


ANE. 
Tel: Lnicester 61501- 


JOHN DANGERFIELD 
SPORTS CARS - BRISTOL 


SCIMITAR & MORGAN 
of new MIDGETS. 


Spares and workshop 


Direct parts line, Tel: Bristol e56oee 
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WEST END CAR SHOWROOM 


GINETTA G:12 


FOR SALE - 


sea New Hewland Mk 8 gearbox, 1600 Ford engine. 
iiy. Ssiver ‘Miniitens “ete, Sate 


DICK LOVETT 
(Specialist Cars) LTD. 


Agents for Lancia, Scimitar, Porsche 
and Ferrari Dino 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS) JS SMumiinrceripiatss 


NEW CARS for immediate delivery 


Ferrari Dino GT. Maronne, wide wheels List 


Ferrari Dino. Spyder silver List PETERBOROUGH MANN AGENTS POR 
— fase ima eee gece: - offer CARS OF DISTINCTION Lotus GINETTA SCIMITAR 
jorsche Carrera. Metallic green, electric tnmesiae ——Datvery 


root List 1972, Ferrari ‘Dino Spyder GT, Finished 


Porsche 9118. Metalic gaztle, electric root metallic dark, blue wth, black interior 


MSE, 0/0, Avie 


List with you. Fitted radio, stereo unit. This 

fantastic car is very low mileage and has 

‘Scimitar GTE, Manual, Choice white or black had only ‘one owner. Without doubt one 
List Of the nest on offer at 24345, 


Lancia Weta 1400, 1600, 1800 a ag we Pht 


USED CARS Bnd. only one owner. "Ext 
ee ames S000 1972 Triumph Stag. Maroon with black 
As new trim. Fitted h/s tops, radio and o/d-A 


one owner car at ‘c1098 
1970 Ferrari Deleste, 1 owner 
rita APO ropcae mais 1971 Triumph Stag. Red with black vinyl eae shoe 
1970 AC 428 Fastback. hard top. Fitted radio and sof top. Only jontintea'terven, Ons omnor, 3000 
21,000 miles ‘One owner and under 20,000 miles. Now 
a outstanding value ei74s 


1974 (May) Porsche 9118 Sportomatie, fe with red trim 
Metallic blue, electric roof, 400 miles only a Webasto sus root, radio and_o/d. 
£7150 So feel like @ saint Cor E1748 


1973 Porsche Carrera lightweight sfocts aad alseeansd ius 
miles 

1971 Porsche 9118. Metalic gold : ALAN DOUBLE 
root Telephone Peterborough (0733 67177) ; ie 

Rretiee ase, olin twine: avonta, axes ‘After hours Stamford 782516. WEEKDAYS GAM 7PM 


£2975 SUNDAYS 10AM 4PM 
1969 Porsche 912. Choice red or sandy beige 


£1750 
1973 BMW 3.0 SI. Red, full alpina £2950 Mann S Garage Lid 


1973 BMW 3.0 SI. Tigar, alloy wheels, tint 


tte NEW SPORTS CARS 


ss ASsra: A, 


1974 BMW 525, White, radio, 1,700 miles 
3750 
1974 BMW 520, Fjord tint, 4,000 miles €2950 WORMLEY 2263 
TTS Sa erase ameter oe} Contact David Kaey or Holman Blackburn 
iencielir desaiin: Ford Ghia Capri il 3000 in Marine Blue 
Rees Ford Capri fl 3000 in Diamon White 
Miah Set, rowan, Ford 3100 RS in Sunset 
near Swindon, Wilts, 
2 miles from Ma, junction 16 MGB V8 in Citroen 
Tel: Wroughion #12387 
AUSTIN HEALEY 3000 MK IIA CATERHAM CARS (LONDON) 


TEAM OUTSPAN 


congratulate 


WIL ARIS 
on his 2 first place 
Formula Ford events White with Woittace wheels and stereo cassete 
‘at Brands Hatch on May 5, 1974. cibaecceiea tanina casera 
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OXFORD'S MAIN BMW DEALER 


AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 
NORTH OXFORD GARAGE LTD. 
280 BANBURY ROAD, 

OXFORD 
Tel: OXFORD 511462 


New BMW 3.0 CSI. Mark 2 specification including adjustable steering 
‘column, vinyl roof and the fabulous Alpina alloy wheels amongst 
many other detail modifications. Taiga metallic, light green and cloth 
trim List 


BMW 3.0 CSL lightweight coupe. Reg 26 Mar, 74. 1,400 miles. Fjord 
metallic ‘blue, black cloth seats, tinted electric windows and radio 
£6750 


August, 1973, BMW 3.0 CSL lightweight coupe. Chamonix white, black 
cloth trim, electric windows, tinted glass, 12,000 miles £5950 


BMW 2002 Tii, August, 1973. Malaga, light grey cloth trim, radio, 
headrest, sports steering wheel, XAS tyres, 10,000 miles £2450 


Only 2 left!! BMW 2002, 1973 specification, unregistered, white and 
Malaga. Save £500 on new price. 


CONTACT C. WESTELL 


1n520001 ANO MEXICOS FOR IMMEDIATE 


BURTILEY » 27501 


CESa rate sport centre | 


1972 CAPRI 3000 GXL 


Finished in copper brown with tan 


interior. Radio. Blue printed engine. 
LOTUS + 2 130 Minilites, power lock. Distinctive 
i mhtacge! TBS. teary aerofoil on rear £1395, 
Eiteo! 
1-992 4289 stter 430 p.m Tel : Uxbridge 33444 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 
BLACKPOOL 
63337 


Tel 


For 
Selours. Now in 

1872 Mexico, Diamond wh 
1870 RS1600._ Diamond w' 


JENSEN ory 
HEALEY 


lOTUs@) 


SiSwaoons oven i CAVE A 


East Horsleya114 
smg SLOAN MARSHALL 


GARAGES 
The SPORTSCAR specialists 


56-58 Barnes High Sireot, SW13 


Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works: 01-876 9131 
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STUART GRAHAM MOTORS 


Broomball, 
Nantwich, Cheshire 
Tel: Aston 300 


Sell your sport 
and performance 


cars on these pages RARE RED 330 GIS. | | cise nora 
For further details G Eapvartibi. om 
ring 


01-636 3600 
Ext. 152 


Recent new hood and carpets (old 
ones faded not worn), fitted radio, 
stereo, elect. windows and aerial. 
An appreciating asset. Terms, part- 
exchange possible. £3995. 


Please tel. evenings or mornings 
Oxshott 2517 (Surrey). 


MGB GT 


. Mercedes Silver. Overdrive, 
. radio. 39,000 miles. Must go 
¥ for new car. 


1972 VIVA SL. One owner Low mi 
| Burgundy 


D. B. MOTORS (WM. Dilks) 
of Leicester 


for all your AMERICAN ‘ar needs. pave eeeiis 
Phone us on 0533-834343 Tol : 01-794 0246, office 


(Telex 341071) 


FERRARI 


1973 LLANCIA 2000 COUPE 


Maroon, beige interior. One owner. Only 
8,000 ‘miles. Excellent value at £2399. 
‘Swindon Road Service Station, 


WWB MOTORS LTD, 
Swindon Road, Cheltenham 


Tel: Cheltenham 32167/37016 
After hours : Twilworth 523 
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1973 MGB GT 


Fitted with o/d, HRW, 
stereo, chrome Rostyles, h 
belts, velour interior. £1499. 
JONES GARAGE (SYSTON) LTD. 
SYSTON, LEICESTERSHIRE 


CLUBMANS. 


OF McKAY INLET MANIFOLD AND LUCAS FY, 147 Quecnewar, Shipher 


FULL RACE FORD ESCORT FVC 
Ex DEREK HUNTLEY 


1850 cc fuel injected engine. Approx bhp 260. 
Exceedingly fast and well prepared. 

Offers over £2000 invited. 

Contact John Macdonald, 

1 & J MACDONALD LTD, 

Maiden Law Garage, 
Lanchester, Co Durham. 

Lanchester 520916 


2000-odd miles only. Superb racing car, Le Mans replica 
1596 cc Type 807G 160 CV Gordini gearbox. £1600 ono. 


Phone 01-242 1048 or 01-636 5960 evenings. 
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HESKETH RACING offer for sale 


———S ' 
JAMES HUNT’S 
_, MARCH 731 


Chassis No. 3 


Available to full 1974 F1_ specification Results ‘ 

Numerous spares, including noses, silly pi al eee 

noses, wishbones, uprights, steering racks, Benen eg — see (tomnene lop) 
brakes, wings, airboxes, gearbox parts, ratios, a OP = 

oil coolers, tanks, frames, weter rails, USA GP — 2nd (fastest lap) 


5 Has lapped Kyalami in 1.16.2 (unofficial fastest lap 
dampers, springs, etc, etc ever) 


Offers for rolling chassis to 


HESKETH RACING, Stable Block, Easton Weston, Towcester, Northants. 
Tel: Towcester (0327) 51253/51254. 


FOR SALE FORD GT40 Mk 1 
A ROYALE RP 9/18 SUPERVEE : i 


This, beautiful cor fully updated with all latest mods 3 fa 


: 
3 


hurls <pket ares = MINT CONDITION, 14,000 ORIGINAL MILES. 
I'm hanging up my helmet. Ive hod 9 good innings. So here's & KTS 3i¢-0e) 9844 


Sn opportunity for someone. £1,600 a 
FRED SAUNDERS. TEL. BYFLEET 45318 evenings only. (NEW. YORK) 'U.3-A. 


F5000 LOLA 1190/2 


Ex Jim Yardley Mono Championshio Winning Car, Sull holds six lap 
Peceras, complete and ready to 0, inc ited cover and spar 


‘Quick sale. Only £208 one. 
Phone: Daytime 421.354 5757. Evening Durlonon-Trent 790534 
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TYRRELL 006/2 


Jackie Stewart's 1973 Drivers’ World Championship-winning car, recently 
raced by Jody Scheckter and Patrick Depailler, is now offered for sale. 


Results achieved by this car during 1973 include : 


GKN Daily Express Trophy, 

Silverstone Jackie Stewart 
Belgium Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Monaco Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Swedish Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
French Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Dutch Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
German Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Austrian Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Italian Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 
Canadian Grand Prix Jackie Stewart 


The car is available with or without engine, in ready to race condition. 
£10,000 less engine, £16,000 complete 


Contact : 
Tyrrell Racing Organisation Limited 
Long Reach 
Ockham 
Woking 


Surrey 
Tel: Ripley 2525/6 


MARCH FORMULA ATLANTIC Peete tolle cy ileal a 


ROLLING a Supporters of 1000 cc Formula Four 
SX “ih Bw March 713 M Choice of two 


‘8 March bodied 712M 
fold lene engine for E100 
cise0, : 


snd are thoroughly 


Updates . 7 eee, beaver Ros noes cod LOW COST RACING LTD. 
re “tesa. 97°" 7 WRECCLESHAM ROAD, (A325), FARNHAM, SURREY 
r ry 20690. ham (02513) 6666, 9.30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


RICHARD CHURCHLEY Ex-Holman Blackburn—Hermetite 


Pettus setulae aka ucuey site sn FORD CAPRI 


1967 ex road car now equipped with full race, down draught 
carburetted engine. S/C, C/R box. Special axle ratio, LSD Big winged. fibreglass boot, bonnet and doors, perspex 
revolutions with Demon wets, spare intermediates, trailer. windows, laminated screen, ventilated front. discs, fully 


joade_ of spares. Oulton pore gpeele ce adjustable rose-jointed front suspension, tonneaux. rose-jointed 
[oie ee Siew ‘ ae Se back end, with rear discs, 10in x Minilites. Set of 10in 


FoUrereUSnT 27 OU; eam, 2 Brats," 1) second. ‘Four'mantinga 80 J. A. Pierce with Dunlop intermediates. Set of brand new 
for. wets (latest compound). Five-speed ZF box. Car complete 
Offers to - Kenilworth Motor Racing Service. awaiting engine of choice. £750. Must go 
Hampton-in-Arden, Warks 
Tel: Hampton-in-Arden 2292 eae psd 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 9, 1974 67 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 61-65 ~ Racing and Competition Cars 65-68 ~ Autosport Market Place 68-72 


FORMULA FORD Suave oats 


RACING SALOONS 


RACING CARS 


MARKET PLACE 


Sports and Performance Cars 61-65 + Racing and Competition Cars 65-68 ~ Autosport Market Place 68-72 


— 
Rover V8 fuel injection. Good condition. 

289 Ex GT40 spares. 

FT 200 adaptors. 

F3 30 degree Mk 8 adaptor 

289 big valve cylinder heads. 

FT 200 and FG gear ratios. 

Various wings. New and secondhand. Will 
suit most cars. 

FG crown wheel and pinnion. 

A Series |sd. Built up 5-1 ratio. 


TO CLEAR 


Crosslé 19F ex-works, ex-Tommy Reid, ex- 
Brian Nelson Irish Libre Championships car. 
£950. 

Various coil springs. £3 a pair. 

Adjustable roll bars. £3 each. 

Various rads. £10-£30. 

Roll, loops and supports. 

March 732 rad trays. £10 each. 

2 wheel trailer. £30. 

Twin cam engine 1600 big valve, etc, dry 
sump. £225. 

March ventilated discs. £3 each. 

Various brake pads. £1 a pair. 

Hawke Supervee chassis. £20. 


TEL: 01-952 0602 
WATFORD 30726 evening 

28/30 SOUTH ROAD, 
|i EDGWARE, MIDDX 


To 


1966 Brabham 8718/23 Formula 2 rolling chassis. Chassis No 
F2-21-66. Blue/yellow. Ex Deal/David Way. Fitted with Sin x 
12in wheols and latest Firestone wets, belts, front wings, otc, 
Excollont condition. Superb Monoposta, Formula 4, or Hillclimb 
car ‘£650 


1964 Lotus 1m Series II Clubman Car. Green. Ex Walton/ 
Guy Woods Fitted with recent rebuilt 1500 cc push-rod 
motor and to race. Make ideal beginners hillclimb and 
sprint car £695 


1968 Titan Formula 3/Atlantic rolling chassi 
requiring assembly. Unused since re-stoving and 
Arch. Engineering. Immaculate. Ideal Monoposto, 
hillclimb car 


£450 


1974 Vegantune/GP racing 2-litre Formula 3 1810 cc. Approx 
163 bhp. (Test sheets available). Unused sinco modified 


complete, with 


1972 Vegantune Formula 3 engine. All 
ce ‘t ripe for Ga 


carbs and clutch, etc. 1 race since rebuil 


Vegantune 1600 ce FLB twin cam all steel. Ex John Evans £495 
Newland Mk 6 4-speed gearbox. Ideal Formula 4, Formula 
Jet of Firestone YB 118 to fit 10in x 12in rims, Part worn. 
(Used hillclimbs only) ‘ es £25 
Any road or racing car taken in part-exchange against the 
above. 


Apply 
Spencer Elton, 
Highfield, Leigh Road, 
Westbury, Wilts 
Tel: Westbury 2262/3, Westbury 2682, home 


CMM 


Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


uu van 
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CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON, NW2 204 


Foo oasé ‘sos xs 
V.W. DERRINGTON Li 
FORALL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


‘aiSALES, AND SPARES 


ENGINES 
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EXPORT SERVICES 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES ~ 


“RACING 5 GEARBOX CENTRE 
ra O30: (aay) 
‘onsae 6781 (night) 


SPORTS CAR INSURANCE 


MAGAZINES 


PLACE 


Autosport Market Place 68-72 


PROPERTY 


FPT and NOMEX 
BELL STAR and MAGNUM HELMETS 


CHEAPEST RACING 
SCHOOL IN 
EUROPE 


PILETTE INTERNATIONAL 

Zolder Circult 
on ANDRE PILETTE, rue du 
1040 Brussels. Tel.: 02/34,00.98 


DRIVE A FULLY PREPARED RACING CAR 


ALLAN TAYLOR RACING SCHOOL, 


Train and race in the latest Formule Fords. 
Race Hire and Tuition. Tel : Furnace End 401 
ROLLING ROAD 


Something Different 
Safety Devices 
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A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 
RACING GEARBOXES LTD. MARTIN RAYMOND OFFERS 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 2 1970 COSWORTH SMITH F.V.C.s 
First-class repair service by factory trained staf. 48 hour 


collection or dalivery on receipt of your instructions. © FOR SALE. EACH ENGINE IS THE GENUINE 


Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs. 
Immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 


immediate d SMITH ARTICLE. FULL HISTORY SUPPLIED. 
OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 
“AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED £2,250 each 
Tol: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 
+ WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 01-435 7436. 


HOOPERS OF BRISTOL 


CASTROL/MOTORING NEWS AND MEXICO 

RALLY CHAMPIONS 1973 
Leading suppliers in the South West of Ford and 6. L 
Competition Equipment, inc 
Ford AVO, BL Special Tuning, Jaybrand Racewear, Cosworth 
BDA and ‘Twin Cam Parts, Janspeed Heads and’ Manifolds. 
Aley and Safety Devices Roll Cages, Castrol Competition Oils, 
Champion Racing Plugs, Websrs and Spares 

II parts sent COD if required 
62 Jacobs Wells Road, Bristol 8 
Tel: 0272 23946 


CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshalts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced. Formula Atlantic. 
BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 


SURPLUS STOCKS 


8 only 1000 cc Sport Imp Engine/Transaxle unit, complete. 
factory. 

4 only 875 cc Imp Engine Transaxle unit, complete. Ex 

factory. 

Imp oil coolers, sports sil . 

fluid reservoirs, throttle cables, lighting set 


Specials made to order at short notice 


Ail types of con rods made to customers’ requirements, Instruments galore. Smiths & Borletti, Lucas eight square sets 
ee spotlamps. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 
‘Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. Genuine enquiries only please for complete units. 4 
Tel: Willenhall 68075. Tel: Telford 617296. . 
aeeeeeeens 


PETER J. DENTY 


RACING DEVELOPMENTS 
Coldstream Cottage, Tibenham, Norwich NOR 82W 


Tel: 037 977 343 
Lotus and Van Diemen specialist. 
Racing car preps and crash rebuilds. 
F3, F Ford, F Atlantic. 
New and secondhand racing car spares. 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 


““==""<“FORMULA SUPERVEE? 


: Why? It makes sense at £175 per wi \ 
How ? Simple! A new Royale RP18A. 1 

1 

] 

\ 


Interested ?. Then why not give us a call. 
ROYALE RACING LTD, 
Little Staughton Airfield, 


aaa 


Little Staughton, 

= | Nr Bedford. 
i —_ Phone Colmworth 509 1 
fe ee 
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STEERING WHEELS 


SERVICES SN COUP = «MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


Why not 
sell 
through 
AUTOSPORT 
MARKET 
PLACE 


Tel : 01-636 3600 
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ELF TEAM TYRRELL 


NEED ANOTHER 


MECHANIC! 


Applicants must have previous experience with 
F1/F2/F3 or sports racing cars 
Apply in writing with full particulars to 
KEN TYRRELL, 
ELF TEAM TYRRELL, 
LONG REACH, WOKING. 
SURREY 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Just rebuilt and unused since Cosworth steel 
engine. Excellent brake figures. Give away at 
Offers or p/ex considered 


£845 


Tel. 0353-2307 


motospeed racing 


congratulate 


PAUL and GREG TAFT 


ynother 1-2 at MALLORY PARK in their Motospeed 1283 ce Minis 
"2 10 GREG. 


IF YOU RACE A MINI AND WANT TO WIN WE OFFER GUARANTEEO 
PERFORMANCE (LAP RECORDS AT SILVERSTONE, SNETTERTON. MALLORY 
PARK AND LLANDOW) AT A SENSIBLE PRICE 
Contact COLIN THOMAS at 
MOTOSPEED RACING, SHORT HEATH GARAGE 

Tol: 021-373 7198. 


AMINGHAM, 


CHEVRON CARS 


require the following personnel for their machine shop 


WORKING FOREMAN 


SKILLED CENTRE LATHE WORKERS 
SKILLED GENERAL MACHINISTS 


105 Chorley Of 
ofan, Lanes 


Going To Brands Hatch ? 


(and you haven't got a thing to wear !) 


Full range of both Nomex and FPT flameproof overalls 
always available. All other accessories including, 
watches, lap boards, Varley batteries, seats, instru- 
ments, wheels, tyres, etc. SEND FOR (FREE) 
FULL CATALOGUE: 

‘ALL CAR EQUIPE 
(Opposite Brands Haich main gate) 
Road. W. Kingsdown. Sevenoaks, Kent. 
‘Tol: W. Kingsdown (047-485) 2271/3258 


DO YOU WANT TO RACE? 


HAVEN'T GOT THE CASH ? 


We at Hurons can now offer you a very competitive Formula 
Ford or Atlantic on @ personal loan or HP arrangement. So 
your racing can be run on a month to month basis. can 
3iso take your present race or even road car in part exchange. 


Why not phone John or Mike for a chat at Cobham 6460 or 
01-864 5958 


AND GET RACING 


Rumour has if we tune the 
Quickest 


Fact can only be found by trying us 
Full Dynamometer testing end Webber jetting service 
Contact: RICHARD CHURCHILL, 
KENILWORTH MOTOR RACING SERVICES, 


Kenilworth Road, Hampton-in-Arden, Warks 
‘Tel: Hampton-in-Arden 2292 


SALE OF NEW AND 
USED RACING TYRES 


Worn Make Price 


Goop IRESTONE. 
HALE 

QUAKTER 
GooD 


Goop FIRESTONE 
GOODYEAR 


FIRESTONES 


Goob 


Tel: 01-952 0602 
WATFORD 30726 evening 
28/30 SOUTH ROAD, EDGWARE, MIDDX 


GARAGE FOR SALE 


£5250 


LEASEHOLD 
NW2 area. Mews garage premises in current use, for repairs 
and spraying. Fully equipped with car lift, hydraulic engine 
hoist, compressor, etc. Every piece of equipment necessary 
for a successful business. For full details contact 


(Chris Venning, 01-459 5069, day 01-205 5487, night 


AUTOSPORT, MAY 9, 1974 


PAUL HAYWOOD LTD. 


160-166 Coventry Road AUTOMOBILES Tel : Nottingham 271443/74174 
Bulwell, Nottingham Lowdham 2657 


FERRARI DAYTONA 365 GTB4 


December 1972 (L Reg), Finished in deep metallic maroon with cream hide upholstery. 1 owner. 14,000 miles, Fitted air conditioning. 
Quadraphonic stereo/radio. HRW. Pirelli VR tyres. Regular service by Maranello. As new condition throughout: Would cee nou 
‘excess of £12,000. Very realistically priced at £8.00. 


VINTAGE RACING CAR 


3.5 ALVIS SPEED 


Completely restored at a cost of £7,000 by Sherwood Restorations. 
Recent success at Silverstone. £12,000 


HIRE PURCHASE AND ANY REASONABLE PART EXCHANGES CONSIDERED 


GOODYEAR RALLY SPECIALS 
EVERY ONE A WINNER 


Goodyear, the rally tyre specialists, 
havea fantastic range of proven rally- 
winners, with most sizes available ex- 
stock now. Tyres to cope with all weathers, 
onall surfaces. And they’re all winners. 

For full information on the 
Goodyear Rally Range, see your Goodyear 
dealer, or write for illustrated leaflet to: 
Car Tyre Department, Goodyear Tyre 
and Rubber Company, Bushbury, 
Wolverhampton. 


GOODSYEAR 
TYREPOWER 


W7set2and 75009 


